
SPORTS

Houston pitcher 
joins elite MLB club
After tossing a no-hitter 
Sunday against Toronto, Justin 
Verlander is now the sixth 
pitcher in Major League history 
to have at least three in his ca-
reer, joining a list that includes 
Nolan Ryan, Sandy Koufax and 
Cy Young. Page 1B

SPORTS

Sooners pound 
Cougars in opener
New Oklahoma quarterback 
Jalen Hurts passes for three 
touchdowns and runs for three 
more as the fourth-ranked 
Sooners roll past Houston, 
49-31. Page 1B

Today’s weather

A few clouds.
High of 96.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Saturday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
5-7-30-41-44-54
Cash value
jackpot: $14.7 
million

Powerball
14-41-50-56-57
Powerball: 18
Power Play: 5
Cash value
jackpot: $57.3 
million

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

G
ILMER — It’s been six months since about 
50 stakeholders in Lake Gilmer met to 
learn why the multimillion-dollar city in-
vestment has yet to pay dividends.

“Every time I try to do something, I get told I don’t 
have the authority,” said retired Gilmer business-
man Steve Dean, referring to his efforts to shepherd 
a change in the city’s permit with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.

Dean has spent much of the past six months ne-
gotiating the bureaucratic maze that surrounds any 
reservoir project, including Lake Gilmer. He started 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which holds 
the umbrella permit under the Clean Water Act — 
and final say — on anything to do with the lake.

He’s not alone in wanting to get lake development 
off  high-center, where it has been stuck.

The Corps sent Dean to the state parks depart-
ment, which holds the permit that governs what 
can and can’t be done along the shoreline. No devel-
opment is allowed 7 feet above the shoreline, which 
could be a lot farther than 7 feet from the water de-
pending on the slope.

That means no docks, no boathouses. Residents 
are not allowed to mow the shoreline for a spot to 
fish that won’t hide water moccasins.

The reason is a four-syllable word: mitigation. 

STUCK IN THE WEEDS
Gilmer’s big lake investment has yet to pay dividends, but optimism remains
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Efforts to allow development along the shoreline of Lake Gilmer — such as the backyard of this home seen Saturday off 
the lake on Fallow Trail — have gone nowhere. Residents aren’t allowed to develop 7 feet above the shoreline.
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Workers construct a bridge in August 1997 on FM 852 out-
side of Gilmer over what will be Lake Gilmer. 

BY BRIDGET ORTIGO
bortigo@marshallnewsmessenger.com

HARLETON — A program 
that allows high school se-
niors to become certified 
firefighters through a part-
nership with the Kilgore Col-
lege Fire Academy has added 
students in Upshur, Harrison 
and Anderson counties and 
expanded to another Gregg 
County school district.

Pine Tree High School, Big 
Sandy High School, Palestine 
High School and Harleton 
High School started the du-
al-credit program this year. 
They join Sabine High School, 
where the program is in its 
second year.

The program allows stu-
dents to spend a year studying 
and obtaining skills needed to 
become a certified firefighter 
in Texas before heading to the 
college’s academy in July for 
a 10-day boot camp.

If  the students pass the 
yearlong course then pass 
the 10-day physical skills 
boot camp at Kilgore College, 
they’re off  to take their Texas 
Commission on Fire Protec-
tion exam to become a certi-
fied Texas firefighter.

In Harleton, the program 
is being offered through the 
Career and Technology Edu-
cation program. It’s free for 
the three seniors taking part 
there, thanks to Harleton 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief  Mike Harper, who paid 
for the students and is seek-
ing a reimbursement grant 
from the state.

As part of  the grant, the 
students now are part of  the 

KC fire
training
program
expands
More East Texas school 
districts allow students 
to earn certification

BY SETH BORENSTEIN
Associated Press

For Florida, just a handful of  
miles may make a huge difference 
in Hurricane Dorian’s slow dance 
with the coast.

The National Hurricane Cen-
ter forecasts Dorian to be 40 to 
50 miles off  the Florida coast on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, with 

hurricane-force wind speeds ex-
tending about 35 miles to the west.

When they make a forecast, me-
teorologists have a general idea 
where the monstrous storm is go-
ing but they then have to choose a 
point on the map instead of  a gen-
eral place, making it seem more 
specific than it really is.

And much of  the Florida coast 
is inside that cone.

“This thing is perilously close 
to the state. I think we should all 
hope and pray for the best, but we 
have to prepare that this could 
have major impacts on the state 
of  Florida,” said Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis. “If  you look at the Na-
tional Hurricane Center’s current 
track, I think it ends up within 30 
miles of  the coast of  Florida. Well 
guess what? You do just a touch of  

a bump one way or another, and 
you have a dramatic difference all 
of  a sudden.”

Center Director Ken Graham is 
telling residents don’t bet on safe-
ty just because his office specific 
forecast track has the storm just a 
bit offshore.

“The cone is so important,” Gra-

Cutting it close: Florida’s fate may be matter of miles

FROM WIRE REPORTS

ODESSA — Authorities said Sunday they 
still could not explain why a man with an AR-
style weapon opened fire during a routine traf-
fic stop in West Texas to begin a terrifying, 10-
mile rampage that killed seven people, injured 
22 others and ended with officers gunning him 
down outside a movie theater.

Authorities identified the shooter as Seth 
Aaron Ator, 36, of  Odessa. Online court re-
cords show Ator was arrested in 2001 for a 
misdemeanor offense that would not have pre-
vented him from legally purchasing firearms 
in Texas, although authorities have not said 
where Ator got his weapon.

Ator acted alone, and federal investigators 
believe the shooter had no ties to any domestic 
or international terrorism group, FBI special 
agent Christopher Combs said.

Ator lost his job on the day of  the attack, 
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Odessa rampage motive a mystery
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Daniel Munoz, 28, reaches for his injured back 
Sunday in Odessa. Munoz was one of 22 people 
injured in Saturday’s shooting. “I’m getting shot 
at? What’s the world coming to?” he said.

FROM WIRE REPORTS

President Donald Trump expressed a commit-
ment Sunday, hours after the latest deadly mass 
shooting, to work with a divided Congress to “stop 
the menace of mass attacks.” He said any measures 
must satisfy the competing goals of protecting pub-
lic safety and the constitutional right to gun owner-
ship and seemed to cast fresh doubt on the merits 
of instituting more thorough background checks 
for gun purchases.

Meanwhile, state Rep. Matt Schaefer of Tyler 
took to Twitter to adamantly assert that he would 
not support any new gun restrictions.

Schaefer, a Republican, tweeted that “Godless 

Trump pledges to
work with Congress 
to curb mass shootings

Death toll at 7, including 15-year-old
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