GRID WAS CLOSE
TO FAILURE

SNOW
DAMAGE AT
MARINA

Texas’ power grid was “minutes” away from a catastrophic
failure that could have left Texans in the dark for months.
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RELIABLE RIDES
E.T. Jeep Outlaws transports hospital staff to work on snowy, icy roads

Here
comes
the big
melt
Warming trend expected
to begin Saturday in
Longview area
BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com
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Justen Hollis, president of the the nonprofit organization E.T. Jeep Outlaws, gives out instructions Thursday at Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center
in Longview to club members who are picking up hospital workers and taking them to and from work.
BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

M

arcus Forson woke up extra
early Thursday, got in his Jeep
with 42-inch wheels and took to
East Texas roads to help nurses, doctors and hospital staff members get
to work at Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center in Longview.
“It makes me feel good just to see their
smiles,” Forson said. “Everyone is just so
grateful. I picked up a lady who works as
an operator here, and she was super grateful. She was taking pictures with my Jeep.
Just to see their smiles and to see they’re
happy that we’re doing this. It makes me
feel good. We enjoy what we do. We’re one
big Jeep family.”
Forson, of Longview, is among dozens
of Jeep owners who have participated in a
large-scale effort coordinated by the nonprofit organization E.T. Jeep Outlaws to
transport hospital staff members to and
from work each day so they can continue
providing medical care to the community.
“Every single one of the individuals here,
I can’t put a value on what they mean to us,”
said Christus Good Shepherd Vice President of Operations Jim Gaton as he looked
out upon a sea of Jeep owners lined up at
the hospital’s south entrance. “At the end
of the day, because of them, we’re able to

See MELT, Page 3A
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E.T. Jeep Outlaws members Skipper and KT Wright speak Thursday at Christus Good Shepherd
Medical Center in Longview about being able to help pick up hospital workers and take them to and
from work.

BY LES HASSELL
KILGORE — When he was
younger, Pete Luman moved
to Nashville twice to pursue
his music career but says he
got homesick almost as soon
as he left.
He soon returned home to
East Texas and, following in
his father’s footsteps, began
driving trucks — eventually owning his own hot shot
company for about 10 years.
When the bottom fell out
of the oilfield industry more
than a decade ago, Luman
says he pretty much lost everything. Forced to close the
doors to his business, the
62-year-old now drives for

Christus
postpones
vaccine
clinic
BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

care for our patients and the community.” storm during which Jeep owners helped
The partnership between Christus Good staff get to work. That storm paled in
Shepherd and E.T. Jeep Outlaws started
about three years ago during a previous
See JEEPS, Page 3A

Kilgore trucker gets back to driving as way
to help community during winter storm
lhassell@news-journal.com

Hazardous road conditions
caused by snow and ice from the
week’s two major winter storms
are expected to linger through
Saturday morning across the
Longview area, according to the
National Weather Service.
NWS Shreveport Meteorologist Matt Hemingway said in
a Thursday morning briefing
that overnight temperatures
will be in the teens early Friday
morning and Friday into Saturday morning, causing any snow
melt to refreeze.
“We’re almost through it,” he
said.
Sunny skies and a high near
41 degrees Saturday should help
clear out the snow and ice, Hemingway said.
“We will see a warning trend
begin to gain steam,” he said.
Daytime temperatures are expected to steadily climb to reach
a more seasonal 61 degrees
while overnight temperatures
will remain above freezing after
Saturday night.
Ice totals were not available

Orgill in Kilgore.
Luman was supposed to go
to work Monday, but after his
route to Mississippi was canceled because of the weather
and poor road conditions,
the truck driver says he was
looking for something to do.
“I was just sitting there
and drank about three cups
of coffee, and I was bouncing
off the walls, so I said, ‘I gotta
get out and do something,’ ”
he said.
Luman turned back to the
road.
Known to his friends as
Cool Cat Daddy, Luman
says he likes to help people
and has a large following on
See TRUCKER, Page 3A

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Pete Luman uses his four-wheel drive vehicle Wednesday to transport people
to a store to purchase supplies near Kilgore.

Christus Good Shepherd
Medical Center is postponing
its planned vaccine hub clinic in
Longview, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, because of the
winter storm.
According to a statement
from Christus, those with Saturday appointments to receive
their second dose of the vaccine
will be rescheduled to the same
time slot March 5. Those with
appointments Sunday to receive
their first dose of the vaccine
will be rescheduled to the same
time slot March 7. Community
members do not need to take
any action at this time.
“We want to reassure those
affected that rescheduling the
Feb. 20, second dose appointments for March 5, is still in
keeping with current CDC
guidelines for administering the
Pfizer vaccine,” Christus said in
a statement. “If it is not feasible
to adhere to the recommended
21-day interval, the second dose
of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines
may be administered up to six
weeks (42 days) after the first
dose and still be effective.”
Those who had signed up
See CLINIC, Page 3A

