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ETMPA students 
learn as they garden
East Texas Montessori  Prep 
Academy has partnered with 
Texas Agrilife Extension to help 
the students grow a garden 
and learn where vegetables 
come from. Page 5A
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TRUMP: DIDN’T 
PRESS FOR 

DIRT ON BIDEN  
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

LOBOS PREP FOR 
11-6A OPENER 
LHS (4-0) tries to stay undefeated when district play opens 
against Rockwall (3-1) at home Friday. 
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Consultant fees pay 
off with savings
A consultant whose $50,000 
price tag raised questions 
earlier this month was cred-
ited Monday with saving $1.75 
million in insurance costs to 
the city of Longview employee 
health plan. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Evening storms.
High of 91.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-5-8
Pick 3 day
9-5-3
Pick 3 evening
2-3-3
Pick 3 night
6-2-9

Cash Five
12-13-15-24-32
Texas Two-Step
2-10-22-34
Bonus: 30

ERIN MANSFIELD
emansfield@tylerpaper.com

Property rights, traffic safe-
ty and environmental impacts 
are on the minds of  East Tex-
ans as a regional mobility au-
thority considers how to build 
the final portion of  an outer 
loop around Tyler.

Known as Segment 6, the 
new road would extend Toll 
49 from an intersection with 
Texas 110 near Whitehouse to 
the northeast corner of  Smith 
County, near U.S. 271 and In-
terstate 20 just west of  Gregg 
County.

The road has been built in 
pieces since 2004 to create 
an outer loop for Tyler that 

Stakeholders consider different  
routes for new Toll 49 expansion 

See TOLL 49, Page 3A

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview municipal advis-
ers are taking a closer eye to 
the Paula Martin Jones Recre-
ation Center.

On Monday, Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board mem-
bers asked for information 
about needed maintenance or 
other repairs to the 70-year-
old rec center on S. High 
Street. Their request came fol-
lowing complaints from a local 
resident.

“We would like for at least 
the basic maintenance to be 
taken into consideration,” 
Marsha Johnson said at the 
board’s regular meeting. 
Johnson complained about 
mold found at the rec center 

Woman cites run-down 
conditions, mold at Paula 
Martin Jones building

See REC CENTER, Page 3A

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A car fired on by a Longview 
police officer who said it was 
being driven toward him 
during a traffic stop was being 
sought Monday, along with the 
driver and another suspect 
who got away on foot.

The incident occurred late 
Sunday in the parking lot of  
the Sunset Inn, a motel in the 
1300 block of  West Marshall 
Avenue.

According to police, the 
shooting occurred after two 
people exited the sedan and a 
man still inside began to drive 
away. The officer gave com-
mands for the driver to stop, 
but he ignored them and kept 
driving toward the officer, 
who fired.

The driver got away in the 
car, and one of  the two peo-
ple who had exited the car got 
away on foot.

Police described the suspect 
vehicle as a black Nissan Al-
tima with Texas license plate 
KTV 6990.

Anyone with information 
about the incident that oc-

Suspects 
sought after 
officer fires 
at vechile

Resident 
calls for 
repair to 
center

See POLICE, Page 3A

A policeman shot at a 
car he said was driving 
toward him Sunday

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

L
ongview ISD has 
been on a steep 
learning curve the 

past year as it converted 
about half  its campus-
es to charter schools, 
its board president 
said Monday. Now, the 
district wants to apply 
what it learned to the 
possibility of  taking the 
program districtwide.

About two dozen peo-
ple turned out Monday 
evening for the first of  
four community meet-
ings called for the district 
to share information and 
receive input before ap-
plying to convert all cam-
puses to charter schools 
run by a private entity.

“Senate Bill 1882 came 

to our attention, and we 
decided that if  the state 
of  Texas was going to give 
money to public schools 
and allow the districts to 
remain in control, then 
we were going to go for 
it,” said board President 
Ginia Northcutt.

Such conversions 
were made possible by 
Senate Bill 1882, which 
was passed in 2017 to 
lay a path for a nonprof-
it charter school group 
to operate public school 
campuses. Longview ISD 
officials have hailed it as 
a way to fund innovative 
educational programs 
and receive a significant 
infusion of state money.

In May, Longview got 
approval to turn six of  
its 13 schools into a dis-
trict-within-a-district of  

charter campuses. Those 
campuses, operated by 
the nonprofit East Texas 
Advanced Academies, 

are East Texas Mon-
tessori Prep Academy, 

Is it time to switch?
Longview ISD hosts first town hall for districtwide charter proposal

Michael Cavazos/ News Journal Photo

TEA Executive Adviser Paul Pastorek speaks during a pub-
lic meeting being held by Longview ISD about districtwide 
charter schools Monday at the East Texas Advanced 
Manufacturing Academy. 

Sarah A. Miller/Tyler Morning Telegraph

Plans are underway to extend Toll 49 northward, toward Interstate 20 in the eastern 
part of Smith County.

See CHARTER, Page 3A
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LISD School Board President Ginia Northcutt speaks during a public meeting about districtwide charter schools Monday 
at the East Texas Advanced Manufacturing Academy.


