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Area teen’s prom 
idea really stuck
A recent Henderson High 
School graduate is a finalist in 
a national competition after 
making his prom outfit out of 
duct tape. Page 5A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Texas law officers 
gather in Longview
For the first time, the annual 
Texas Police Association 
Conference is being staged in 
the city. Page 5A

SPORTS

U.S. women advance 
after beating Spain
The three-time Women’s World 
Cup winners are set to take on 
France on Friday. Page 1B

Today’s weather

Storms late.
High of 86.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-3-7
Pick 3 day
4-2-6
Pick 3 evening
6-2-5
Pick 3 night
8-8-1

Cash Five
1-4-13-30-35
Texas Two-Step
4-16-29-33
Bonus: 17

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

W
hen White Oak 
ISD Superinten-
dent Mike Gil-
bert takes his 

daily walk around campus 
when school begins in the 
fall, the views will be a little 
different.

The district is set to com-
plete by Aug. 1 the last of  
construction projects fund-
ed by a $19 million bond 
package passed in 2017. Vot-
ers approved the 2017 bond 
after a similar one three 
years earlier failed.

“We had a bond issue in 
2014, and it was to build a 
new high school, new field 
house and do some other 
smaller work; it was sound-
ly defeated (by) two-to-one 
on the vote,” Gilbert said. 
“At the end of  that, we re-
alized that’s not something 
that the committee is going 
to support, so we went back 
and took three years and 
kind of  redeveloped a plan.”

Three years later, the new 
bond package passed at the 
same margin by which the 
2014 bond was defeated.

“It was about roofs. It 
was about air conditioning 

White Oak ISD nears 
end of ’17 bond projects

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

White Oak ISD Superintendent Mike Gilbert talks about the remodeled science lab at the district’s middle school campus. 
The labs are designed for an easy transition between lecture and lab learning. 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview municipal staff  
and consultants are proposing 
ordinances that would require 
developers to pay fees or donate 
land for parks and open spaces 
when they build new homes — a 
plan that could increase costs to 
buyers in the city.

Instead of  approving the idea 
Monday, Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board members chose 
to delay their decision a month 
after hearing opposition from a 
local builders group.

Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Scott Caron said the ordi-
nance would result in about a 
$1,400 fee for each new dwelling 
unit that is built, if  a developer 
did not choose to donate land.

East Texas Builders Asso-
ciation President Chris Hall 
quoted a Texas A&M Real Es-
tate Center study that reported 
about 20,000 Texans are priced 
out of  homeownership with 

Home
builders
may face
new fees

TRUMP ORDERS NEW SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAN / 2A

BY MARTHA MENDOZA  
AND GARANCE BURKE

Associated Press

The U.S. government has re-
moved most of the children from 
a Border Patrol 
station in Texas 
following reports 
that more than 300 
children were de-
tained there, car-
ing for each other 
with inadequate 
food, water and sanitation.

Just 30 children remained at 
the station outside El Paso on 
Monday, said state Rep. Veroni-
ca Escobar after her office was 
briefed on the situation by an 
official with Customs and Bor-
der Protection.

Immigrant
children
moved from
state facility

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Pine Tree ISD teachers, staff  
members and homeowners 
should be smiling after trustees 
approved the district’s 2019-20 
budget Monday.

Every teacher in the district 
will receive at least a $4,000 raise, 

while every staff  member will 
get at least a $1,500 bump. And 
the district’s proposed property 
tax rate is set to decrease, pro-
viding relief  to homeowners.

Superintendent Steve Clug-
ston said the district had 
planned to give teachers and 
staff  raises before a bill recent-
ly passed by the Legislature 

mandated it. Those raises would 
have put the district in a deficit.

However, House Bill 3 boosts 
funding to public schools and 
states portion of those funds 
must be used on staff  raises.

The total revenue of  the 2019-
2020 budget is $50.68 million, 
while budget expenditures to-
tal $50.05 million. That’s about 
an $11 million increase from 
the budget passed in June 2018, 

which had rev-
enues of  $38.38 
million and ex-
penditures of  
$39.11 million.

A s s i s t a n t 
Superintendent Salena Jack-
son said the budget includes 
$1.9 million for teacher and 
staff  salaries.

Pine Tree ISD ups pay, cuts taxes

Salena Jackson
Assistant 

superintendent

House Bill 3 provides almost $2M for district raises

Proposed Longview 
ordinance could result in 
higher costs for buyers

Inside
■ Children, 
woman found 
dead on 
Texas border. 
Page 5A

$19M package funds 
wide range of work, 
from new science lab 
to roofing, AC units

Above: Workers make 
upgrades earlier 
this month to the 
exterior of White 
Oak ISD’s primary 
and intermediate 
campus. A reinforced 
wall, metal siding and 
double-pane glass 
windows are being 
installed. 

At left: White Oak 
ISD Superintendent 
Mike Gilbert talks 
about the insulation 
upgrades to the 
district’s primary and 
intermediate campus.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal Photos
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