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KEEPING LOCAL 
KIDS IN SPOTLIGHT
Calling all East Texas senior athletes: We want to 
hear from you while your spring sport is on hiatus
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TAKE TWO

Income tax deadline 
moved to July 15
All taxpayers and businesses 
will have additional time to file 
and make payments without 
interest or penalties during the 
economic emergency caused 
by the coronavirus. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Sun through clouds.
High of 62.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST , PAGE 7A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-2-1
Pick 3 day
1-5-6
Pick 3 evening
7-1-0
Pick 3 night
5-9-2

Cash Five
1-5-9-14-32
Mega Millions
34-35-41-45-54
MB: 5
Megaplier: 4

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at 
news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Judges in Gregg and Rusk 
counties have extended cancel-
lation of  court dockets through 
May 1, and all Gregg County tax 
offices have closed to the public.

“I encourage people to go on-
line or make payments through 
the mail,” Tax Assessor-Col-
lector Kirk Shields said Friday 
afternoon. “We’ll be there in the 
office if  they want to call us, but 
we’re closed to walk-ins.”

Shields had restructured of-
fice staffs last week to keep his 
doors open to the public but 

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

I
n a world rocked by fears of  
COVID-19, people who work 
in health care, emergency 
services and in some other 

professions can’t work at home. 
And someone has to watch the 
children.

Some child care facilities 
closed along with East Texas 
public schools this past week. 
Other day cares, however, have 
taken on additional safety pre-
cautions issued by the state to 
try to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus, COVID-19, while 
still serving their families.

“Our clientele — we have sev-
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THIS DAY 
IN HISTORY

■ A story on Page 1A Friday 
about local restaurants’ 
response to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
order to close sit-down service 
effective midnight Friday 
misspelled the name of Rudy 
Kiapeta, owner of Tuscan Pig 
Italian Kitchen.

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Today marks the first day 
of  a statewide in-restau-
rant dining ban set in place 
Thursday by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott to help battle the grow-
ing spread of  COVID-19, but 
three local police depart-
ments say they don’t antic-
ipate traffic problems from 
hungry drivers lining up to 
buy takeout meals.

Police departments in 
Longview, White Oak and 
Hallsville said they have 
no plans in place in case 
of  traffic backups because 
of  shuttered front doors at 
restaurants. Abbott’s execu-
tive order, which took effect 
at midnight Friday and will 
remain through midnight 

April 3, prohibits eating and 
drinking at restaurants and 
bars, while still allowing 
takeout.

An official with the Texas 
Restaurant Association in 
Austin said restaurants play 
a big role in how Americans 
get their food.

Restaurants account for 
52% of  all meals nation-
wide, said Anna Tauzin, 
chief  revenue and inno-
vation officer with the 

restaurant association.
Brandon Thornton, in-

terim spokesman for the 
Longview Police Depart-
ment, said Longview po-
lice will respond to any 
traffic problems on a case-

by-case basis.
“If  something comes up, 

we will figure it out,” he said.
He said he does not know 

whether police have reached 
out to restaurants in re-
sponse to the Abbott’s order.

White Oak Police Chief  
Terry Roach echoed Thorn-
ton’s thoughts.

“I don’t think we are going 
to have much of  a problem 

‘THERE’S STILL  

A NEED FOR US’
Some area day cares stay open, implement extra safety precautions

Michael Cavazos/Longview News Journal Photo

Jessica Schulle holds her son Jaeger, 4, as his temperature is checked by director Regina Faber of Jordan Country 
Day School in Longview on Thursday. All children must have their temperature checked before being allowed into 
the day care. 

Michael Cavazos/Longview News Journal Photo

Director Regina Faber of Jordan Country Day School speaks with parents 
about the new drop off procedures before opening the Longview day care 
on Thursday.See DAY CARE, Page 3A

March 21, 1958: Five thousand 
public school teachers from a 
29-county area of East Texas 
arrived in Longview for the 
general sessions and work-

shops of the District VIII Texas 
State Teachers Association. 
Pine Tree Superintendent 

James T. Ogg, president of the 
district association, presided.

Juries 
cut; tax 
offices 
closed

Cops: Traffic backups unlikely amid ‘takeout only’ rule

See TAKEOUT, Page 3A

See COUNTIES, Page 3A
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Find our updated list of local  

coronavirus-related cancellations 
and postponements at 

 tinyurl.com/LNJlist.

BY TIM SULLIVAN  
AND NICOLE WINFIELD 

 Associated Press

Illinois and New York state 
joined California on Friday in 
ordering all 
residents to 
stay in their 
homes unless 
they have vital 
reasons to go 
out, restrict-
ing the move-
ment of more 
than 70 million 
Americans in the most sweeping 

3 states 
now on 
lockdown

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The number of COVID-19 cas-
es confirmed in Northeast Texas 
increased by at least five Friday 
as health officials confirmed com-
munity spread of the virus, the 
first cases were announced in Up-
shur and Cass counties and Smith 
County added another three.

Late Friday, Upshur Coun-
ty Judge Todd Tefteller told the 

News-Journal his county’s first 
case of the disease caused by the 
new coronavirus had been con-
firmed. He said a second case had 
been confirmed in a person who 
works in Upshur but lives outside 
the county.

“Both individuals are in self-iso-
lation per doctors’ orders,” Teft-
eller said in a statement. “Don’t be 
afraid. Listen to Governor Abbott 
and follow his orders.”

He declined to identify the sec-
ond case’s county of residence, 
but said it was travel related. If  the 
patient is a resident of Northeast 
Texas, it would mean the region’s 
total jumped by six Friday, to 14 in 
six counties.

Earlier Friday, officials in Smith 
County and Cass County said 
there was evidence of communi-
ty spread, which means the virus 
is being spread between members 
of a community. It was the first 

Upshur, Cass join count; Smith grows
Officials in 2 counties confirm community spread Northeast Texas cases

Here’s the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in Northeast Texas by county as of Friday 
evening:

 ■ Bowie County: 1
 ■ Cass County: 1
 ■ Gregg County: 1
 ■ Rusk County: 1
 ■ Smith County: 8
 ■ Van Zandt County: 1
 ■ Unknown: 1 (works in Upshur County)

Sources: Northeast Texas Public Health District, Upshur 

County Judge Todd Tefteller, Cass County Judge Becky Wilbanks
See CASES, Page 3A

See STATES, Page 3A

GREGG, RUSK COUNTIES
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■ Restaurants ask for tax relief. 
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■ Dow drops 900 
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■ Paper money 
shunned for fear 
of virus spread. 
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