
Get Back to Living!
HOSPITAL

430-240-4600

EverestRehab.com

701 East Loop 281, Longview, TX

Physical Rehab Hospital NOWOPEN!

IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE
THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$137.55

$5732.25

LONGVIEW, TEXAS
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EHLINGER LEADS TEXAS 
OVER WEST VIRGINIA 
Longhorns QB throws two touchdown passes and runs for two more scores                        
in a 42-31 victory over the Mountaineers on Saturday.
SPORTS, PAGE 1D 
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-3-1
Pick 3 day
5-3-5
Pick 3 evening
5-2-3
Pick 3 night
6-5-6

Lotto Texas
6-10-18-24-32-37
Cash Five
2-9-14-25-32
Powerball
6-14-36-51-54
Powerball: 4
Power Play: 2

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Park event features 
music, art and more
Live music and other activities 
drew children and adults to 
Grassroots @ The Green, an 
event that Keep Longview 
Beautiful hosts every six 
months. Page 1B

BUSINESS

New rehab hospital 
aims for new heights
Everest Rehabilitation Hospital, 
which opened this summer in 
Longview, seeks to help those 
recovering from surgery or 
injury overcome mountainous 
obstacles on their journey to 
recovery. Page 1E

Today’s weather

Partly sunny.
High of 94.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

The cost of providing ad-
equate legal representation 
for Gregg County’s indigent 
defendants continues to rise.

Several years ago, jurists 
led by retired Court-at-Law 
No. 1 Judge Becky Simpson 
instituted a system for ap-
pointed contracted indigent 
defense attorneys.

Those changes slowed the 
growth of overall costs to the 
county, but a rising number 
of misdemeanor cases has 

caught the 
attention of  
the Gregg 
C o u n t y 
C o m m i s -
s i o n e r s 
Court, or 
at least one 
c o m m i s -
sioner in 
particular.

Commissioners recent-
ly amended the contract 
Gregg County has with four 
indigent defense attorneys: 
Barrett Hunt, Edward Choy, 
Zachary Austin and Molly 

Larison.
The change allows each 

attorney to work a maximum 
450 cases a year for a total 
of $72,000 annually — an in-
crease of 25-to-50 cases and 
$6,000 compared with this 
past year.

The amendment, along 
with other costs, will push 
attorney fees in the misde-
meanor courtroom higher 
than the $342,000 projected 
in fiscal year 2018-19 that 
recently ended, but still far 
below the $520,000 spent for 
those same fees in 2013 and 

2014.
Kent Phillips, now the 

presiding Court-at-Law 

No. 1 judge, said he’s less 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Sex education in Texas has not 
changed in 21 years, but the State 
Board of  Education 
has appointed a 
work group to begin 
drafting new health 
standards.

The board is set 
to vote on the drafts 
next year, accord-
ing to a report in 
the Dallas Morning 
News.

Keven Ellis of  Lufkin, chair of  the 
Texas State Board of  Education and 
East Texas’ representative, said in 
an email that curriculum for each 
subject is typically revised every 10 
years, but the board chose not to re-
vise health curriculum the last time 
it was scheduled to be addressed.

BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN
The Washington Post

Since the revelation of  a whis-
tleblower complaint that sparked 
an impeachment crisis for Pres-
ident Donald Trump, he and his 
Republican allies have coalesced 
around a central defense: The doc-
ument was based on secondhand 
information, mere hearsay riddled 
with inaccuracies.

But over the past two weeks, doc-
uments, firsthand witness accounts 
and even statements by Trump him-
self  have emerged that bolster the 
facts outlined in the abuse-of-power 
complaint.

The description of  a July 25 phone 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

S
mall children climbed 
into a medical helicopter, 
a backhoe, a cement mix-
er and other big vehicles 

and equipment Saturday during 
the 11th annual Touch a Truck 
— Feed a Family fundraiser.

The children posed for photos 
inside the vehicles while their 
operators stood nearby in 
the north parking lot of  the 
Longview Mall. Longview 
Community Ministries, which 
conducts the event, moved it 
from the Gregg County Fair-
grounds.

A Flight for Life medical 
transport belonging to Christus 
Trinity Mother Frances Health 
System arrived from its base at 
the East Texas Regional Airport 
to take part in the fundraiser.

The helicopter carries a 
three-person medical crew, 
flight nurse Chad Solomon said.

“We can take a patient, and 
sometimes we can take a par-
ent,” he said.

Solomon said the helicopter 
has a radius of  150 nautical 
miles. It takes patients from 

ambulances and flies them to 
hospitals, as well as inter-facil-
ity transfers to larger hospitals 

for trauma care and pediatrics.

Gregg Co. Court-at-Law No. 1 attorney fees
Year          CCL1                 Contract           Total

2010 .........................................$306,432 ...............................$0 ...............$306,432
2011 ..........................................$318,008 ...............................$0 ............... $318,008
2012 ..........................................$413,534 ...............................$0 ................$413,534
2013 .........................................$522,364 ...............................$0 ...............$522,364
2014 .......................................... $477,213 ..................... $41,478 .................$518,691
2015 .......................................... $137,643 ................. $260,000 ............... $397,643
2016 ............................................ $93,671 ................ $260,000  ............... $353,671
2017 ........................................... $95,243 ................ $260,000 ............... $355,243
2018 ...........................................$88,956 ................. $260,000 ...............$348,956
2019 projected ........................$72,947 ..................$269,565 ................$342,512
2019 thru 9-26-19 ..................$68,388 ..................$258,333 .................$326,721

Gregg commissioners bump up pay, maximum caseloads for attorneys

Kent Phillips

County’s indigent defense costs rise

Keven Ellis

State board 

considers 

revisions  

to sex ed

More evidence     
supports facts 
of complaint 
against Trump

See COUNTY, Page 5A

See STATE, Page 4A

See TRUMP, Page 4A

Courtney Case/News-Journal Photo

Eli Lay, 3, reacts as he gets to sit in the driver’s seat of a Longview Fire Department ladder truck Saturday during 
the Longview Community Ministries’ annual Touch a Truck — Feed a Family event.

Courtney Case/News-Journal Photo

Parents and children wait for their turn to climb in the back of a SWAT 
vehicle Saturday during the Longview Community Ministries’ annual Touch a 
Truck — Feed a Family event in the parking lot of the Longview Mall.

Want to donate?
Longview Community Ministries is a nonprofit organization that provides 

assistance with food, rent and utility bill payments and other services.
To donate, go to longviewcommunityministries.org/donate or mail a check 

to Longview Community Ministries, P.O. Box 1023, Longview, TX 75606.

TANGIBLE EXPERIENCE
Annual Touch a Truck event in Longview draws small children to big vehicles

See TOUCH, Page 5A


