
WWW.ECU.ORG
Federally insured by NCUA

EXTRAORDINARY
REWARDS for Everyday

People

Announcing a record-breaking

$14 MILLION in EXTRAORDINARY DIVIDENDS
to be rewarded to members in early 2020

– totaling $132 MILLION given back since 1998.

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Ex-fire chief pleads 
guilty to fund misuse
James Burks, 45, a former East 
Mountain volunteer fire chief, 
has pleaded guilty to misusing 
fire department funds and now 
faces two to 10 years in prison. 
Page 5A

Today’s weather

Cloudy, rain.
High of 74.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications 
to Editor Richard Brack at (903) 
237-7759. Sports corrections can 
be found in Scoreboard.
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SENATE MAY GET 
IMPEACHMENT 

ARTICLES TODAY
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

WHAT COMES 
NEXT FOR LSU? 
After winning national championship, coach Ed Orgeron 
aleady thinking ahead about titles and players.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-0-4
Pick 3 day
1-7-3
Pick 3 evening
2-7-7
Pick 3 night
0-9-4

Cash Five
1-3-12-13-25
Mega Millions
9-11-13-31-47
MB: 11
Megaplier: 2
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BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

East Texas school districts are 
mostly at the state and regional aver-
ages for graduation, attendance and 
dropout rates, though some districts 
are performing better than state and 
regional rates.

The Texas Academic Performance 
Reports from the Texas Education 
Agency annually pull together a 
range of information on how stu-
dents perform in each school and dis-
trict in Texas. The reports also give 

information on staff, programs and 
demographics for each school and 
district, according to the TEA.

The reports for the 2018-19 school 
year are now available, with infor-
mation on 2017-18 graduation, atten-
dance and dropout rates.

Graduation rates
Most high schools in the area had 

graduation rates at or above the state 
average, which was 90% for four-year 
graduates in the class of  2018. The 
four-year rate for districts within the 
Region 7 Education Service Center 

was higher at 93.3%.
Both the four-year and five-year 

graduation rates are listed in the 
TAPR.

Pine Tree ISD Superintendent 
Steve Clugston said the four-year 
rates reflect students who complete 
high school in the usual four years, 
while the five-year rates pertain to 
students who need an extra year to 
complete credits.

Clugston said he believes the five-
year rate is a better representation of  

BY ALEXANDRA JAFFE, STEVE PEOPLES 
AND DARLENE SUPERVILLE 

Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Eliz-
abeth Warren made a vigorous 
case for a female president and 
stood behind her accusation 
suggesting sexism by progres-
sive rival Bernie Sanders Tues-
day night in a tense Democratic 
debate that raised gender as a 
key issue in the sprint to Iowa’s 
presidential caucuses.

Sanders vehemently denied 

Warren’s accusation, which 
threatened to split the Demo-
cratic Party’s far-left flank — 
and a longtime liberal alliance 
— at a critical moment in the 
2020 contest.

“Look at the men on this 
stage. Collectively they have lost 
10 elections,” Warren exclaimed 
“The only people on this stage 
who have won every single elec-
tion that they’ve been in are the 
women.”

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

S
ULPHUR SPRINGS — The 
ongoing stalemate between 
Northeast Texas and North 

Texas over a proposed lake has 
frozen solid.

In their third meeting in about 
two months, representatives 
from both regions failed again to 
resolve their differences about 

the proposed Marvin Nichols 
Reservoir, which would inundate 
63,000 acres of  land and send 
thousands more acres into mit-
igation along the Sulphur River 
north of  Mount Pleasant.

Subcommittee members for 
Region C (Dallas-Fort Worth) 
and Region D (Northeast Texas) 
met Tuesday in Sulphur Springs 

BY ALIYYA SWABY
The Texas Tribune

Amid protests from teacher’s groups 
and public school advocates, Texas edu-
cation officials are rewriting the state’s 
rules for approving new charter schools 
to speed up the process and allow some 
charter operators to expand more quick-
ly and with less state oversight.

The Texas Education Agency solicited 
comments at a hearing in Austin Monday 
on proposed changes that would create a 
new scoring system to fast-track expan-
sion of  the highest-performing charters 
while prohibiting the lowest-rated ones 
from opening new schools.

A coalition of  advocacy groups and 
teachers associations argued at the 
hearing that the state should instead put 
up more roadblocks to slow expansion 
of  charter schools, which are managed 
by nonprofits but funded by the state.

They argued that letting some char-
ters open new schools almost automat-
ically would eventually burden the state 
financially and siphon taxpayer money 
and students from traditional school dis-
tricts. They also criticized the proposed 
scoring system, saying it could allow the 
proliferation of  charter schools that lure 
the most promising students from pub-
lic schools but fail to serve students with 
disabilities and language needs.

“(TEA officials) don’t have the ability 
to effectively process and take respon-

TEA looks 
at charter 
school 
expansion

REWRITING THE RULES

See CHARTER, Page 3A

Jan. 15, 1938: Judge E.M. 
Bramlette announced his can-
didacy for the District 2 seat in 
the Texas Senate to represent 

Gregg, Rusk, Harrison and 
Panola counties. Bramlette 

served as county judge from 
1916 to 1920 and was city 

attorney for 11 years.

Jimmy Daniell Isaac/News-Journal Photo

Rivercrest ISD Superintendent Stanley Jessee explains Tuesday how the proposed Marvin Nichols Reservoir 
would negatively impact his school district in Bogata at a joint subcommittee meeting on regional water plan-
ning at the Hopkins County Regional Civic Center in Sulphur Springs.

If you go
 ■ Region D Committee 
meeting

 ■ 1 p.m. Jan. 23
 ■ Region 8 Education Ser-
vice Center, 4845 U.S. 
271 North, Pittsburg

 ■ For information, go to:                     
tinyurl.com/regiond

NO COMPROMISE

Stalemate lingers over proposed 63,000-acre Marvin Nichols Reservoir

See RESERVOIR, Page 3A

Debate: Warren, Sanders spar over her claim of sexism
Democratic presidential 
candidates Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., left, and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
right, greet each other as 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden watches Tuesday be-
fore a Democratic presiden-
tial primary debate hosted 
by CNN and the Des Moines 
Register in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Patrick Semansky                               
AP PhotoSee DEBATE, Page 3A

Four-year graduation 
rates at area schools

 ■ Longview ISD: 95.4%
 ■ Pine Tree ISD: 94.1%
 ■ Spring Hill ISD: 98.2%
 ■ White Oak ISD: 99%
 ■ Hallsville ISD: 83.3%
 ■ Kilgore ISD: 95.2%
 ■ Gladewater ISD: 93.7%
 ■ Sabine ISD: 97.9%
 ■ Region 7: 93.3%
 ■ Statewide: 90%

Most ET schools beating state rates
TEA PERFORMANCE REPORTS

See RATES, Page 3A


