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Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 93.
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
1-6-6
Pick 3 day
4-3-1
Pick 3 evening
4-9-9
Pick 3 night
9-6-7

Cash Five
6-8-16-22-28
Mega Millions
19-40-47-57-65
MB: 6
Megaplier: 2

LONGVIEW 
JUNETEENTH EVENTS

What, when and where: 
Softball tournament 
beginning at 9 a.m. at 
Broughton Park; parade at 10 
a.m. on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard; and car show at 1 
p.m. at Broughton Park
Cost:  Free admission

HISTORIC LONGVIEW 
FARMERS MARKET

What: Items for sale include 
free range egg and meats, goat 
cheese, roasted coffee, interna-
tional foods and items such as 
rolling pins, homemade soap, 
leather repair and more
When: 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. today
Where: West Cotton and South 
High streets in downtown 
Longview
Cost: Free admission

EAST TEXAS 
PRIDE FESTIVAL

What: Sixth annual event 
celebrating the area’s LGBTQIA 
community with food trucks, 
shopping, a beer garden, an 
outdoor children’s area and 
live entertainment
When: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. today
Where: Ag Pavilion at Maude 
Cobb Convention and Activity 
Center in Longview
Cost: Free admission

things to do 
this weekend 
in East Texas3

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview is considering contract-
ing with a private company to manage 
its vehicle fleet in a relationship that 
could save the city millions of dollars.

Enterprise Fleet Management is 
proposing to manage the city’s fleet. 
Enterprise is known more common-
ly for its vehicle rental service, and 
Longview Public Works Assistant Di-
rector Dwayne Archer said using the 
company’s expertise could be an ide-
al way for Longview “to get the best 
bang for our buck when it’s time to 
sell” vehicles in the city’s fleet.

Enterprise Fleet Consultant Na-
than Pickle talked to Longview City 
Council members about the poten-
tial savings at their regular meeting 
Thursday at City Hall.

“If  you can imagine the fleet that 
Enterprise has,” Archer said, “they 
know fleet management.”

Longview has a fleet of  196 vehi-
cles used across 32 departments, not 
including police. On average, the city 
acquires about 12 vehicles yearly 
and holds them about 16 years. Pick-
le said the city’s low average annu-
al mileage of  7,253 miles allows for 
good resale values.

Deal can 
save big 
bucks, 
city told

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

You’d almost think folks 
in Chicago don’t know how 
to run a hamburger restau-
rant.

Friday’s news that an in-
vestment bank based in that 
Midwestern city — which, by 

the way, is also home to Mc-
Donald’s — had acquired a 
majority stake in the Texas 
born-and-bred Whataburger 
chain seemed to take away 
the appetites of  many East 
Texans.

“Oh no! There goes the 
Texas best right out the 

window,” said Shannon 
Kay Ebarb, a Carthage res-
ident who commented af-
ter the news was posted at 
news-journal.com. “Those 
folks in Chicago have no idea 
how we do things.”

Longview resident Matt 
Williams put it this way: 

“That’s like saying a Texas 
barbecue sauce is made in 
Chicago.”

And this simple demand 
came from Greg Branch, also 
of  Longview: “Don’t Chicago 
our Whataburger.”

Fans should know all is 
not lost. The chain will re-
main based in San Antonio 

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE 
 AND ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump shifted gears Fri-
day on election interference, say-
ing “of  course” he would go to 
the FBI or the attorney general if  
a foreign power offered him dirt 
about an opponent.

Trump’s new stance was a 
walk back — to a degree — after 
he set off  a Washington firestorm 
earlier in the week by asserting 
he would not necessarily contact 
law enforcement if  offered dam-

aging material from an overseas 
source.

But in his latest comments, the 
president still said he would look 
at the proffered information to 
see whether it was “incorrect.”

“Of course, you have to look at 
it,” Trump said during a birthday 
appearance on “Fox and Friends.” 
He added: “But of course, you give 
it to the FBI or report it to the at-
torney general or somebody like 
that. You couldn’t have that hap-
pen with our country, and every-
body understands that.”

Trump: ‘Of course’ he’d tell FBI if he gets foreign dirt

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, said at a news 
conference Friday that 
candidates for elected 
office should contact the 
FBI if offered political 
dirt by a foreign govern-
ment.

Speaking to reporters 
at the University of Tex-
as at Austin after giving 
closing remarks for a 
youth conference, Cornyn made his position 
on the issue clear.

“For me,” Cornyn said, “if I knew that a 
foreign government was trying to influence 
an election, I would call the FBI.”

Cornyn’s comments come in the wake of a 
recent ABC News interview in which President 
Donald Trump said he would be willing to 
accept damaging information on a political 
rival — including 2020 Democratic candidates 
— if approached by a foreign government.

Cornyn said Friday he doesn’t believe 
legislation is necessary to force presidential 
candidates to “do what needs to be done” 
and report foreign interference.

— The Texas Tribune

Cornyn says candidates should notify FBI

Sen. John 
Cornyn

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he skyline of downtown Longview started 
taking on a new look Friday as a crew with 
a crane took on the city’s tallest building.

Workers removed the Citizens Nation-
al Bank sign from the VeraBank Building, for-
merly known as the Kilpatrick Life Insurance 
Building, at 200 N. Fredonia St. in Longview.

At 10 stories, the building is Longview’s tallest 

downtown structure, and Brad Tidwell, presi-
dent and CEO of  VeraBank, said the new signs 
identifying the building as VeraBank are due to 
go up in the next few days, perhaps by Monday.

The bank changed its name Jan. 22 from Cit-
izens National Bank to VeraBank because of  
growth, Tidwell said at the time. He said as Citi-
zens grew into new markets, it was bumping up 
against like-named banks, so it sought a name 
that was identifiable.

The signs, they are a changin’

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Workers remove the Citizens National Bank sign from the VeraBank Building, formerly known as the Kilpatrick Life 
Insurance Building, on Friday in downtown Longview.

Longview considers private 
vehicle fleet management

About the company
Owned by the Taylor family of St. Louis, 

Enterprise Fleet Management serves 
companies, government agencies and 
organizations with medium-sized fleets of 
20 or more vehicles.

Enterprise Fleet Management supplies 
most makes and models of cars, light- and 
medium-duty trucks and service vehicles 
across North America.

The company manages about 470,000 
vehicles in the United States and Canada.

Source: Enterprise Fleet Management

See FLEET, Page 3A

‘Don’t Chicago our Whataburger’
Fans bemoan sale of beloved Texas born-and-bred hamburger chain

See SALE, Page 3A

See TRUMP, Page 3A


