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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Murder suspect gets 
99 years in prison
A Longview man accused of 
murder and possession of child 
pornography was sentenced 
for failing to register as a sex 
offender. Page 5A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
0-0-1
Pick 3 day
3-9-0
Pick 3 evening
6-7-0
Pick 3 night
8-3-6

Cash Five
4-12-14-15-35
Mega Millions
10-14-20-47-70
MB: 15
Megaplier: 2

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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THE NATION

Senate GOP blocks 
Capitol riot probe 
Senate Republicans on Friday 
blocked creation of a  
bipartisan panel to investigate 
the deadly siege. Page 2A

Today’s weather
A.M. shower, cloudy.

High of 75.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A
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BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

Longview’s outdoor pools 
reopen today for the sum-
mer, with Splash Day mark-
ing another step toward nor-
malcy from the COVID-19 
restrictions of  a year ago.

“Everything is pret-
ty much what you would 
have seen pre-COVID,” 
said Scott Caron, the city’s 
parks and recreation direc-
tor.

The city is still encour-

aging social distancing for 
people using the pools, and 
additional cleaning is be-
ing conducted. A year ago, 
COVID-19 restrictions saw 
the pools open at reduced 
capacities and in two-hour 
increments, with facilities 
closing between swim ses-
sions for cleaning.

“Our staff  will be san-
itizing high-touch points 
more frequently than what 
we had done pre-COVID,” 
Caron said.

The pools’ hours also 

have changed. Ingram 
Pool, at 1400 N. 10th St., and 
Longview Swim Center, at 
1111 W. Fairmont St., will 
follow the same schedule 
this year: 12:30 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesday-Sunday. Pools will 
be closed Mondays.

The change gives resi-
dents more time to use the 
pools, compared with the 
previous operating hours of  
2-6 p.m., Caron said. It also 
helps accommodate a daily 
scheduling conflict for many 
families — afternoon nap 

time for younger children.
“We wanted to be consis-

tent between both pools,” 
he said, and being closed 
Mondays allows for staff  
training and deep cleaning 
to take place while the pools 
are closed. Mondays typi-
cally have been the slowest 
days at the pools, he said.

Today’s Splash Day pool 
admission is $1. Regular ad-
mission is $2 for youth and 
$3 for adults.

Caron also noted that 
after cancelling swim les-

sons a year ago because of  
COVID-19, the city is once 
again offering Learn to 
Swim classes.

“I encourage everybody 
to take lessons or at least to 
get comfortable with the wa-
ter,” he said. East Texas has 
so many bodies of  waters, he 
added. “It’s one of  those life-
long skills everyone needs to 
know.”

For information, vis-
it www.longviewtexas.
gov/2270/Learn-to-Swim or 
call (903) 237-1270.

BY SCOTT BRUNNER
sbrunner@news-journal.com

John Nustad made a social media post 
in early March asking if  anyone in his 
book club has a connection with various 
authors, and one name quickly raised 
eyebrows — Matthew McConaughey.

Nustad said he started working on 
trying different avenues to contact the 
Longview High School graduate and 
Academy-Award winning actor to speak 
about his book, “Greenlights,” and “one 
of  those avenues actually panned out.”

McConaughey is 
set to speak via video-
conferencing platform 
Zoom at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day to the club and 
anyone else who gets 
in under the registra-
tion limit.

Nustad, who start-
ed the Longview Book 
Club, said he usual-
ly goes to bed early, but it was late one 

BY KATE MCGEE
The Texas Tribune

Texas GOP senators revived a con-
tentious bill Friday night that would 
limit how Texas teachers can talk 
about current events and Ameri-
ca’s history of  racism in the class-
room, hours after House Democrats 
seemed to have successfully killed 
the legislation. The bill now appears 
back on track to reach Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s desk for approval.

House Bill 3979 originated in the 
House, but the Senate substantially 
changed it earlier this month. Those 
changes included stripping out more 
than two dozen requirements that 
students study the writings or sto-
ries of  multiple women and people 
of  color.

When the bill went back before the 
House on Friday, state Rep. James 
Talarico, D-Round Rock, raised a 
procedural violation, arguing that 
some changes from the Senate were 
not relevant to the bill. His point of  
order was sustained, appearing to 
block the bill in the final days of  the 
Legislature.

But hours later, senators removed 
the amended language and revert-
ed back to the House version of  the 
bill, over the objections of  Democrat-
ic senators. State Sen. Royce West, 
D-Dallas, called his own point of  or-
der in the upper chamber to try to 
block the Senate’s move, noting that 
the Senate rules say that a four-fifths 
vote is required to pass out a bill this 
late in the legislative session. But Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick, who presides over 
the Senate, overruled that objection. 
Patrick told senators, some of  whom 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

U
nder the lights at 
Bobcat Stadium, the 
high school graduation 
season in the Longview 

area came to an end Friday 
evening as Hallsville seniors 
collected their diplomas.

Guests at Friday’s commence-
ment might have thought they 
were seeing double — and they 
were. Jiasen Zhang is valedicto-
rian of  the Class of  2021, while 
his twin brother, Jiamiao Zhang, 
is the salutatorian. And their 
sister and triplet, Jiarui Zhang, 
is in the top 10% of the class.

Gladewater High School also 
held its graduation Friday night 
at Jack V. Murphy Stadium.

See more photos with this 
story at news-journal.com .

Club to host talk with McConaughey 

The Longview Book 
Club on Tuesday is 
hosting a virtual 
discussion with Mat-
thew McConaughey 
about his book, 
“Greenlights.”

Special to the  
News-Journal

John Nustad

Almost 
dead, bill 
on race 
revived
Measure would dictate how 
race-related issues taught 
in Texas classrooms

Pools to open with relaxed COVID-19 restrictions

CLOSING THE DOOR
Hallsville High School graduation wraps up commencement season in area

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Logan Baldridge helps fellow Hallsville graduate Kasie Rodgers with her cap before the start of Friday’s commence-
ment ceremony at Bobcat Stadium.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Hallsville’s Jiasen Zhang’s delivers his valedictory address during Friday’s 
commencement ceremony at Bobcat Stadium.

POLICE: MAN POSED AS WOMAN ON DATING SITE, LURED MEN / 5A

See CLUB, Page 3A

See BILL, Page 3A


