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NATIONAL EYES 
ON LOBOS
Longview and John Tyler meet tonight for the 96th 
time — with cameras from ESPN2 on the sidelines.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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TAKE TWO

Tentative settlement 
in opioid case
A tentative settlement 
announced over the role 
Purdue Pharma played in the 
nation’s opioid addiction crisis 
falls short of the far-reaching 
national settlement the Oxy-
Contin maker had been seeking 
for months, with litigation sure 
to continue. Page 2A

THE NATION

Billionaire, oil tycoon 
T. Boone Pickens dies
T. Boone Pickens, a brash and 
quotable oil tycoon who grew 
even wealthier through corpo-
rate takeover attempts, died 
Wednesday in Dallas at age 91. 
Page 7A

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 96.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
8-11-12-30-31-49
Cash Five
5-6-18-24-30
Powerball
6-17-24-53-57
Powerball: 3
Power Play: 3

Pick 3 morning
4-0-4
Pick 3 day
3-8-2
Pick 3 evening
1-0-3
Pick 3 night
1-5-2

Bigger and better
East Texas Taco Fest in Marshall returns Saturday for its second year.

Read about it inside on Page 4B

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

A recent audit found almost 
200 cases of  falsified or erro-
neous homestead exemptions 
on properties in Gregg County, 
saving schools, cities and other 
local governments $474,000.

So far, au-
dits of  Gregg 
County Ap-
praisal Dis-
trict records 
have recov-
ered almost 
$1 million for 
local enti-
ties this year, 
Chief  Ap-
praiser Libby Neely said.

The appraisal district’s 
board of  directors accepted 
results from the homestead ex-
emption audit Tuesday during 
a regular meeting in which 
members also approved the 
agency’s 2019-20 budget.

Attorney Jim Lambeth with 
the Linebarger Goggan Blair 
and Sampson law firm audited 
residential property accounts 
in Gregg County that had 
homestead exemptions, which 
removes part of  a residential 

Gregg
audit
saves
$474K

Libby Neely

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Two downtown Longview 
businesses have been named 
finalists for the Texas Down-
town Association’s President’s 
Awards for 2019, the city an-
nounced Wednesday.

R.Lacy Inc. is a finalist in 
the new construction category, 
while Oil Horse Brewing Co. is 
a finalist in the best downtown 
business category.

“We are so excited to have 
two finalists this year,” Melida 
Heien, Main Street coordinator 
for the city, said in a statement.

The Texas Downtown As-
sociation has recognized out-
standing projects, places and 
people in downtowns across 
the state for more than 30 
years. In 2017, Longview’s 
Downtown Live was an award 
finalist in the best promotional 
event category.

Downtown
businesses
finalists for
state award

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

A 
removed kidney at 
age 18 dashed Arthur 
Lorenzo’s hopes of  
joining the military 

or working in law enforcement 
or as a firefighter.

However, Lorenzo, a native 
New Yorker who lives in 
Carthage, said he has tried to 
make up for his lack of  service 
by paying tribute to Sept. 11, 
2001 — a day in which nearly 
3,000 people died after terror-
ists hijacked four planes.

Two planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City and one into the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 
Passengers who learned about 
the earlier hijackings that 
day stormed the fourth plane, 
causing it to crash in a field 
near Shanksville, Pennsylva-
nia.

Lorenzo, 65, said he penned 
a poem about the day and 
mailed and handed out more 
than 30,000 copies of  it over a 
five-year period.

“This is my life,” Lorenzo 
said Wednesday as he oversaw 

Keeping 
memory
of 9/11 is
his mission

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Arthur Lorenzo speaks Wednesday about the items that are part of his 9/11 memorial on display at the Longview Public 
Library. Lorenzo moved the display from Carthage this year.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

A cross cut out of a beam from the World Trade Center 
is displayed Wednesday in a 9/11 memorial organized by 
Arthur Lorenzo at the Longview Public Library.

Homestead exemptions 
found to be erroneous

Group recognizes R. Lacy, 
Oil Horse Brewing Co.

We still 

remember
From a memorial display to events
honoring our first responders, 
Longview-area residents mark 18 years 
since terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001

LONGVIEW MEMORIAL
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Retired firefighter Ron Clower of the Piney Woods Pipes and Drums group plays 
the bagpipes during a 9/11 memorial ceremony Wednesday at Pine Tree High 
School. Speakers at the ceremony included Brian Jones, battalion chief of the 
Longview Fire Department and Kilgore College Fire Academy instructor.

Bagpipes sound out at Pine Tree memorial
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Firefighters, law enforcement officers and emergency medical personnel take 
part Wednesday in a Blue Mass in honor of Gregg County first responders at St. 
Matthew Catholic Church.

Blue Mass recognizes area first reponders

See AUDIT, Page 3A

See AWARDS, Page 3A
See MEMORIAL, Page 3A


