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MORE THAN 60 
DEATHS TIED TO 
SERIAL KILLER

EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

TORONTO 
A WIN AWAY
Raptors take 3-1 series lead in NBA Finals over 
Golden State after 105-92 victory.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 89.
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-8-5
Pick 3 day
2-2-3
Pick 3 evening
9-4-4
Pick 3 night
0-9-7

Cash Five
8-10-17-21-29
Mega Millions
17-19-27-40-68
MB: 2
Megaplier: 3

GLADEWATER RODEO
What: Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo, with mutton bustin’, calf 
scramble and more events
When: Begins at 6 p.m. today
Where: Gladewater Rodeo 
Arena off U.S. 80 in Gladewater
Cost: Tickets are $16 for adults 
and $8 for children ages 12 
and younger; tickets can be 
purchased at Cavender’s Boot 
City in Longview or online at 
GladewaterRodeo.com

WINE SWIRL
What: Downtown Longview 
Wine Swirl, which benefits the 
Longview Main Street program 
and One Hundred Acres of 
Heritage; guests can sample a 
wide assortment of wines and 
listen to live music, and winer-
ies, local coffeehouses, craft 
breweries and restaurants are 
set to attend
When: 4 to 8 p.m. today
Where: Tyler Street and 
surrounding area in downtown 
Longview
Cost: For a $35 ticket, guests 
will receive a commemorative 
wine glass, which they can use 
at each vendor for samples

BOAT SHOW
What: Longview Summer Boat 
Show, featuring Plano Marine 
of East Texas and Nichols 
Marine
When: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. today 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday
Where: Maude Cobb Conven-
tion and Activity Center 
Cost: Free admission

things to do 
this weekend 
in East Texas3

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

S
uds of  foam drifting over 
the Longview Municipal 
Complex have annually 
signaled the Summer 

Reading Club Kickoff  Party — 
not to mention the packed park-
ing lot and hundreds of  children.

“It is always hard to guess-
timate, but I would say we’re 
getting close to 1,000” people, 
Longview Public Library Youth 
Services Supervisor Jenna 
Yeakley said of  attendance at 
the library’s yearly bash on the 
library plaza.

The party serves as the 
opening pitch for the library’s 
annual Summer Reading Club, 
which encourages children up 
to 18 years old to keep reading 
throughout the summer. Foam 
frolicking, bounce houses, 
popcorn, Kona Ice, bubbles and 
sidewalk chalk are a sampling 
of  the fun offered to children at 
no cost.

“My goodness,” White Oak 

Bubble

blast

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Josiah Robinson, right, 6, and his brother, Isaiah, 8, make giant soap 
bubbles during Friday’s party.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Stephanie Berlanga, 7, reacts as she is engulfed by a giant soap bubble Friday at the Longview Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Club Kickoff Party. Library officials said about 1,000 children attended the annual event.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Liam Fields, 4, plays in the foam pit Friday at the 
Summer Reading Club Kickoff Party.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Two recent Longview high school 
graduates — and former kindergar-
ten classmates — are among about 
3,500 students across the nation to 
receive National Merit Scholarships.

Nitin Rangu, Longview High 
School’s 2019 valedictorian, will at-
tend the University of  Oklahoma on 

a full scholarship as part of  the col-
lege-sponsored Merit Scholarship 
program.

Jacob Chamberlain, who graduat-
ed from Christian Heritage Classical 
School, will attend Northeastern Uni-
versity in Boston. Even though he re-
ceived about $120,000 in scholarships, 
he said he still will have expenses

Without the National Merit schol-
arship, Chamberlain said he would 

not have been able to go to Northeast-
ern, which is his first choice.

 “If  I hadn’t gotten that scholarship 
and hadn’t gotten the amount I did, 
even if  I had gotten, like, $5,000 less, 
(going there) wouldn’t have been do-
able,” he said.

The National Merit Scholarship 
Program process begins in students’ 

Longview students receive National Merit Scholarships

Jacob 
Chamberlain

Nitin 
Rangu

BY JILL COLVIN, MATTHEW LEE  
AND LUIS ALONSO LUGO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump announced late Friday that he 
had suspended plans to impose tariffs 
on Mexico, tweeting that the country 
“has agreed to take strong measures” 
to stem the flow of  Central American 
migrants into the United States. But 
the deal the sides agreed to falls short 
of  some of  the dramatic overhauls the 
U.S. had pushed for.

A “U.S.-Mexico Joint Declaration” 
released by the State Department said 
the U.S. “will immediately expand the 
implementation” of  a program that 
returns asylum-seekers who cross the 
southern border to Mexico while their 
claims are adjudicated. Mexico will 
“offer jobs, healthcare and education” 
to those people, the agreement stated.

Mexico has also agreed, it said, to 
take “unprecedented steps to increase 
enforcement to curb irregular migra-
tion,” including the deployment of  the 
Mexican National Guard throughout 
the country, especially on its southern 
border with Guatemala. And Mexico 
is taking “decisive action to dismantle 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

East Texas high school students 
know their U.S. history, according to 
State of  Texas Assessments of  Aca-
demic Readiness end-of-course results.

Only one area school, Kilgore High 
School, scored below 90 percent in the 
“approaches grade level” category on 
the U.S. history test.

Union Grove High School is the only 
school in the area to score at least 90 
percent approaches on each test.

The Texas Education Agency breaks 
down STAAR scores into performance 
categories of  “approaches grade lev-
el,” “meets grade level” and “masters 
grade level.”

Approaches grade level means the 
student is likely to succeed in the next 
grade up with academic intervention. 
Meets grade level indicates the student 
is highly likely to succeed in the next 
grade level, but could still need some 

Want to join the club?
The Longview Public Library offers free summer reading clubs for 

children and adults. Go to longviewtexas.gov/library or to the library at 
222 W. Cotton St. to sign up.

‘Free for everybody’ party 
kicks off Longview library’s 
Summer Reading Club

Trump
calls off
Mexico
tariffs
Mexico plans ‘strong measures’ 
to curb illegal immigration

History exams
strength for
area schools in
STAAR results

See STAAR, Page 3A

See STUDENTS, Page 3A

See MEXICO, Page 3A

See PARTY, Page 3A


