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Help us remember the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day

Seventy-five years ago on June 
6, 1944, Allied forces of World War II 
landed on the beaches of Normandy 

in northern France to begin the 
liberation of the country from 

Germany.
The News-Journal wants 

to tell the stories of East 
Texans who were there. 
If you are a WWII veteran 
who took part in D-Day 

or if a family member 
brought home mementos 
from that day, let us know. 
Email us at newsroom@
news-journal.com .
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-9-3
Pick 3 day
4-2-2
Pick 3 evening
3-4-8
Pick 3 night
7-8-1

Lotto Texas
3-9-14-19-42-53
Cash Five
8-16-18-22-26
Powerball
6-15-34-45-52
Powerball: 8
Power Play: 2

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Lots of characters at 
Longview convention
Celebrity guests, vendors and 
attendees in costume fill the 
Maude Cobb Convention and 
Activity Center on the first day 
of this weekend’s Longview 
Comic Con. Page 1B

NATION/WORLD

Motive unknown in 
Virginia shootings
A day after a worker opened 
fire in a municipal building 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
officials put the focus on 
remembering the victims and 
not the gunman. Page 3A

LIFESTYLE

Longview man shows 
magic of music
For B.F. Waldron, perform-
ing old-time country and 
gospel music is a way to help 
residents at long-term care 
facilities. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 91.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and then 
comment on al-
most every local 
story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Two developers say they’ve found 
an international retailer willing to in-
vest at least $2 million into a former 
Longview diner property that sits at 
one of  the city’s busiest intersections.

However, John King and Grant Gary 
have encountered an obstacle involving 
the three-sided billboard towering over 
the former Waffle Shoppe at Marshall 
Avenue and Spur 63 and the city’s 2003 
sign ordinance.

Though King and Gary have worked 

18 months to broker a deal — even forg-
ing an agreement with Lamar Advertis-
ing that would remove the sign — they 
likely won’t get the blessing of  munic-
ipal staff  unless they meet sign ordi-
nance requirements.

Neither the developer nor city offi-
cials have disclosed the name of  the in-
terested retailer, but Mayor Andy Mack 
said it is a major brand that will attract 
customers regardless of  the billboard.

“Knowing that I know who the appli-
cant is and the strength of  their mar-
keting and advertising,” Mack said, “in 
my opinion, the billboard that they’re 
trying to remove will have zero effect 
on their business. They’re so strong in 
their branding that people will go to 
them no matter who’s around them.”

Troubling sign for redevelopment

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

A three-sided Lamar Advertising sign towers behind the former Waffle 
Shoppe restaurant at the corner of Spur 63 and Marshall Avenue.

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

Teachers and property 
owners might have survived 
the 86th Legislative Session 
that ended Memorial Day, but 
the plumbers didn’t.

“Everybody in the industry 
is pretty shook up, not know-
ing what 
the future 
holds,” third 
generation 
L o n g v i e w 
plumber Mi-
chael Goettle 
said Friday 
at the end of  
a work week 
that began 
with news 
the state board that certi-
fies — and polices — plumb-
ers will stop issuing licenses 
Sept. 1.

The Texas Board of  Plumb-
ing Examiners was under 
Sunset Act review during the 
legislative session. Last-min-
ute legislative haggling pre-
vented its survival of  the 
periodic life-or-death review 
every state agency in Texas 
undergoes.

At the crux of  the holdup 
was Senate Bill 621, which 
was carried in the House by 
Rep. Chris Paddie, R-Mar-
shall, as a member of  the 
Committee on Licensing and 
Administrative Procedures. 
Instead of  shepherding the 
plumbers board into anoth-
er 10- or 12-year lifespan, SB 
621 merged the agency into 

Board’s
demise
spurs
anxiety

State Rep. 
Chris Paddie

BY SARAH A. MILLER
smiller@tylerpaper.com

Editor’s note: This is the 
fourth in a series of  stories on 
maternal morbidity and infant 
mortality in East Texas.

TYLER — With supporting 
hands from her husband, her 
midwife and her doula, Flint 
mother Laura McHugh, 28, 
gave birth to her daughter in 
the comfort of  her living room.

She had a birth plan, and her 
wishes and expectations for 
her birth were respected and 
encouraged by those in atten-
dance at her delivery.

In the birthing pool in front 
of the family’s television, which 
was playing images of a fire-
place and music from a calming, 
inspirational playlist, McHugh 
had the special experience of  
catching her daughter and pull-
ing her up out of the warm wa-

ter for her first breath.
“My birth was euphoric, in-

tense, spiritual, holy and em-
p o w e r i n g , ” 
McHugh said. 
“It was reas-
suring that 
birth really 
does go well a 
lot of  the time, 
and it really can be a beau-
tiful experience. There was 
something so powerful about 
catching my own baby that I 
never would have been able to 

A mother-friendly birth experience

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

L
AKE O’ THE PINES — 
Jefferson moms Brandie 
Baldwin, Des Forbes and 
Charity Rouse sat in lawn 

chairs chatting and perusing 
magazines before a view of  their 
combined nine children all toss-
ing bait into Lake O’ the Pines.

For them, it was certainly not 
a bad way to spend a Saturday 
morning, especially at no cost.

“If  moms can do it without the 
dads,” Rouse said, “it’s not too 
bad.”

Their youngsters, ages 6 to 11, 
were among at least 200 children 
plus parents and guests at the 
20th annual Kids Free Fish Day 
at the Army Corps of  Engineers’ 
Hurricane Creek Recreation Area 
on the lake.

Each year on the first Saturday 
in June, children ages 2 to 16 are 
invited to fish.

The Pine Cone Fishing Club, 
with help from Lake O’ The Pines 
Chamber of  Commerce plus doz-

ens of  commercial and personal 
donors, provided the tackle, live 
bait, snacks, drinks, hot dogs, 
popcorn and snow cones, and the 
first 300 children who registered 
received a gift, organizer Marie 

Dunn said.
Children fished from the Hur-

ricane Creek bank. When they 
caught a bass, bluegill, red ear, 

GETTING HOOKED

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Keith Dale Smiddy, 7, of Hallsville checks to see if he has anything on the end of his line Saturday at the  Kids Free Fish Day 
at Lake O’ the Pines. The Pine Cone Fishing Club sponsored the 20th annual event.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Justice Williams, 6, of Jefferson fishes with her sister, Jasiah, 8, and father Fred 
on Saturday at Lake O’ the Pines.

Longview ordinance could 
derail plan to lure new retailer 
to site of former restaurant

Longview-area building
professionals say future 
hazy without agency 
that certifies plumbers

TEXAS LEGISLATURE

Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a 
series of stories on maternal morbidity 
and infant mortality in East Texas.

BY SARAH A. MILLER
smiller@tylerpaper.com

Doulas empower East Texas women to take 
control of their deliveries, at home or in hospital

Inside
■ Doulas provide 
benefits to clients 
of Longview 
center. Page 4A

PARENTS’ GUIDE TO KEEPING KIDS BUSY THIS SUMMER / 1B

Bites are few but the fun is plentiful at Lake O’ the Pines children’s fishing day

See DOULAS, Page 5A

See SIGN, Page 6A

See PLUMBERS, Page 6A
See FISHING, Page 6A


