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No great migration 
during pandemic
Census data contradicts 
popular anecdotes that 
people left cities en masse to 
escape COVID-19 restrictions 
or in search of more bucolic 
lifestyles. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Man claims self  
defense in murder 
An Indiana man on trial for 
murder testified Wednesday 
afternoon, claiming a Kilgore 
woman was hitting him with a 
small baseball bat before he 
fatally shot her. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

THURSDAY
November 18, 2021

What’s inside
Advice.......................................3B
Classifieds.................................5B
Comics ......................................4B
East Texas/State........................5A
Leisure......................................3B
Markets.....................................2A
Obituaries.................................6A

Wednesday’s lottery

Shining a light
Tree lighting ceremonies are coming up for Longview and Tyler.

Read about it in @play, Page 8B

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

$1.00

Today’s weather
Breezy, cooler.

High of 63.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Lotto Texas
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BY ANA CONEJO
aconejo@tylerpaper.com

Longview ISD soon will 
implement a software sys-
tem aimed to improve safe-
ty and the mental health of  
middle and high school stu-

dents, offi-
cials said.

D u r i n g 
its Nov. 8 
m e e t i n g , 
t r u s t e e s 
a p p r ove d 
$60,000 for 
a student 
safety soft-
ware sys-
tem called Gaggle that will 
be in use beginning Dec. 9.

The software is designed 

to protect students on and 
off  campus. It serves to en-
sure a student’s well-being 
by informing administra-
tors of  any incidents that 
show signs of  cyberbully-
ing, self-harm, threats or 
any inappropriate behavior 
taking place on district-is-
sued devices and student 
email accounts.

“Our vision is that all 
schools are safe and all 
students get the mental 

and emotional help they 
need,” according to Gag-
gle’s website.

Reported cases that Gag-
gle can identify vary from 
incidents of  suicide or 
harm, drug or alcohol use, 
violence toward others, in-
appropriate sexual content, 
child pornography, bully-
ing, cyberbullying and ha-
rassment.

Dennis Williams, assis-
tant superintendent of  ad-

ministrative and pupil ser-
vices, said the program is an 
opportunity to address men-
tal health issues students 
may be facing.

“We are always motivat-
ed to make decisions that 
will improve our student’s 
safety and well-being,” he 
said. “Mental health issues 
are on the rise, not just 
in our school district but 

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

East Texas health 
care officials say they 
are encouraged by prog-
ress made in declining 
COVID-19 cases across 
the Longview area.

Information released 
Monday shows all seven 
counties served by the 
Northeast Texas Public 
Health District, includ-
ing Gregg County, are in 
“minimal” community 
spread levels of  COVID-19 
for the first time since the 
beginning of  the summer.

“We are very pleased to 
see that all seven counties 
are in minimal spread 
that we work with. That 
was great news (Monday) 
to see the trend continue 
to go down,” NET Health 
CEO George Roberts said.

This time in 2020 was a 
different story. This past 
November, virus cas-
es were rising to levels 
not seen since July 2020, 
and Roberts said health 
professionals were con-
cerned.

“To start this season 
with minimal spread is 
very encouraging,” he 
said.

Almost two months ago 
in the week ending Sept. 
23, Gregg and other coun-
ties served by NET Health 
had levels of  COVID-19 
community spread that 
were “substantial” — or 
35 or more new cases per 
week adjusted for popula-
tion.

Gregg County recorded 

New software system 
monitors for threats, 
cyberbullying, more

Dennis Williams

What’s 
next as 
cases 
drop?
Spread of COVID-19 
has gone from high 
to low in 2 months

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

An American competitive 
eater recently became the first 
person to complete The Butch-
er Shop’s Betcha Cain’t Burg-
er Challenge, which features 
about 8 pounds of  food from the 
38-year-old Longview burger 
joint.

Bob Shoudt, known as “Noto-
rious B.O.B.,” recently complet-
ed the Butcher Shop challenge 
and posted a video Tuesday of  
the feat to his YouTube page. 

He was the first person to 
complete the challenge, which 
Butcher Shop launched about 
eight months ago, according to 
General Manager Lamar Rich-
ardson.

“We’ve had probably at least 
eight people attempt it, espe-
cially when it first got going,” 
Richardson said. “But nobody’s 
been able to conquer it until 
now.”

The Betcha Cain’t Burger 
Challenge dares individuals to 

Local challenge gave competitive eater a lot to swallow
Bob Shoudt, right, 
is seen recently 
before starting The 
Butcher Shop’s Bet-
cha Cain’t Burger 
Challenge. At left 
is Brandon “Da 
Garbage Disposal” 
Clark, and in the 
middle is restaurant 
General Manager 
Lamar Richardson.
Special to the  
News-Journal

BY MALERI MCHAM
mmcham@tylerpaper.com

A 
cold front was expected 
to come through the 
Longview area Wednes-
day evening, dropping 

temperatures quickly, according 
to the National Weather Service in 
Shreveport.

The area has been experiencing 
high temperatures in the 80s, which 
is unusual for this time of year, said 
Brad Bryant, science and operations 
officer with the weather service.

“It’s very warm for the date, and 
with the cold front coming through, 
it’ll bring temps back down pretty 
sharply after (Wednesday night),” 
he said.

Temperatures tonight are expect-
ed to fall into the mid-30s, which 
will be “one of  the cooler nights 
we’ve had this year,” Bryant said.

By daybreak Friday, tempera-
tures are expected to be around 50 
degrees with the wind making it 
feel a bit cooler, Bryant said. Highs 
for Friday will be in the lower 60s.

A weekend warmup is expected, 

with highs in the lower 70s before 
another cold front comes through 
Sunday afternoon to evening, he 
said.

The pattern of  temperatures 
cooling down and warming up 
is typical for this time of  year, 

Bryant added.
Chances for rain will remain low, 

Bryant said.
Although light showers were 

possible Wednesday evening, “it’s 
not looking extremely promising 
for a whole lot of  rain,” he said.

Cold front to push Longview-area temps down into 30s

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Brad Hagenhammer relaxes Wednesday on the pier at Teague Park in Longview while enjoying the unusually warm weather. A 
cold front was expected to come through the Longview area Wednesday evening.

Jimmy Perry takes advantage of Wednesday’s warm weather by fishing at Teague 
Park in Longview.

See EATER, Page 3A

WEATHER WHIPLASH

GREGG COUNTY

See COVID, Page 3A

See LISD, Page 3A

YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO EAST TEXAS ENTERTAINMENT
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AN M. ROBERTS MEDIA PUBLICATION

The public is invited to submit events for possible publication for free in @play, which 

publishes weekly every Thursday. Events are published as space and time permit.

WANT TO GET LISTED?

Deadline: Two weeks in advance of 

publication date.

Include: Name and description of event, 

date, time, price and phone number the 

public can call. If it’s
 free, say so. If it’s a 

benefit, indicate recipient of proceeds.

How to submit: Call (903) 237-7744 ; 

email clerks@news-journal.com; fax to 

(903) 757-3742 or mail to P.O. Box 1792, 

Longview, TX 75606.

Advertising info:  Call (903) 237-7726.
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LONGVIEW AREA

ATTRACTIONS 

Longview Museum of Fine Arts, 215 

E. Tyler St., Longview. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Tuesday through Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-

urday. Admission: free for members and $5 

for nonmembers. Information: 903-753-8103, 

https://www.lmfa.org/ .

East Texas Oil Museum, 1301 S. Hen-

derson Blvd., Kilgore. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Saturday. Cost: $10 adults, $9 seniors 

and military, $7 children ages 3-12. Informa-

tion: 903-983-8295, easttexasoilmuseum.

kilgore.edu .

Gregg County Historical Museum, 214 

N. Fredonia St., Longview. Hours: 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. Saturday. Cost: $5 adults, $2 seniors 

and $1 children. Information: 903-753-5840, 

gregghistorical.org .

“Longview Museum of Fine Arts 

Selections from the Permanent Collec-

tion,” presented by Kilgore College Visual 

Arts Department, on display through Dec. 

8, Anne Dean Turk Fine Arts Gallery on the 

Kilgore College campus. Gallery hours: 8 a.m. 

to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday. Admission: 

Free. Information: (903) 983-8166 or lkitch-

en@kilgore.edu .

Longview Arboretum and Nature 

Center, 706 W. Cotton St., Longview. Hours: 

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday 

and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Cost: Free for 

members and children 6 and younger, $5 

general admission, $3 for seniors, veterans 

and police officers. Information: http://www.

longviewarboretum.org/ .

he Dust Bowl,” on display through 

xas Oil Museum at Kilgore 

, 1301 S. Henderson Blvd., Kilgore. The 
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BY SHERRY P. SHEPHARD

sshephard@news-journal.com

U
pcoming Christmas 

tree lightings in 

Longview and Tyler 

are sure to shine a light on 

the holiday season.

This is the fourth year for 

Longview’s community tree 

lighting ceremony, scheduled 

r 4 to 7 p.m. Sunday at Heri-

dinator 

Les Hassell/News-Journal File Photo

The crowd cheers as a giant Christmas tree is lit during the second annual Community Tree Lighting event at Heritage Plaza. This year’s ceremo-

ny is scheduled for 4 p.m. Sunday.

SHINING        A LIGHT
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BRIGHTEN THE HOLIDAY SEASON

BRIGHTEN THE HOLIDAY SEASON

BECKVILLE LADYCATS NOW ONE WIN AWAY FROM STATE TITLE / 1B

LISD program targets student safety


