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WILEY COLLEGE 
RETURNS TO 
QUARANTINE
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FOOTBALL 
FACTORIES
‘Relentless recruiting’ builds all-star     
teams at universities of Alabama, Georgia.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

NATION

U.S. Capitol riot sees 
different responses
The anniversary of the assault 
on the U.S. Capitol exposed a 
nation of two peoples. Dem-
ocrats remembered. Republi-
cans in large measure moved 
on. Page 2A
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Local ISD chess club 
teaches life skills
Students at Daingerfield-Lone 
Star ISD are receiving a 
life-changing experience 
through a special program — 
the chess club. Some students 
have even sacrificed their 
recess time to practice for UIL 
competitions. Page 5A
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It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
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account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.
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Today’s weather
Plenty of sun.

High of 52.
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Pick 3 morning
3-6-6 FB: 0
Pick 3 day
8-1-4 FB: 9
Pick 3 evening
5-7-1 FB: 7
Pick 3 night
6-7-2 FB: 1
Daily 4 morning
3-0-8-8 FB: 2
Daily 4 day
8-4-2-8 FB: 7

Daily 4 evening
2-3-7-0 FB: 6
Daily 4 night
0-9-2-3 FB: 3 
Cash Five
13-17-21-27-33
Texas Two-Step
2-16-24-28
Bonus: 13

BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

Local health officials are 
looking for other ways to of-
fer COVID-19 testing as the 
recent omicron variant has 
swamped Longview-area 
hospitals with residents who 
want to know if  they have the 
virus.

Gregg County Health Au-
thority Dr. Lewis Browne on 
Wednesday said half of the 
people who are presenting 
in the county to determine if  
they have COVID-19 are get-
ting a positive result, and he 
said many are going to hospi-
tals to find out.

According to Browne, 
Gregg County’s two hospi-
tals are again reaching high 
patient levels due to people 
visiting ERs to get tested. He 
said Longview Regional Med-
ical Center has surged with 
patients who are seeking 
COVID-19 tests.

“They’re basically full, 
which means elective sur-
gery and stuff is now at 
a very critical situation,” 
Browne said.

Essentially, if  a person was 
to require emergency medi-
cal assistance or had an elec-
tive surgery and got admitted 
into the hospital, “that’s go-
ing to be a very hard thing to 
do,” Browne said. However, 
he said people do not seem to 
be getting as sick with omi-
cron as they did with other 
variants.

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

New cases of  COVID-19 in Gregg County more than 
doubled in three days as the number of  active cases in 
the county increased by more than 110%, according to 
Thursday data from the Northeast Public Health Dis-
trict.

Active cases of  the virus jumped from 581 active cas-
es as reported Monday to 1,225 on Thursday. About a 

Omicron presents testing challenges
Gregg County official 
says ERs swamped 
with people seeking 
COVID-19 tests

New COVID-19 cases more 
than double; active cases up

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK, LISA MASCARO        
AND ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden 
accused Donald Trump and his support-
ers of  holding a “dagger at the throat of  
democracy” in a forceful speech Thurs-
day marking the anniversary of  the 
deadly attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Biden’s criticism was blistering of  
Trump, whom he blamed for the assault 
that has fundamentally changed Con-
gress and the nation and raised global 
concerns about the future of  American 
democracy.

“For the first time in our history, a 
president not just lost an election, he 
tried to prevent the peaceful transfer 
of  power as a violent mob breached the 
Capitol,” Biden said. “You can’t love 
your country only when you win.”

His voice booming at times, filling 
the ornate Statuary Hall where rioters 
had laid siege, the president called on 
Americans to remember what they saw 
Jan. 6, 2021, with their own eyes: the 
mob attacking police, breaking win-
dows, gallows erected outside threat-
ening to hang the vice president — all 
while Trump sat at the White House 
watching it on TV.

“The former president’s supporters 
are trying to rewrite history. They want 
you to see Election Day as the day of  in-
surrection and the riot that took place 
here on January 6 as a true expression 
of  the will of  the people. Can you think 
of  a more twisted way to look at this 
country, to look at America? I cannot.”

The president’s remarks launched the 
start of  daylong remembrance, drawing 
a contrast between the truth of  what 
happened and the false narratives that 
persist about the Capitol assault, in-
cluding the continued refusal by many 
Republicans to affirm that Biden won 
the 2020 election.

“We must be absolutely clear about 
what is true and what is a lie,” Biden 
said. “The former president of  the Unit-
ed States of  America has spread a web 
of  lies about the 2020 election.”

He said: “We are in a battle for the 
soul of  America.”

“I did not seek this fight, brought to 
this Capitol one year from today. But 
I will not shrink from it either. I will 
stand in this breach, I will defend this 
nation. I will allow no one to place a dag-
ger at the throat of  this democracy.”

Republican leaders and lawmak-
ers largely stayed away from the day’s 
events, dismissing them as overly politi-
cized — some continuing to spread false 
claims about the election.

From Florida, Trump showed no 
signs of  letting go, and in fact revived 
his attack on the elections. He accept-
ed no responsibility for egging on the 
crowd that day.

Instead, in one of  several statements 
Thursday, he said Biden was trying to 
“further divide America. This political 
theater is all just a distraction.”

Biden blasts 

‘web of lies’ 

behind riot
President, others mark first 
anniversary of Capitol attack
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S
pring Hill Intermediate 
School students received 
a lesson Thursday from a 

champion in a sport that “ev-
eryone can do.”

A classroom of about 43 
fifth-graders took part in a 
lesson by 2018 Professional Disc 
Golf  world champion Gregg 
Barsby.

The students then put their 
skills to the test at Panther 
Stadium, where the played in 
groups of  five led by Barsby.

Chris Peurifoy, a coach at 
Spring Hill Intermediate, is an 
active disc golfer. He said he en-
joys it so much that he wanted 
to bring it to his students.

“My family and I play a lot of  
disc golf, and last year I wrote 
a grant through the PTA at 
Spring Hill ... for all of  the disc 
golf  stuff. I wanted to bring 
something I really enjoyed 
playing outside of  school to our 
students here in P.E.,” he said.

Peurifoy said he has encoun-
tered Barsby during several 
tournaments and decided to 
reach out to ask him to visit in 
order to get students interested 
in the sport.

Barsby, who lives in Tyler, 
has been playing for 19 years.

He said the sport is getting 
bigger and enjoys coming to 
schools in East Texas to shine a 
light on the game he loves.

“The sport is getting a lot 
bigger. The disc pro tour is in 
full swing, and there’s tourna-
ment coverage on ESPN2 now,” 
he said. “The game is very easy 
to get into. There’s a lot of  local 
parks here, Hinsley Park and 
Guthrie Park, that have disc 

golf. And the sport is relative-
ly inexpensive to get started. 
Everyone can do it. It’s a family 
sport.”

As students played Thursday, 
Barsby rotated among groups 

and cheered them on as they at-
tempted to land the disc inside 
the basket.

“I just try to bring a positive 

World champion teaches disc golf to Spring Hill students

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Professional disc golfer Gregg Barsby, 2018 Professional Disc Golf world champion, speaks with Spring Hill Inter-
mediate School student Laila Burton, 10, about disc golf on Thursday at Panther Stadium. 

Professional disc golfer Gregg Barsby, 2018 Professional Disc Golf world 
champion, speaks to Spring Hill Intermediate School students about disc 
golf on Thursday.

Professional disc golfer Gregg Barsby, 2018 Professional Disc Golf world 
champion, works with Spring Hill Intermediate School students Cedric 
Manuel, 11, and X’zayver Crain, 11, on Thursday at Panther Stadium. 
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