
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr

1 KILLED IN 
DALLAS CRANE 

COLLAPSE
PAGE 5A

TECH HEADED 
TO OMAHA
Red Raiders eliminate Oklahoma State in their NCAA 
Super Regional series, punch ticket to College World Series.
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TAKE TWO

Hearings scheduled 
on Mueller report
House Democrats have sched-
uled a series of hearings this 
week on the special counsel’s 
report as they intensify their 
focus on the Russia probe 
and pick up the pace on an 
investigative “path” that 
some of them hope leads to 
impeachment of the president. 
Page 2A

THE NATION

Sex abuse crisis focus 
as bishops convene
Roman Catholic bishops gather 
for a national meeting Tuesday 
under heavy pressure to 
acknowledge their oversight 
failures in the sex abuse criss 
and give a larger role to lay 
Catholics and secular authori-
ties. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 87.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Saturday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
2-14-17-35-36-45
Cash value
jackpot:
$5.41 million

Powerball
9-13-42-48-60 
Powerball: 18
Power Play: 2
Cash value
jackpot:  
$43.1 million

BY JOLIE MCCULLOGH, ACACIA CORONADO 
AND CHRIS ESSIG

The Texas Tribune

In January 2016, Houston police 
took $955 from a man they said was 
a gang member with a criminal 
history because they suspected he 
was selling painkillers that were 
found in his car during a traffic 
stop. When prosecutors discovered 

he had a valid prescription for the 
drugs, they dropped the possession 
charge.

But the man’s money still went 
into the coffers of  the police de-
partment and the local prosecutor.

A few months later near the 
U.S.-Mexico border, a Webb County 
sheriff’s deputy pulled over a south-
bound car that Border Patrol agents 
had flagged for having hidden com-
partments. There was nothing in 
the compartments, but because 
deputies suspected it was tied to 
drug trafficking, they still seized 
the 2007 Nissan Altima. The driver 
wasn’t charged with a crime.

Big bucks and little transparency
Examination of asset 
forfeiture in Texas shows 
wide variance, raises 
constitutional questions

THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

In the piney woods of  East Tex-
as, Smith County law enforcement 
almost never seize property with-
out filing criminal charges — and 
the tone is set by the district attor-
ney’s office.

Smith County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Thomas Wilson, 
who leads the forfeiture division, 
said his office’s policy is to only 
seize property if  there’s a criminal 

charge. He said he’s had officers 
call him after pulling someone over 
with $16,000 in cash, and he asked 
them: “Well, how is that illegal?”

The Texas Tribune reviewed 
all 35 state seizure cases in Smith 
County from 2016, and only two of  
them did not coincide with a crim-
inal charge. In one case, Wilson 
said a co-defendant was charged 
with drug possession, and in the 

In Smith County, seizures 
usually tied to convictions

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

H
ENDERSON — Bill Hale’s life 
was going along just fine in 
1996 when something unex-
pected rolled up while he was 

working on a fence beside the road.
A descendant of  settlers who ar-

rived in Rusk County in 1856, the son 
of  Louis and Jeanne had returned 
home in 1980 after working on ranch-
es in Northeast Texas, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma for Premier Beef  Cattle Co.

Home again, the Kilgore High 
School and Texas A&M University 
alum was working the 200-plus acre 
Texas Century Ranch in partnership 
with his father. He was raising a son 
and daughter with his wife, Rebecca.

In 1996, though, his fence-building 
and life as a rancher were interrupted, 
Hale recalled last week after he and the 
rest of the Rusk County Commission-
ers Court adjourned a regular meeting.

That day in ‘96, a friend of  his 

‘A COURTHOUSE FAMILY’
Rusk County Commissioner Bill Hale announces retirement at end of sixth term

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Rusk County Pct. 1 Commissioner Bill Hale is seen this past week outside the county courthouse in Henderson. Hale says 
he will retire after finishing his sixth term next year.

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

Longview business owner Kaylie 
Dollison knows what a challenge feels 
like.

“Dealing with morning sickness 
during first period is hard,” she said last 
week, sitting in the spray-tan business 
she started more than two years ago in 
the Pine Tree area of Longview called 
Mermaid Lagoon. “I graduated (from 
high school) eight months pregnant.”

Dollison turned 30 in February, 
having survived teen pregnancy, drug 
abuse, bullying and an outlook that did 
not look rosy when she became preg-
nant her senior year at White Oak High 
School. Her story of  accomplishment 
is being told in a book of  13 stories of  
women who overcame obstacles.

“My story is about being bullied and 
assaulted and drug problems and be-
ing a teen mom,” Dollison said. “It was 
hard. I wasn’t the only pregnant person 
(in my class), but I’m the only one that 
stayed and graduated. Everyone ex-
pected me to drop out.”

“When She Rises,” available on Ama-
zon, celebrates women who overcame a 
terrorist attack, a mother’s suicide and 
other obstacles.

Longview business owner’s story part of new anthology

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Kaylie Dollison is seen Friday at her business, Mermaid Lagoon in Longview. 
Dollison’s story of overcoming obstacles is included in a new anthology book.

BY MIKE DEBONIS, FELICIA SONMEZ 
AND JULIET EILPERIN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and his acting 
Homeland Security secretary 
Sunday defended their new 
agreement with the Mexican 
government to curb migra-
tion, striking back at Demo-
cratic critics — including accu-
sations that at least some parts 
of the deal predated Trump’s 
recent tariff  threats.

In morning tweets, Trump 
said that Mexico “was not 
being cooperative on the Bor-
der” before the deal reached 
Friday. Now, he said, “I have 
full confidence, especially af-
ter speaking to their President 
yesterday, that they will be 
very cooperative and want to 
get the job properly done.”

He also said he could move 
to reimpose tariffs if  Mexi-
co doesn’t follow through on 
its promises. Some aspects 
of the deal, he added, remain 
to be announced — “one in 
particular,” he said, “will be 
announced at the appropriate 
time.”

Meanwhile, Acting Home-
land Security Secretary Kevin 
McAleenan credited Trump’s 
tariff  threats — which would 
have placed a 5 percent levy 
on Mexican goods starting 
Monday, ratcheting up over 

Trump 
defends 
deal with 
Mexico
Says tariffs still possible 
if country falls short 
on migration pledges

‘When She Rises’ tells about 
women who overcame 
obstacles, benefits nonprofit 
group One Woman at a Time

“If Commissioner 
Hale tells you 

something, you can 
take it to the bank. 
I hate to see him 

leaving; it’s a good 
thing I’ve got his 

phone number in my 
speed-dial.”

Chief Sheriff’s Deputy 
 Charles Helton
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