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NO DEAL YET 
TO AVERT 

TARIFFS
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

FCA FOOTBALL 
GAME SET
Dillon Heinaman and Colton Brown will team up on the Blue 
team during the annual Northeast Texas FCA Heart of a 
Champion All-Star Football Game on Saturday. SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Area schools push 
reading programs
Spring Hill ISD introduced a 
new summer reading challenge 
over the summer called 20:5. 
Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

‘Dark Phoenix’  
misses mark
‘Dark Phoenix’ is supposed to 
be the culmination of 20 years 
of X-Men movies, and yet it 
feels more like a rushed and 
inconsequential spinoff than 
something that has been build-
ing toward for two decades. 
Page 8B

Today’s weather

Thunderstorms.
High of 84.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-9-3
Pick 3 day
1-2-4
Pick 3 evening
1-6-3
Pick 3 night
8-9-9

Cash Five
15-19-26-29-33
Texas Two-Step
7-9-12-17
Bonus: 17

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Developers who want to 
bring prominent coffee-
house chain Starbucks to 
one of  Longview’s busiest 
intersections say they’re 
talking through issues with 
the city to keep their plan in 
motion.

Starbucks’ interest in 
property at 707 W. Mar-
shall Ave. — a site that has 
been vacant since Waffle 
Shoppe Restaurant closed 
in September 2016 — was 

confirmed by an email from 
Fort Worth consulting firm 
The Woodmont Co. to the 
city of  Longview’s Develop-
ment Services division.

According to the email 
from Woodmont Devel-
opment Associate Sherri 
Jones, developers want to 
demolish the vacant build-
ing for “a development 
project” that “will be a new 
Starbucks.”

Jones asked for service 
letters confirming that the 
city would be able to service 
water and sewer to the loca-

tion and for the city to ap-
prove the use of  an existing 
grease trap at the site.

Longview real estate 
broker John King Jr. and 
Grant Gary, president of  
brokerage services for The 
Woodmont Co., have spent 
the past 18 months piecing 
together a tentative deal in 
which Starbucks would in-
vest about $2 million into 
the former Waffle Shoppe 
Restaurant site on West 
Marshall Avenue at Spur 63.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The halls of East Texas 
Montessori Prep Acade-
my were filled with adults 
instead of children as the 
school hosted its prekinder-
garten and kindergarten 
roundup.

Some parents, such as 
Matt and Desaree McDaniel, 
are nervous for their kids to 
start school for the first time.

“Oh yeah, I’m freaking 
out,” Matt McDaniel said. 
“They’re my baby girls; I’m 
totally freaking out.”

The couple chose to reg-
ister their 4- and 5-year-old 

daughters Sophia and Skylee 
at the Montessori school for 
the individualized curricu-
lum, Desaree said.

Veronica Parr, mother of  
5-year-old Malachi, said the 
plan for her son was always 
the Montessori school.

“It’s really going to be ben-
eficial to him,” Parr said. 
“Part of the Montessori pro-
gram is — if  you do know 
those things, we’ll skip ahead 
to the next things and not 
just be redundant with it.”

Parr said moving at his 
own pace will be beneficial 
for her son.

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

CARTHAGE — A Carthage man 
accused of, among other things, 
killing a Longview woman before 
engaging in an armed standoff, sur-
prised court officials Thursday by 
pleading guilty to his charges.

Jeffrey Mickens, 
49, told 123rd Dis-
trict Court Judge 
LeAnn Rafferty 
that he did not 
want a trial.

“I’m pleading 
guilty from the 
gate, so we’re go-
ing to save the 
state a lot of time 
and a lot of mon-
ey,” Mickens said. “When this first 
starts, I’m saying I’m pleading guilty 
to every charge that you gave.”

A sentencing hearing has been set 
for June 17 and is expected to take 
several days.

Mickens is accused of killing Ela-
nia Johnson, 44, of Longview on 
Private Road 622 off  Panola Coun-
ty Road 222 in Holland’s Quarters, 
northwest of Carthage.

He also is accused of  shooting 
another Longview woman, kidnap-

PANOLA COUNTY STANDOFF

Guilty 
plea in 
death, 
shooting
Carthage man awaits  
sentencing after Longview 
woman killed, another 
wounded, child kidnapped

Jeffrey Mickens

FROM STAFF REPORTS

F
rom mutton bustin’ and calf  scram-
bles to bull riding and clowns, the 
Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo rode 

into town on Wednesday and continues each 
evening through Saturday.

Gates open at 6 p.m. daily, with rodeo ac-
tion starting at 8:15 p.m. at the Gladewater 

Starbucks eyes corner; 
billboard issue undecided

Parents register at kindergarten roundup 

Richelle Wess-
man, right, 
helps parents 
Thursday get 
their children 
registered for 
prekinder-
garten and kin-
dergarten at 
the East Texas 
Montessori 
Prep Academy 
in Longview.
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See SHOOTING, Page 3A

See STARBUCKS, Page 3A
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Jeremiah Flanagan, 11, rides the mechanical bull Thursday during the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo at the Gladewa-
ter Rodeo Arena.
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Jax Carter, 5, prepares to compete Thursday in the 
mutton bustin’ competition during the Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena.
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Carmen Callaway, 7, competes Thursday in the mutton bustin’ 
competition during the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo at the 
Gladewater Rodeo Arena.

GLADEWATER 

ROUND-UP 

RIDES

RODEO

AGAIN

See RODEO, Page 3A
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A three-sided Lamar Advertising sign towers behind the former 
Waffle Shoppe Restaurant at Marshall Avenue and Spur 63 in 
Longview. Starbucks wants to build on the corner, but city issues 
with the billboard are posing complications.


