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Biden pledges to halve 
greenhouse gases
Three sources say President 
Joe Biden will pledge to cut 
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 
at least in half by 2030. 
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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Students publish 
book of stories
Foster Middle School Young 
Authors Club members have 
put together a book of stories, 
‘The Short Tales of A Dragon.’ 
Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-1-3
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FEW NEW COVID-19 CASES REPORTED IN GREGG COUNTY, PAGE 5A

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

Partly sunny.
High of 63.

Today’s weather

Forecast brought to you by
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Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS  — Former Minneapo-
lis Officer Derek Chauvin was convicted 
Tuesday of  murder and manslaughter for 
pinning George Floyd to the pavement with 
his knee on the Black man’s neck in a case 
that triggered worldwide protests, violence 
and a furious reexamination of  racism and 
policing in the U.S.

Chauvin, 45, was immediately led away 
with his hands cuffed behind his back and 
could be sent to prison for decades.

The verdict — guilty as charged on all 

counts, in a relatively swift, across-the-
board victory for Floyd’s supporters — set 
off  jubilation mixed with sorrow across 
the city and around the nation. Hundreds 
of  people poured into the streets of  Minne-
apolis, some running through traffic with 
banners. Drivers blared their horns in cel-
ebration.

“Today, we are able to breathe again,” 
Floyd’s younger brother Philonise said at a 
joyous family news conference where tears 
streamed down his face as he likened Floyd 
to the 1955 Mississippi lynching victim Em-
mett Till, except that this time there were 

BY MARIA CHENG 
Associated Press

LONDON — The European 
Union’s drug regulatory agency said 
Tuesday that it found a “possible 
link” between Johnson & Johnson’s 
COVID-19 vaccine and extremely 
rare blood clots and recommended a 
warning be added to the label. But ex-
perts at the agency reiterated that the 
vaccine’s benefits outweigh the risks.

The European Medicines Agency 
made its determination after exam-
ining a small number of  clot cases in 
people vaccinated in the U.S. It said 
these problems should be considered 
“very rare side effects of  the vac-
cine.”

J&J immediately announced it will 
revise its label as requested and re-
sume vaccine shipments to the EU, 
Norway and Iceland. In a statement, 
it said: “The safety and well-being of  
the people who use our products is 
our number one priority.”

Following the EMA’s decision, EU 
Health and Food Safety Commis-
sioner Stella Kyriakides tweeted that 
vaccinations save lives and added: 
“I urge Member States to follow the 
opinion of  our experts.”

Dutch health minister Hugo de 
Jonge said the Netherlands would 
start immunizing with the J&J vac-
cine on Wednesday.

In March, the EMA, which oversees 
the use of  pharmaceutical products 
in 27 countries across the continent 
with a combined population of  about 
448 million, likewise recommend-
ed a label change for AstraZeneca’s 

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has confirmed the death of  the 
pilot in a plane crash Monday after-
noon in Rusk County, according to 
preliminary crash report released 
Tuesday.

Around 3:20 p.m., the Rusk Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office received a call 

about a plane crash northeast of  
Tatum, according to the Texas De-
partment of  Public Safety.

DPS Sgt. Sara Warren said the 
crash happened near Rusk Coun-
ty roads 2212 and 2214, about nine 
miles east of  East Texas Regional 
Airport.

According to the FAA initial crash 
notice, the “aircraft crashed under 
unknown circumstances” and the 

damage was listed as “substantial.”
Rusk County Sheriff  Johnwayne 

Valdez said in a Facebook post that 
fire was extinguished at the crash 
site by first responders.

The FAA notice reported the 
plane to be a Cessna 340, and the pi-
lot was the only occupant on board 
at the time.

The identity of  the pilot has not 
been released, however, according 

to the plane’s registration infor-
mation, it is owned by William J. 
Weatherspoon of  Longview.

Rusk County Office of  Emergency 
Management Coordinator Patrick 
Dooley said the pilot was taking the 
plane for a “routine maintenance 
flight” when the crash happened, 
according to CBS19.

The crash remains under investi-
gation and is listed as an “accident.”

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

A 
project is giving 
students in Spring 
Hill ISD’s welding 
program practice in 
profiting from their 

hard work.
Students are selling a trailer 

they built with proceeds going 
back into the district’s welding 
program.

Spring Hill Assistant Super-
intendent Adrian Knight said 
the welding teacher, Grant 
Mars, has helped bring a new 
perspective to the program.

“It’s not just about a career, 
but he’s also showing the stu-
dents how this is a skill that can 
turn into a profitable hobby,” 
Knight said. “Finding scrap 
metal and putting it together, 

finding low-cost or free mate-
rials to put them together and 
turn it into something usable or 
saleable. He’s had a really good 

impact on the program.”
The students recently 

FAA confirms pilot death in Rusk County plane crash

European Union agency 
links J&J vaccine to rare 
clots, says odds favor use 
and outweigh the risks

Agency 
finds link 
to clots
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FINDING A SPARK
Project helps grow Spring Hill ISD welding program

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Masen Bonnie works on a project April 15 in his welding class at Spring Hill High School.

From left, Jaxon Yantes, 15, Cameron Webb, 17, Connor Davis, 18, and Kaden 
McFaul, 17, talk April 12 about a trailer they built in their Spring Hill High 
School welding class.

Chauvin found guilty on all counts
Jury returns verdict, convicts former police officer 
of murder and manslaughter in George Floyd’s death

AP Photo/John Minchillo

Philonise Floyd, brother of George Floyd, left, and attorney Ben 
Crump raise their hands in triumph on Tuesday in Minneapolis 
during a news conference after the murder conviction against 
former Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin in the killing of 
George Floyd. See TRIAL, Page 3A

See WELDING, Page 3A
See VACCINE, Page 3A


