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Brother helped save 
three sisters in fire 
Dallas Cadenhead got his three 
little sisters — Ellicia Mendez, 
Maci Cadenhead and Elizabeth 
Mendez — out of their burning 
home, though their parents 
Courtney Jean Cline Mendez 
and Benjamin Mendez Jr. died  
in the fire. Page 5A

NATION/WORLD

China to stop U.S. Navy 
visits to Hong Kong
China said Monday it will 
suspend U.S. military ship and 
aircraft visits to Hong Kong 
and sanction several groups in 
retaliation for the signing into 
law of legislation supporting 
anti-government protests. 
Page 4B

Today’s weather

Plenty of sunshine.
High of 66.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.
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customer service if your
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Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and then 
comment on al-
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story at news-journal.com.
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CAN BIG 12 
MAKE IT IN?
As No. 6 Oklahoma takes on No. 8 Baylor, a berth in the 
college football playoffs could be on the line.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-8-5
Pick 3 day
1-2-2
Pick 3 evening
4-0-1
Pick 3 night
0-3-0

Cash Five
7-10-12-32-35
Texas Two-Step
21-23-31-32
Bonus:5

Christmas Kids Countdown

22 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS! MISS A CHRISTMAS KID? GO TO NEWS-JOURNAL.COM 

Name: Evelyn Turner
Age: 4
Parents: Daryl Lighthall and 

Destiny Diggs
What do you think it is like 

to be one of Santa’s elves?: I 
think they get presents ready for 
children.

For Christmas, I’m giving my 
Mom and/or Dad: I’m giving cups, 
plate, spoons and bowls.

What is your favorite family 
Christmas tradition?: Seeing 
Santa at Carmela’s Magical Santa 
Land.

BY MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Chief  
Justice John Roberts ap-
peared Monday to be the key 
vote in whether the Supreme 
Court considers expanding 
gun rights or sidesteps its 
first case on the issue in near-
ly 10 years.

The court’s dismissal of  
the case would be a disap-
pointment to gun-rights 

advocates and a huge relief  
to gun-control groups. Both 
sides thought a conserva-
tive Supreme Court majority 
fortified by two appointees 
of  President Donald Trump, 
Justices Neil Gorsuch and 
Brett Kavanaugh, might use 
the case to expand on land-
mark decisions from a decade 
ago that established a right 
to keep a gun at home for 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Jody Clements, Longview ISD’s 
assistant superintendent of  human 
resources and community relations, 
will retire at the end of  the fall se-
mester. His last day will be Dec. 20.

District trustees approved Cle-
ments’ retirement and hiring of  
Center ISD Superintendent James 

Hockenberry as his replacement at 
a special meeting Monday.

Clements said his retirement eligi-
bility begins Dec. 20, which is why he 
made the decision to leave now, after 
32 years of  working in education.

Board president Ginia Northcutt 
said the school board was shocked 
and saddened when it learned of  
Jody’s retirement plans, but happy 
for him.

“I wish him the best, and I’ve en-
joyed working with him,” Northcutt 
said. “We’re going to miss Jody, and 
we’re looking forward to working 

LISD assistant chief set to retire

Assistant  
Superintendent of 
Human Resources 
and Community 
Relations Jody 
Clements speaks 
in 2016. He will 
retire Dec. 20 from 
Longview ISD.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal File PhotoSee RETIRE, Page 3A

BY AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press

LONDON — Crying foul over 
timing, President Donald Trump 
on Monday accused Democrats of  
scheduling this week’s impeach-
ment hearing to undercut him 
during his trip abroad for a NATO 
leaders’ meeting playing out at a 
crucial moment for the 70-year-old 
military alliance.

Trump, who arrived in London 
late Monday for two days of  meet-
ings, called the trip “one of  the 
most important journeys that we 
make as president” before depart-
ing Washington and noted Dem-
ocrats had long known about the 
meeting.

The president lashed out at Dem-
ocrats again soon after arriving in 
the U.K. He said on Twitter that he 
had read the Republican report de-
signed to counter Democrats’ im-
peachment case on his flight. The 
report, which was obtained by The 
Associated Press, called Trump’s 
hesitation to provide military aid 
to Ukraine “entirely prudent.”

“Prior to landing I read the Re-
publicans Report on the Impeach-
ment Hoax. Great job! Radical 
Left has NO CASE. Read the Tran-
scripts,” Trump wrote on Twitter. 
“Shouldn’t even be allowed. Can 
we go to Supreme Court to stop?”

It was not immediately clear un-
der what legal grounds Trump was 
calling for the high court’s involve-
ment.

Trump’s trip comes amid ongo-
ing quarrels over defense spending 
by NATO allies and widespread 
anxiety over the president’s com-
mitment to the alliance.

The president said his trip would 
be focused on “fighting for the 
American people.” But in the more 
than two months that the impeach-
ment inquiry has been underway, 

Inquiry 
shadows 
Trump at  
meeting

See INQUIRY, Page 3A

Roberts holds key to 
case over gun law

See KEY, Page 3A

FROM STAFF REPORTS

O
n Monday, the 
Longview Arboretum 
hosted Holly-Days 

in the Gardens, a first-ever 
event welcoming guests to 
tour the arboretum after 
normal hours. 

 This coincided with the 
grand opening of  the gift 
shop. The Gifting Tree, 
a branch of  Heartisans 
Marketplace in partner-
ship with the arboretum, 
is located within the new 
facility at 706 W. Cotton St. 
in Longview.

For more holiday themed 
events around East Texas, 
see @play in the D sec-
tion on Thursday in the 
News-Journal.

Longview Arboretum offers Holly-Days in the Garden

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Laynee Jo Perkins, 6, reacts to her reflection after having her face painted by Angie Anders on Monday at Holly-Days 
in the Garden at the Longview Arboretum and Nature Center. 

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Covenant Olatunde performs for guests Monday at Holly-Days in the Garden at 
the Longview Arboretum and Nature Center.

SMILES AND JOY

District already names  
Hockenberry as replacement 
for outgoing school exec


