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TRUMP CLAIMS 
HE TRIED TO 
STOP CHANT

TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

HOLMES LEADS
BRITISH OPEN
J.B. Holmes concludes the first round of the British Open with 
a one-shot lead over Shane Lowry.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Region 7 educators 
attend workshop
Educators from around the re-
gion came together this week 
to learn about science-based 
career options for students 
after graduation. Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

‘Lion King’ remake 
is curiously lifeless
Life moves in a circle, “The Lion 
King” tells us, and, increasingly, 
so does studio moviemaking. 
“The Lion King” is missing 
something. A purpose, maybe, 
and a heart. Page 8B

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 94.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-4-3
Pick 3 day
1-3-0
Pick 3 evening
8-0-8
Pick 3 night
5-0-6

Cash Five
9-10-18-20-32
Texas Two-Step
2-10-24-26
Bonus: 34

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Log in through 
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then comment 
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BY JOLIE MCCULLOUGH
The Texas Tribune

Weeks after Texas prosecutors 
began dropping hundreds of  mar-
ijuana cases and stopped actively 
pursuing criminal charges because 
of  complications that arose from 
legalizing hemp, the state’s leaders 
have stepped into the fray.

Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen and Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton, all Republicans, 
sent a letter Thursday to Texas dis-
trict and county attorneys, empha-
sizing that a new hemp law does 
not decriminalize marijuana. They 
wrote that the prosecutors who 
have stepped back from marijuana 
charges after stating they cannot 
legally distinguish between legal 
hemp and marijuana without fur-
ther testing — almost all of  those in 
the state’s most 10 populous coun-
ties — misunderstand the new law.

“Failing to enforce marijuana 
laws cannot be blamed on legisla-
tion that did not decriminalize mar-
ijuana in Texas,” stated the letter.

House Bill 1325, which legalized 
hemp and hemp-derived products 
like CBD oil, soared through the 
Texas Legislature this year and was 
signed into law June 10 by Abbott. 
Since then, numerous Republican 
and Democratic district attorneys 
have said they can no longer active-
ly pursue misdemeanor marijuana 
cases because the new law changed 
the definition of  marijuana. Before, 
marijuana was defined as parts of  
the cannabis plant, but now it is 
only those parts that contain more 
than 0.3% of  tetrahydrocannabi-
nol, the psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana that produces a high. 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Hudson PEP Elementary 
School in Longview needs to 
add three more first-grade 

classrooms before school 
starts in August.

After Longview ISD 
switched to just the Iowa 
Assessment, a national 
standardized test, for all 
students in kindergarten 
through seventh grade, 234 
kindergarten students qual-
ified for Hudson PEP, said 
District Testing Coordinator 
Catina Love.

Of  those, the district has 
room to accept 102 students, 
Love said, and that means 
expanding from two class-
rooms to five. The three new 
classrooms will accommo-
date 66 of  the students, she 
said.

To make space, Hudson 
PEP Principal Sue Wilson 
said workers are cleaning 
out rooms that had been 

used for other purposes 
on the campus, waxing the 
floors and moving in desks 
and chairs.

To decide which of  the 
students who qualified actu-
ally get admitted to Hudson 
PEP, Wilson said a school 
committee starts at the top 
with the highest scorers 
and calls parents to let them 
know their children quali-

fied. Parents can accept or 
decline.

In the past, to get into 
Hudson PEP, students had 
to be nominated or parents 
chose to test for admission, 
Love said. Students would 
then take multiple tests to 
determine eligibility, she 
said.

BY CORY MCCOY
comccoy@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — Tyler foot-
ball greats Earl Campbell 
and Gary Baxter brought 
high school coaches and 
athletics trainers from 
across the region to-
gether this week to learn 
about their new Project 
Rose Research Institute 
for Sports Science.

Attendees at a presen-
tation Wednesday at Bay-
lor Scott & White Texas 
Spine & Joint Hospital in 
Tyler heard from experts 
in injury prevention, 
sports medicine, trau-
matic brain injuries and 
nutrition while learning 

about the institute.
One of  the services it 

will offer through the 
hospital is helping ath-
letes establish a baseline 
for their performance, 
so that in the event of  
an injury, their doctors, 
coaches and families can 
better understand the re-
covery process.

“If  I could have done 
this or had this in high 
school, it could have 
helped me when I got 
into the pros,” Baxter 
said. “I would have had 
a benchmark (for recov-
ery).”

After four seasons 
with the Baltimore Ra-
vens and two with the 

Cleveland Browns, Bax-
ter’s career in the NFL 
came to an end when he 
injured both knees. He 
said that had he been 
able to establish a bench-
mark, he might have 
been able to prevent or 
minimize the eventual 
injury.

“There’s more that 
we can do before we get 
hurt,” he said. “An ounce 
of  prevention can save a 
pound of  problems.”

Baxter said that while 
a very small percent of  
players will go pro, every 
player can benefit from 
a better approach to 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

R
onald Lee was told initial-
ly that NASA likely would 
recover less than 5% of  

space shuttle Columbia debris.
Lee, chief  of  NASA’s Office of  

Emergency Management who 
worked with the recovery effort 
in 2003, said federal agents re-
covered 36% of  the spacecraft 
— thanks largely to the more 
than 290 federal, state and local 
agencies, volunteer groups and 
private organizations who sup-
ported or physically searched 
through East Texas and western 
Louisiana.

Lee keynoted an event Thurs-
day at Longview Community 
Center titled “Where were you 
on Feb. 1, 2003, at 7:59 a.m.?” 

Hemp law 
does not 
change 
pot rules
Texas leaders say new 
legislation doesn’t 
decriminalize marijuana 

See HEMP, Page 3A

NFL greats discuss science behind safer game
Personal trainer Martel Vanzant 
stands on a platform surround-
ed by cameras with sensors 
strategically placed on his body 
during a 3D motion capture 
demonstration after a clinic for 
area football coaches Wednes-
day at Baylor Scott & White 
Texas Spine & Joint Hospital and 
Project Rose Research Institute 
for Sports Science in Tyler. The 
technology is a tool to detect 
subtle changes in a person’s 
movement using a computer to 
gather information on range of 
motion and rehabilitate injuries 
more effectively.
Cara Campbell 
Tyler Morning Telegraph Photo

Hudson PEP sees influx of first-graders
Testing policy change 
creates the need for
three new classrooms

See HUDSON, Page 3A

See PROJECT, Page 3A

‘FEELING THE LOSS’
East Texans join NASA emergency chief to reflect on Columbia explosion

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Ronald Lee of NASA speaks Thursday at the Longview Community Center about the agency’s recovery efforts, many 
of which were made possible through the assistance of residents in small East Texas communities, after the space 
shuttle Columbia exploded upon reentry on Feb. 1, 2003.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Jean Neely of Hallsville looks over a selection of photographs Thursday by 
photographer O. Rufus Lovett taken during the recovery after the space 
shuttle Columbia exploded upon reentry on Feb. 1, 2003. Neely says she 
witnessed the shuttle’s takeoff from Cape Canaveral and then, upon her 
return home, during a break from watching television coverage of Columbia’s 
return, she heard the sonic boom caused by the shuttle’s reentry. See NASA, Page 3A


