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LISD veteran alumni 
being honored today
The late Staff Sgt. Jazmon 
Lamar Armstrong wanted to 
travel the world, and joining 
the U.S. Army gave him that 
chance. Armstrong is one of 
five men who will be recog-
nized Friday on Longview ISD’s 
Wall of Honor for veterans who 
graduated from the district. 
Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

Film review: Time 
keeps on slippin’
Hamilton and Schwarzenegger 
reprise their roles in “Termina-
tor: Dark Fate,” the sixth film in 
the franchise. Page 12A

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 57.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 11A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
5-9-5
Pick 3 day
9-2-4
Pick 3 evening
8-7-5
Pick 3 night
7-2-5

Cash Five
6-25-30-32-35
Texas Two-Step
2-4-26-31
Bonus: 3

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications 
to Editor Richard Brack at (903) 
237-7759. Sports corrections can 
be found in Scoreboard.
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BY ZAK WELLERMAN
zwellerman@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — East Texas 
health care professionals are 
on notice to be on the alert 
for cases of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease.

The Northeast Texas Pub-
lic Health District is reporting 
seven confirmed and five pos-
sible cases of Legionnaires’ 

disease in the Northeast Tex-
as region, all of which could 
be connected to recent atten-
dance at the East Texas State 
Fair in Tyler.

NET Health Disease Sur-
veillance Division is working 
with the fair organizers and 
local health officials to deter-
mine connections of the cas-
es with attending this year’s 
fair Sept. 20 to 29.

George Roberts, NET 
Health CEO, said the com-
mon element is the East Tex-
as State Fair. NET Health 
is working with the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 
event organizers and local 
health departments to nar-
row down the location within 
the fair.

Le gion-
n a i r e s ’ 
d i s e a s e 
is spread 
by inhal-
ing water 
droplets in 
the air and 
caused by 
the Legio-
nella bac-
teria, according to a written 
statement sent out Thursday 
by NET Health. Breathing in 

the water droplets can come 
from water in the air, steam, 
humidifier, cooling tower, 
sprinklers, lakes, rivers, 
streams and stagnant water.

The disease mimics pneu-
monia symptoms, and about 
5,000 to 6,000 cases are re-
ported every year, Roberts 
said.

Within a week’s time, five 
cases were noticed by health 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Gregg County voters in Emergen-
cy Services District No. 2 will decide 
Tuesday whether a 1.5% sales tax is 
needed in the Liberty City area to 
support the Sabine Fire Department.

Early voting ends today for all 
ballots in Tuesday’s general elec-
tion. Besides the ESD No. 2 issue in 
Gregg County, voters statewide are 

considering 10 state constitutional 
amendments, while voters in three 
school districts, 
one city and an-
other emergency 
services district 
will make their 
choices.

Early voting 
sites are open 
from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. today in Gregg, Harrison and 
Upshur counties and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

BY ALEXA URA
The Texas Tribune

Worried about the suppres-
sion of young voters in 2020, 
national and Texas Democrats 
are suing the state over a newly 
implemented election measure 
that’s triggered the shuttering 
of early voting places, including 
on college campuses, in various 
parts of the state.

In a federal lawsuit filed 
Wednesday in Austin, the Texas 
Democratic Party — joined by 
the Democratic campaign arms 

for the U.S. House and Senate — 
alleges that the state’s move to 
effectively end the use of what 
were known as temporary or 
mobile early voting sites is un-
constitutional because it dis-
criminates against young voters 
by shrinking their access to the 
ballot box.

Republican lawmakers 
pushed the law, introduced 
during the last legislative ses-
sion as House Bill 1888, to curb 
what they saw as abuse in 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Rusty Fennell stepped down 
this past week as director of  
the Hiway 80 Rescue Mission 
in Longview, and the mission’s 
board is interviewing candidates 
for managing executive director 
to oversee both Longview and Ty-
ler.

“I’m just grateful for the time I 
had at Hiway 80 Rescue Mission,” 
Fennell said. “I just feel like it is 
time for a new direction.”

Fennell, who started at the 
mission 15 years ago, was pro-
moted in March from assistant 
director after then-Executive Di-
rector Eric Burger left his job of  
10 years to be closer to family in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

Fennell and Dawn Moltzan, 
who is in charge of  the rescue 
mission in Tyler, held the titles 
of  co-director, said Brian Bunt, 
president of  the Hiway 80 board.

“We have personnel that are 
currently in place that are lead-
ing and carrying out our program 
here (in Longview),” Bunt said. 
“We are currently interviewing 
candidates for a new managing 
director. Ultimately, this per-
son would lead the mission as a 
whole, including Longview and 
Tyler.”

Bunt said the board hopes to 
bring in a new managing direc-
tor by the end of  November and 
is considering internal and exter-
nal candidates.

Dems suing state over move 
to end temporary voting sites

ET health officials on alert for Legionnaires’
Seven cases confirmed in region; link to East Texas State Fair possible

George Roberts

See HEALTH, Page 3A

See STATE, Page 3A

Sabine voters to decide 1.5% 
sales tax levy for firefighters
Early voting ends today for 
Tuesday’s general election

Inside
■ Where and when to 
vote early. Page 3A
■ Secretary of State’s 
office did not send text 
messages to county 
voters. Page 3A

See VOTING, Page 3A

Casa Flora joins Liftoff 
2020 with installation 
of balloon sculpture

READY FOR LIFTOFF

Above: Casa Flora owner Vickie 
Slover snaps a photo after having 
a metal balloon sculpture painted 
by artist Sharon Grimes installed 

outside her shop Thursday as part 
of the Gregg County Historical 

Foundation’s Liftoff 2020 program 
being held in honor of Longview’s 
upcoming sesquicentennial cele-

bration. Right: Workers install the 
metal balloon sculpture outside 

Casa Flora on Thursday.
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Fennell 
steps down 
as director 
of Hiway 80

See HIWAY 80, Page 3A


