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Trump’s new budget  
revisits rejected cuts
President Donald Trump 
unveiled a $4.8 trillion election 
year budget plan on Monday 
that recycles deep, previously 
rejected cuts to domestic 
programs like food stamps, Med-
icaid and housing as the recipe 
for wrestling the federal budget 
back into balance. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Rain and storms.
High of 52.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Join the conversation
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NCAA SPENDS 
NEARLY $750K 
ON LOBBYING

SPORTS, PAGE 1B

SCOUTS CENTER 
TO BE REBUILT
The Tyler service center for Boy Scouts of America will be
torn down, rebuilt and renamed after late Scouting leader.
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-3-4
Pick 3 day
2-1-1
Pick 3 evening
4-5-4
Pick 3 night
5-8-5

Cash Five
8-12-13-27-30
Texas Two-Step
21-23-25-33
Bonus: 5
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

The suspect in a recent fatal 
shooting in Longview went to Ware 
Meadows Apartments that day to 
“shoot the victim and other vic-
tims” in retaliation for a previous 
arrest, documents show.

Brandon Keith 
Harris, 37, was ar-
rested Jan. 30 af-
ter witnesses told 
police a suspect 
went into the office 
of  the apartment 
complex and shot 
Valerie Hackett, 
24, according to 
an affidavit for a 
search warrant in 
the case.

Officers re-
sponded just be-
fore 11:30 a.m. to a 
reported shooting 
in the 900 block of  
South High Street 
in Longview. Po-
lice were told a 
suspect had gone 
into the front office 
of  the apartments and shot some-
one, the document shows. The sus-
pect then ran from the office.

An officer found Hackett on the 
floor of  the office with injuries con-
sistent with gunshot wounds. She 
was taken to a local hospital where 
she later died.

Officers set up a perimeter and 
took Harris, who had a black rifle, 
into custody, the document shows. 
Police found several spent casings 
consistent with .223-caliber ammu-
nition. The rifle Harris had when 
he was arrested was a .223-caliber 
rifle.

During an interview after he 
was taken into custody, Harris 
admitted shooting Hackett with 
the rifle, the document shows. He 
said the shooting was in retalia-
tion for a Jan. 6, 2019, incident at 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Test results from a recent pa-
tient at a Longview emergency 
room came back negative for the 
coronavirus, Gregg County offi-
cials said Monday.

Despite rumors to the contrary 
over the weekend, Gregg County 
remains free of  the virus, authori-
ties said, and state and local health 
authorities said no confirmed cas-
es of  coronavirus have been found 

anywhere in Tex-
as.

“There are 
no confirmed 
cases in Texas 
or Gregg Coun-
ty at this time,” 
said A.J. Harris 
with the Gregg 
County Health 
Department. “It 

was looked into, but it’s been non-
confirmed at this time.”

The case was from a patient at 

Hospitality Health ER, county of-
ficials confirmed Monday.

Staff  at Hospitality Health ER 
referred questions to its owner, 
Jill Shipp, who did not answer a 
request for comment.

Other Longview health provid-
ers reported neither confirmed 
nor suspected cases of  coronavi-
rus Monday.

“Our hospital has not seen any 
patients with risk factors for novel 
coronavirus,” said Libby Bryson, 
marketing director and spokesper-

son for Longview Regional Medi-
cal Center.

William Knous, marketing di-
rector for Christus Good Shepherd 
Medical Center, said the same for 
his facility, adding, “I’ve not heard 
anything about that.”

Excel ER also has not had any-
one come to its facility with signs 
or symptoms of  the illness, Facil-
ity Administrator Latricia Malone 
said. Malone met recently with 

Report: 
Suspect 
planned 
retaliation
Harris arrest affidavit details 
woman’s death at apartments

Brandon Keith 
Harris

Valerie Hackett

See RETALIATION, Page 3A

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

S
tudents at Foster Middle 
School visited with local 
water experts as part of  

a campuswide project Mon-
day morning.

The gifted and talented 
students spoke with experts 
from the city of  Longview, 
Tryon Road Special Utility 
District, Eastman Chemi-
cal Co.-Texas Operations, 
Longview ISD and the Texas 
Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality.

After general introduc-
tions, the students were 
divided into smaller groups, 
and panelists rotated to 
the classrooms for about 20 
minutes of  discussion as part 
of  project-based learning as-
signments happening across 
the district.

James Hardin, water qual-
ity supervisor for the city 
of  Longview, spoke with an 
eighth-grade class about how 

his department makes sure 
water is clean.

He told the students water 
is pulled from the Sabine Riv-
er, Lake Cherokee and Lake 
O’ the Pines for the area.

Hardin’s department 
works to detach items such 
as carbon, dirt and bacteria 
from water, he said.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Three Longview ISD trustees will hold a community 
meeting about proposed charter expansions for the district 
at 6:30 tonight at Broughton Recreation Center, 801 S. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Longview.

Place 5 trustee Shan Bauer, Place 6 trustee Ted Beard and 
Place 7 trustee Troy Simmons plan the question-and-an-
swer meeting that is open to the public.

Six of Longview ISD’s 13 campuses are now Senate Bill 
1882 charter schools, and the district has proposed turning 
the remaining seven campuses into charter schools.

3 LISD trustees to hold meeting about charters
Feb. 11, 1956: The Longview 
Lobo band, 75 members 

strong, appeared in the Mystic 
Knights of Adonis parade of 
the New Orleans Mardi Gras. 

The trip was made possible by 
the Longview Band Boosters 
club, which had raised money 

through various projects 
throughout the year.

Health official: No coronavirus found in Gregg County

A.J. Harris

See CORONAVIRUS, Page 3A

Experts visit Foster Middle School for campus lesson

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Glenn Hobbs, left, Will Hobbs and Todd Kelsey with the Tryon Road Special Utility District talk and answer ques-
tions about desalination and other forms of water treatment Monday at Longview ISD’s Foster Middle School.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Students listen as a speaker answers questions about wastewater treat-
ment Monday at Longview ISD’s Foster Middle School. 

WATER WORKSHOP

See WATER, Page 3A

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The Longview ISD superintendent 
who was appointed by the board of  
trustees to negotiate with nonprofit 
organizations that applied to run dis-
trict campuses as charter schools cre-
ated one of  the nonprofits.

The school board on Jan. 29 ap-
proved Superintendent James Wilcox 
to go into negotiations with applicants 
to take over campuses as Senate Bill 
1882 charter schools.

SB 1882 is legislation that allows a 
school district to partner with a non-
profit entity to run public school cam-
puses as charter schools for financial 
incentive.

Inside
■ Longview ISD trustees approved $175,000 in 
grant funds for Montessori training at a school 
board meeting Monday. Longview ISD school board 
member Ginia Northcutt confirmed that she is 
running for reelection. Page 5A

Wilcox formed nonprofit applicant

See NONPROFIT, Page 3A


