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Procession honors 
UT Health paramedic
A convoy of emergency and 
law enforcement vehicles 
honored David Eads, who died 
on duty. Page 5A

THE NATION

Chief: Parade-crash 
suspect not terrorist
Official says no evidence 
Darrell Brooks Jr. knew anyone 
on route and acted alone in 
Wisconsin tragedy. Page 2A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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KC FOOTBALL 
PLAYERS EARN 

AWARDS 
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

FINDING WIN 
COLUMN AGAIN
The Spring Hill Panthers won their fifth straight game, rolling 
to a 77-53 win over Rains on Monday in boys basketball.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

news-journal.comTUESDAY
November 23, 2021

What’s inside
Advice.......................................6B

Classifieds.................................8B

Comics.......................................7B

Leisure......................................6B

Markets.....................................2A

Obituaries.................................4B

Opinion .....................................4A

Monday’s lottery

$1.00

Today’s weather

Partly sunny.
High of 68.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Pick 3 morning
1-9-6 FB: 9
Pick 3 day
3-2-9 FB: 5
Pick 3 evening
0-6-3 FB: 2
Pick 3 night
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Daily 4 morning
7-1-2-1 FB: 0
Daily 4 day
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Daily 4 evening
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Daily 4 night
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Powerball
7-20-29-38-67
Powerball: 22
Power Play: 2
Lotto Texas
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8-12-27-29
Bonus: 23
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After announcing he was con-
sidering a run for Texas attorney 
general earlier this month, U.S. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert said Monday 
he will challenge incumbent Ken 
Paxton in the March Republican 
primary.

Gohmert, R-Tyler, announced 
his plans to explore a campaign for 
attorney general on Nov. 9 during 
an event and through a campaign 
website. He delivered his official 

announcement on 
Monday night just 
before 8 p.m. via a 
YouTube video.

With the web-
site (gohmert.net), 
Gohmert asked 
for 10,000 people to 
send $100 each by 
Nov. 19 to reach $1 
million. The web-
site said, “that amount to start with 
will allow a state-wide campaign to 
have a chance.”

“It’s my honor to let you know 

that we’ve reached our initial goal 
of  raising $1 million in order to 
start a run for Texas attorney gen-
eral,” Gohmert said in the video, 
thanking donors for allowing a 
“proper start” to the campaign but 
noting more funds will be needed.

If  elected, Gohmert said he will 
start “boldly protecting” Texans’ 

rights on Day 1.
“Unconstitutional mandates will 

not be tolerated from anyone,” he 
said. “Parental consent is still an 
important concept in America, and 
especially in Texas.”

Gohmert said one priority of  his 
will be to secure the state’s south-
ern border, adding “the invasion 
has to stop.”

Another top focus will be elec-
tion integrity, he said, “so that ev-
ery legal vote counts.”

“Changing voting laws by any-
one but the legislature is also un-
constitutional,” Gohmert said. 
“Our AG (Ken Paxton) was suing 
other states, as I would have, but 
he failed to ensure Texas abided by 

BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

V
olunteers and packages 
of  food filled Maude 
Cobb Convention and 

Activity Center Monday as 
teams prepared, stacked 
and sorted ahead of  today’s 
Longview Thanksgiving Food 
Drive distribution.

Charlotte Davis, chair of  the 
annual drive, said the volun-
teers were preparing boxes of  
food for about 900 families for 

the 37th annual event.
“We’re filling 1,000 boxes,” 

Davis said of  the volunteers, 
the largest percentage of  
which she said were high 
school students.

Among the volunteers was 
Davis’ granddaughter, 17-year-
old Longview High School 
junior Alexus Thomas, who 
said she has been volunteering 
at the food drive since she was 
12. She had been at Maude 
Cobb since 9:30 a.m.

“I’ll keep coming until they 

don’t want me anymore,” 
Thomas said with a laugh.

Volunteers could use the 
food drive’s website to sign up 
for two-hour shifts beginning 
at 10 a.m. and going until 
6 p.m.

Thomas is part of  a stu-
dent group at Longview High 
School with Luke Farr, 16, 
who also volunteered Monday 
at the food drive. It also was 
not Farr’s first time volunteer-
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The Longview Economic Develop-
ment is facing a challenge.

Available land and buildings that 
could be used to help attract companies 
to the market are limited in Longview 
and its extraterritorial jurisdiction.

“Where do we go from here,” said 
Wayne Mansfield, LEDCO’s president 
and CEO, explaining the reason for a 
presentation he gave to the organiza-
tion’s board of  directors this past week.

Mansfield’s presentation reviewed 
the properties LEDCO markets, includ-
ing the remaining land in the Longview 
Business Park off  Eastman Road in 
South Longview and the North Busi-
ness Park off  Judson Road. He also in-
cluded privately-owned buildings LED-
CO helps market, such as the vacant 
Ball/Rexam building on Fisher Road 
and the Neiman Marcus distribution 
center that will be ending operations 
after the holidays in the Longview Busi-
ness Park and other smaller buildings 
across town.

“It was more of  a bringing it to the 
attention of  the board, that we need to 
start being a little proactive,” he said.

Mansfield said LEDCO is receiving 
requests for information from business-
es it can’t respond to, for instance, com-
panies that are a looking for 200 or 500 
acres of  land that is served by rail.

“And that’s missed opportunities be-
cause we don’t have that currently in 
our inventory,” he said.

The Longview Business Park consists 

LEDCO 
limited on 
land and 
buildings
Organization looking at next 
steps, being more ‘proactive’

BY DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Business Writer

Turkeys may not be able to fly 
very far. But their prices can soar 
— along with the costs of  other hol-
iday staples like cranberry sauce 
and pie filling.

The Thanksgiving table hasn’t 
been spared the price inflation that 
is rampant elsewhere in the econo-
my because of  strong consumer de-

mand and labor shortages.
The American Farm Bureau es-

timates a Thanksgiving feast for 
10, complete with sweet potatoes, 
rolls, a vegetable tray and a pie with 
whipped cream, will cost $53.31 this 
year, up 14% from a year ago. It’s an 
unusual spike. Before this year, the 
annual cost estimate had been fall-
ing since 2015.

A more recent survey of  grocery 
store prices by the U.S. Department 

of  Agriculture shows a different 
basket of  Thanksgiving staples up 
5.5%, after stores started running 
more discounts.

“The inflation is real. Everybody 
is saying that. Everybody is feeling 
it,” said Butterball President and 
CEO Jay Jandrain. “Whether it’s 
labor, transportation, packaging 
materials, energy to fuel the plants 
— everything costs more.”

North Carolina-based Butterball, 

which supplies around one-third 
of  Thanksgiving turkeys, struggled 
to attract workers earlier this year, 
leading to processing delays. While 
turkeys waited, they grew bigger, 
adding to already skyrocketing 
costs for corn and soybean feed.

But Jandrain said labor shortag-
es have lessened and the company 
was able to secure enough trucks to 

Yes, there are turkeys for Thanksgiving — for a price

See TURKEYS, Page 3A

See LEDCO, Page 3A

Gohmert announces run for Texas AG

 Louie Gohmert

Volunteers prepare for Thanksgiving Food Drive distribution

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Longview Thanksgiving Food Drive volunteers Jaisa Zuniga, left, and Estrella Gonzalez on Monday fill boxes 
with food at Maude Cobb Convention and Activity Center. 

FILLING A NEED

See FOOD, Page 3A

See GOHMERT, Page 3A


