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Hablamos Español
Here to help life go right.

NATION

Virus upends return 
to U.S. school, work
Some school systems around 
the U.S. extended their holiday 
break Monday or switched back 
to online instruction because of 
the explosion in COVID-19 cases. 
Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Askew sworn in as 
new Pct. 2 constable
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt 
on Monday swore in Roger 
Askew as the county’s Pct. 2 
constable. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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Longview blanks Mesquite Horn to            
begin the 2022 soccer season
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Monday’s lottery

$1.00

Today’s weather
Mostly sunny.

High of 59.
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Pick 3 morning
0-6-8 FB: 5
Pick 3 day
7-6-1 FB: 1
Pick 3 evening
7-4-6 FB: 3
Pick 3 night
3-1-5 FB: 9
Daily 4 morning
9-5-2-0 FB: 8
Daily 4 day
8-0-0-1 FB: 8
Daily 4 evening
1-1-9-7 FB: 8

Daily 4 night
4-6-0-9 FB: 2
Powerball
2-13-32-33-48
Powerball: 22
Power Play: 2
Lotto Texas
8-13-16-42-43-51
Cash Five
1-2-6-23-31
Texas Two-Step
2-21-29-33
Bonus: 21

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

Cases of  COVID-19 are rapidly 
spreading in Gregg County, accord-
ing to the latest public health data.

As of  Monday, the county’s 
community transmission rate has 
moved into a “substantial” spread 
level, meaning cities across Gregg 

County are experiencing large-
scale, uncontrolled community 
transmission of  the virus in con-
gregate settings, such as grocery 
stores, schools, workplaces, nursing 
homes and daycares.

The transmission rate increased 
by more than 206% since Thursday, 
from a seven-day rolling rate of  new 
cases of  16.71 to 51.29 on Monday, 
statistics from the Northeast Texas 
Public Health District show. At the 
end of  November, Gregg County 
had the second-lowest transmission 
rate in the district.

The rise comes as community 

transmission is reaching an “un-
controlled” level in multiple East 
Texas counties, according to NET 
Health.

Smith County on Thursday 
reached a substantial spread level. 
As of  Monday, four more counties 
under NET Health’s seven-county 
jurisdiction also reached substan-
tial community spread levels of  
COVID-19, as the remaining two 
counties in moderate spread contin-
ued to see higher rates of  infection.

Comparatively, as of  Nov. 15, all 
seven counties had reached min-
imal spread levels of  the virus. 

Gregg County had the second-low-
est transmission rate as of  Nov. 29.

Substantial seven-day rolling 
rates are measured at a seven-day 
rolling rate of  35 or more, compared 
to moderate measured at a level of  
10 to 35, and minimal at zero to 10.

Neighboring Smith County has 
the highest transmission rate in the 
district, now at a rate of  76.84 — a 
98% increase from 38.66 Thursday. 
Gregg County’s transmission rate 
on Monday was the second-highest 
in the district.

COVID data: Virus transmission soaring
Gregg County, other area 
counties see ‘substantial’  
rate jump as cases rise

BY JO LEE FERGUSON 
jferguson@news-journal.com

It’s a question with no answer: Who 
could replace Van Craddock Jr. and 
the influence he had as a local his-
torian and longtime local newspaper 
columnist and author?

Craddock, whose byline graced the 
pages of  the Longview 
News-Journal for 
more than 40 years, 
died on New Year’s 
Eve after battling 
Alzheimer’s and vas-
cular dementia.

“Of  course, his loss 
as a local historian, 
as a grassroots his-
torian is tremendous 
because who would 
take his place,” said Bill O’Neal, of  
Carthage, who served as Texas State 
Historian from 2012-2018. “Who else 
is a gifted writer and has the back-
ground and knowledge that he has?

“I don’t know how in the world he’d 
be replaced,” and he hasn’t been in 
the more than a year since he retired 
from writing his column, in Septem-
ber 2020, O’Neal said.

Craddock’s funeral service is at 
11 a.m. Tuesday at First United Meth-
odist Church in downtown Longview, 
with the Rev. Jay Jackson officiating. 
Visitation will follow in the church’s 
Cook Foyer.

People his life touched over the 
years remembered Craddock as more 
than a writer and historian, though. 
He was a “gracious gentleman,” 
O’Neal said. At First Methodist, the 
church Craddock attended with his 
wife of  51 years, Bettye, Jackson de-
scribed him as “servant-hearted” and 
a “faithful Christian in the truest 
sense.”

It wasn’t just that he attended 
church, Jackson said. Craddock con-
sistently served any way he could. He 
was once the church’s communica-
tions director and helped determine 
the direction of  the church’s TV min-
istry, Jackson said.

The Craddocks also coordinated the 
Pioneer Fellowship for senior adults. 
The monthly lunch would draw as 
many as 100 people, Jackson said, and 

Craddock 
recalled for 
his love of 
history
Community remembers his
pride for East Texas, serving

Van Craddock Jr.

BY MICHAEL CAVAZOS
mcavazos@news-journal.com

A 
Longview company 
that restores and re-
pairs vintage RVs will 

be featured on an episode of  
A&E’s TV series, “Shipping 
Wars.”

The television network 
sent a crew to Longview on 
Wednesday to film the episode, 
which will feature American 
RV Restoration. Located in the 
Spring Hill area of  Longview, 
American RV Restoration has 
been refurbishing vintage 
travel trailers for about 15 
years with owner Ethan Lang-
ley turning it into a full-time 
career about 3 years ago.

“Basically, we make dreams 
come true,” Langley said.

Langley was in the automo-
tive business for 26 years, but 
he said he got tired of  “doing 
the same thing over and over.” 
He picked up a 1960s mod-
el travel trailer in Utah for 
himself  and his family and he 
restored it. When the family 
went camping in it for the first 
time, people approached him 
wanting to buy it.

“We knew we had some-

thing at that point,” he 
recalled.

He decided to turn it into a 
part-time business. He picks 
up travel trailers from across 
the country, restores them 
and then sells them. Three 
years ago, he and his wife 
Amanda decided to turn their 
part-time hobby into a full-
time business as its popularity 
grew.

Today, American RV Resto-
ration has a 15,000-square-foot 
warehouse located on five 

acres in Longview.
“We have seven businesses 

out of  this one complex here 
and employ over 24 people 
here,” Langley said.

Through his businesses, 
Langley said he can restore 
pretty much “everything and 
anything.” That includes vin-
tage furniture and playground 
equipment, such as old Mc-
Donald’s playground pieces. 
In the past, he’s remodeled 

Longview restoration business to be featured on A&E network

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Ethan Langley of American RV Restoration talks Dec. 28, about a recently restored 1960 Airstream.

A restored 1967 Amphicar Model 770 at American RV Restoration on Dec. 28.
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