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Despite President Joe Biden’s pledge to stop building
a border wall, more private land has been seized for it.
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School boards prep for new faces
2 hopefuls vie for open VOTER Candidates seek Place 3
seat on Pine Tree board GUIDE position on LISD board
THE NATION

BY KRISTEN BARTON

FBI spoke to FedEx
shooter last year
The ex-employee who shot
and killed eight people at a
FedEx facility in Indianapolis
was interviewed by FBI agents
last year, after his mother
called police to say that her
son might commit “suicide by
cop,” the bureau said Friday.
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Today’s weather
Forecast brought to you by

of the booster club.
kbarton@news-journal.com
Woods, who is self-employed, is seeking a board
Drew Seidel and Rob seat for the third time since
Woods hope to bring a new 2018. He ran for the Place 6
perspective to the Pine Tree seat in November.
ISD school board as Place 2
Gifted and talented
candidates.
Pine Tree ISD trustees
The seat was vacated by
have discussed a need for a
Kerri Daugbjerg.
Seidel is vice president of more challenging gifted and
distribution for AEP South- talented program.
The CEER (Communicawestern Electrical Power
Co. and has two daughters at tions, Engineering, EntrePine Tree High School and a preneurship and Robotics)
son who graduated from the
See PTISD, Page 3A
district. He also is president

Early voting for the
May 1 election begins
Monday.
Coming Sunday: Find
previews for the District
1 and District 2 Longview
City Council races as well
as area ballots and polling times and locations.

The May 1 election will
bring a new face to the
Longview ISD school board
to replace longtime Trustee Chris Mack, who stepped
down this past year.
Dr. Samir Germanwala, a
cardiologist at Longview Regional Medical Center, and
Tiffany Angus, a social worker, have students in the district, and both say they want
to improve the schools that are
shaping their children.

Spectators, competitors enjoy return of Longview PRCA Rodeo despite weather
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Rate on new infections
in Gregg County
remain ‘minimal’

Friday’s lottery

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Cash Five
8-9-13-30-34
Mega Millions
17-27-28-50-55
MB: 25
Megaplier: 4

Corrections
It is the policy of the News-Journal
to correct errors. Direct requests
for corrections or clarifications to
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson
at (903) 237-7751. Sports corrections can be found in Scoreboard.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Tyler Griffin takes the lead during the bareback riding competition Friday at the Longview PRCA Rodeo. The event continues
tonight at the Longview Rodeo Arena.
BY COURTNEY STERN

If you go

cstern@news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?
Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for
service if your newspaper
does not arrive.
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Single
virus
case in
county
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Pick 3 morning
2-8-0
Pick 3 day
6-7-8
Pick 3 evening
5-9-0
Pick 3 night
3-6-0

Not a board meeting goes
by where a trustee does not
bring up equity in the district. Considering Longview
ISD’s two largest student
populations are Hispanic and
Black, trustees have said they
want to make sure all students have an equal chance at
success.
Germanwala said as the
son of an immigrant, he

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

THE RAIN EVENT
Cloudy and cool.
High of 63.

Equitable education,
achievement gaps

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

A

light mist fell Friday evening on an already rainsoaked, muddy arena, but it
didn’t damper the spirits of
the competitors and spectators at the
30th annual Longview PRCA Rodeo.
The Longview Greggton Rotary Club fundraiser returned for a
two-night run after it was canceled
in 2020 because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Families roamed around outside
the arena, enjoying the food, mechanical bull rides, pony rides and
petting zoo.
Many of the children were new to
the rodeo.
Heston Steenland, 4, of Diana rides a
Corbin Stracerner, 5, said he was
See RODEO, Page 3A

mechanical bull Friday at the Longview
PRCA Rodeo.

■ What: Longview PRCA Rodeo
■ When: Gates open at 6 p.m.
today
■ Where: Longview Rodeo
Arena, 100 Grand Blvd.
■ Cost: Tickets are $12 in
advance, $15 at the gate for
adults and $5 for children
ages 3 through 12; reserved
seat tickets are $20 in
advance and $25 at the gate
(Children ages 3 to 12 get
free admission with purchase of an adult ticket and
three cans of food donated
to Hiway 80 Rescue Mission)
■ Tickets: Purchase online at
www.longviewrodeo.com or
at Cavender’s, ABC Auto or
Boot Barn

New cases and fatalities of
COVID-19 this week in Gregg
and surrounding counties
have remained relatively low,
according to public health officials.
The Northeast Texas Public
Health District, known as NET
Health, reported just one newly confirmed case of COVID-19
in Gregg County residents
since Monday, bringing the total cases in the county to 6,058.
NET Health made the announcement in its second update of the week Thursday,
as confirmed recoveries and
deaths from the virus were
5,822 and 108, respectively.
NET Health reported in March
it would begin updating numbers only on Mondays and
Thursdays.
The numbers do not include
4,933 probable cases, 4,699
probable recoveries and 88
probable deaths.
A case is considered probable when a person receives
a positive result from a rapid
test that is not then laboratory
confirmed.
On Monday, there were
128 confirmed active cases of
COVID-19 in the county and no
active cases in Gregg County
Jail inmates.
In Smith County, NET
Health on Thursday reported
51 new confirmed cases since
Monday and one additional
See REGION, Page 3A
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There’s a Reason 99% of Our Lawsuits are Settled Without a Jury Trial...
Because Insurance Companies are Scared of Us for the Following Reasons:
Statewide Results
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