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TAKE TWO

Panel votes to hold 
officials in contempt  
A House committee voted to 
hold two top Trump adminis-
tration officials in contempt of 
Congress for failing to comply 
with subpoenas for documents 
related to a decision adding 
a citizenship question to the 
2020 census. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Bill signed to limit 
property tax growth
Gov. Greg Abbott signed into 
law Wednesday an expansive 
reform measure meant to slow 
the growth of Texans’ property 
tax bills, long a priority issue 
for GOP state leaders. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Pleasant, sunny.
High of 85.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
3-17-18-25-27-28
Cash Five
3-4-5-19-22
Powerball
5-35-38-42-57
Powerball: 13
Power Play: 2

Pick 3 morning
1-7-0
Pick 3 day
1-1-8
Pick 3 evening
8-3-0
Pick 3 night
1-1-0

Juneteenth
Area events mark the day when Texas learned slavery had been abolished.

Read about it in @play, inserted inside today’s News-Journal

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

CEO LEAVES MEALS ON WHEELS EAST TEXAS / 5A

SPORTS

Blues beat Bruins, 
win first Stanley Cup
Ryan O’Reilly scored for the 
fourth straight game and rookie 
Jordan Binnington stopped 32 
shots in Game 7 of the Stanley 
Cup Final on Wednesday night to 
lead the St. Louis Blues to a 4-1 
victory over the Boston Bruins. 
Page 1B

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Special Health Resources for 
Texas has fired seven employees 
— five nurse practitioners and 
two certified nurse midwives — 
in response to a court order that 
barred them from seeing patients 
at SHRT’s Longview clinic, David 
Hayes, interim CEO of  SHRT, con-
firmed Wednesday.

Hayes said the order May 15 
from 124th District Judge Alfonso 
Charles “tied my hands,” adding it 
was related to the lawsuit that the 
women’s former employer, Zeid’s 
Women’s Health Center, had filed 
against SHRT, a nonprofit entity.

Charles’ ruling gave the seven 
mid-level health providers until 
May 31 at SHRT’s Woman and 
Child Health Center on Seventh 
Street to tell their patients that 
they may not see them temporar-
ily.

Hayes, a five-year employee 
who has served as interim CEO 
after former CEO Kim Nesvig left 
in April, said he placed the seven 
women on paid administrative 
leave June 3 and fired them this 
past Saturday. Nesvig hired them 
in February.

“During that week, we were try-
ing to see if  there was some way 
to continue to see patients with 
those (seven) providers,” Hayes 
said. “They were not going to be 
able to see patients going forward. 
So, I did not have any other re-
course. We have been supporting 
them and trying to. We have been 

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON
ryrichardson@news-journal.com

The city of  Waskom took 
a stand against abortion 
Tuesday with the City Coun-
cil unanimously voting to 
make the procedure illegal 
in the city, declaring itself  
Texas’ first “sanctuary city 
for the unborn.”

Waskom Mayor Jesse 
Moore said the City Council 
was happy to support Right 
to Life of  East Texas in the 
historic move by adopting 
a resolution and an ordi-
nance.

“Right to Life approached 
us because the abortion laws 
are changing in Louisiana, 
Alabama and Mississippi 
that the abortion clinics 
may start moving to Texas,” 
Moore said. “With Waskom 
being the first city, 18 miles 
(west) from (Shreveport) 
Louisiana, they were an-

ticipating one moving over 
here.

“The citizens in Waskom, 
they don’t want to have an 
abortion clinic in Waskom, 
so they presented the board 
last night with an ordinance 
and resolution that will 
make abortions in the city 
of  Waskom a criminal of-
fense,” the mayor said.

He said the action won’t 
stop abortion clinics from 
moving to Waskom, “but if  
they do, they’ll be breaking 

BY KEN HEDLER
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F
loyd Henderson opened 
Doc’s Famous Hot Links at 
204 S. Wood St. in Gilmer 

after the owner of  the former 
restaurant at that location died in 
January 1969.

He named it for his father, 
Floyd Clarence “Doc” Hender-
son, and ran it for 45 years before 
selling it to Terry Capps and his 
daughter, Mesha Capps, so he 
could retire.

While Doc’s is in different 
hands, the Cappses have kept 
alive a tradition that marked 
its 50th anniversary during a 
celebration Wednesday that drew 
more than 100 people.

Terry Capps, 61, recalled eating 
at Doc’s with his father while he 
was in second grade and said he 
decided to buy it from Henderson 
because he was already in the 
restaurant business. He owns a 

Dairy Queen in White Oak.
Mesha Capps, who marked her 

40th birthday during the packed 
event, said Doc’s has stayed in 
business so long because the 

restaurant “offers a good product 
and nobody gets tired of  it. It goes 
from generation to generation to 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

WHITE OAK — At least 25 streets 
in White Oak need repairs, city 
leaders say, but repairing and over-
laying them all could cost as much 
as $6.413 million, not including pos-
sible bond and interest costs.

Consultants presented the find-
ings to White Oak City Council 
members — who must decide if  and 
how to pay for the repairs — during 
the council’s June meeting Tuesday 
at City Hall.

The most expensive project would 

be Old Highway 80, which would 
cost $2.2 million for significant im-
provements to the 3-mile stretch 
from U.S. 80 to South Whatley Road.

“There’s a lot of  holes on Old 80,” 
Place 3 City Councilman Thomas 
Cash said. “Well, I know that Old 80 
is not very good.”

Meanwhile, reclamation and 
overlay on nine other streets — 
West Whatley Road, Little John 
Drive, Nottingham Street, East Cot-
tonwood Drive, Cottonwood Trail, 
North Thomas Road, South Orchid 
Drive, Leona Street and North 
Doma Street — would range in costs 

from $213,000 to $350,000, consul-
tants with SPI Engineering of  Tyler 
said.

The question before City Council 
members will be how to pay for the 
improvements, whether they decide 
to reclaim and overlay the streets, 
which would add at least 10 years’ 
life to each road surface, or if  they 
want to apply less expensive seal 
coating that would add about three 
to five years’ life, consultants and 
City Coordinator Charlie Smith 
said.

The city could issue certificate of  
obligation bonds or call an election 

to issue general obligation bonds. 
Depending on how much the city 
borrows, the time length for the debt 
and possible interest rates, a suc-
cessful bond could increase yearly 
property taxes for the owners of  an 
average-priced White Oak home by 
more than $200, consultants with 
Specialized Public Finance Inc. of  
Dallas said.

Any bond election would have to 
be called at least 70 days before the 
designated election date, consul-
tants said.

Doc’s Famous Hot Links in Gilmer still sizzling after 50 years

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Kandi Morris, left, and Samantha Darnell prepare orders of hot links Wednesday for a line of customers stretching out the 
front door at Doc’s Hot Links in Gilmer. The restaurant was celebrating its 50th year in business.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Customers wait outside in line Wednesday at Doc’s Hot Links in Gilmer.

‘A FAMILY TRADITION’

Waskom council outlaws abortion
Vote declares town 
Texas’ first ‘sanctuary 
city for the unborn’

Right to Life of East Texas/Special to the News-Journal

The Waskom City Council unanimously approves a resolution and 
ordinance for the Right to Life on Tuesday, outlawing abortion and 
making the town the first “sanctuary city for the unborn” in Texas.

SPECIAL HEALTH RESOURCES

Staffers 
fired 
over 
ruling
7 mid-level health care 
providers embroiled in Zeid 
suit; CEO says ‘hands tied’

See FIRED, Page 3A
See DOC’S, Page 3A

See ABORTION, Page 3A

Consultant: Fixing 25 White Oak streets could top $6.4M

See STREETS, Page 3A


