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ETBU holds events  
in honor of 9/11
East Texas Baptist University 
recently paused to honor and 
remember people who were 
impacted by the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.  
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DPS director threatens 
to resign over Uvalde
Texas Department of Public 
Safety Director Steve McCraw 
said he would resign if his 
troopers had “any culpability” 
in the flawed response to the 
Uvalde school shooting. Page 4A

LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr

RUSSIANS 
FLEE PARTS 

OF KHERSON
PAGE 2A

SAME SWING, 
DIFFERENT SPORT
Former Lobo Reid Russell qualifies  
for long drive championship.
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Today’s weather
Mostly sunny.

High of 86.
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It is the policy of the 
News-Journal to correct errors. 
Direct requests for corrections 
or clarifications to Editor Tim 
Thorsen at (903) 237-7759 or 
Managing Editor Randy 
Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be 
found in Scoreboard.
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The Longview City Council has 
approved a $50,000 consultant con-
tract to update the city’s Parks 
Master Plan.

Parks and Recreation Director 
Scott Caron said the master plan 
last was updated in 2015, and be-
fore that, 2009 and 2005.

He previously said that while 
the plan normally is updated ev-
ery five to six years, more time was 
allowed because the current plan 
has been so efficient.

“The Parks Master Plan pro-
vides direction and identifies the 
priorities residents would like to 
see within their parks system,” 
Caron told the council at its Thurs-
day meeting. “It’s a working docu-
ment that staff  utilizes on a daily 
basis pretty much to organize its 

work as well as leveraging projects 
moving forward.”

He explained to the council that 
one of  the reasons updating the 
plan is important is because it 
must be current in order for his 
department to be eligible for cer-
tain grants.

He referenced two Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department grants 
that funded major city parks 
projects. In 2016, a $400,000 grant 
helped fund The Green, and in 
2018, a $200,000 grant went toward 
the Longview Arboretum and Na-
ture Center.

“We have a number of  oppor-
tunities whereas we’re not only 
utilizing city funds but we’ve lev-
eraged (the Parks Master Plan) to 
make improvements to our parks 
system,” Caron said.

Council OKs contract to update Parks Plan
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Kasey Dawson plays pickleball Aug. 31 at Guthrie Park in Longview.
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A Longview business owner has 
been elected as national president 
of  charitable nonprofit organiza-
tion AMBUCS.

Carmela Davis, a CPA who also op-
erates the seasonal Carmela’s Magi-
cal Santa Land, 
was sworn in as 
national president 
recently at the or-
ganization’s 100th 
anniversary cele-
bration in Birming-
ham, Alabama.

According to its 
website, AMBUCS 
is a nonprofit or-
ganization with a 
mission statement of: “Inspiring 
people to conquer challenges relat-
ed to mobility and independence 
through a nationwide network of  
volunteer chapters, working in 
partnership with physical, occu-
pational and speech therapists; 
by providing Amtryke adaptive 
trykes, scholarships for therapists 
and many forms of  community 
service.”

Davis has been a charter mem-
ber of  Longview Too AMBUCS 
since it started in 1991, she said.

She has been traveling and visit-
ing AMBUCS chapters since being 
elected president.

“It’s pretty exciting,” Davis 
said. “My biggest thing is to be the 
cheerleader and to be the leader for 
all the chapters across the United 
States and be their person to go to 
and direct them.”

Davis said she has dreamed 
about serving in the role for many 
years but knew it was something 
that needed to wait until she had 
time to commit to it.

“It was one of  those things I 
knew I had to get to the right time 
in my life where my children were 
graduated from college and just be 
at the right time,” she said.

The role of  national president 
requires a serious time commit-
ment, according to Davis. For the 
president-elect position, she had 
to spend a year campaigning, after 
which she held the role for another 
year. Davis will be president until 
August 2023 after which she’ll be 
past national president for a year.

“So it’s a four-year commitment, 
so in doing so, I knew I had to have 
the right time to do it,” Davis said.

Traveling is a big part of  the 
job, and Davis said she wants to 
dedicate as much time as she can 

CPA elected 
national 
president of 
AMBUCS

Carmela Davis
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H
ENDERSON — Artists 
of  various mediums 
displayed their work 

Saturday along the streets of  
downtown Henderson during 
the Main Street Art Walk.

Paintings, drawings, jewelry 
and more lined tables as res-
idents took time to stroll and 
stop to admire the works or ask 
questions to the artists.

Friends of  the Rusk County 
Library, an organization of  
volunteers that provides fi-
nancial support to the library, 
had a booth set up with books, 

CRUSH OF CREATIVITY 
Art Walk event draws community to downtown Henderson
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Amelie White, 16, works on a painting at her booth Saturday at the Henderson Art Walk downtown.
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A child pokes through books at the Friends of Rusk County 
Library booth Saturday at the Henderson Art Walk downtown.
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Art by Lisa de Graffenried on display Saturday at the Henderson Art Walk downtown.
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Kendra White mans the booth Saturday for the 
Friends of Rusk County Library at the Henderson Art 
Walk downtown.
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