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Three Longview ISD teachers 
were reassigned to the East Texas 
Montessori Prep Academy because 
of  growth on the campus, which is 
close to capacity.

East Texas Montessori Prep 
Academy is one of  six charter 
campuses in the district run by 

the nonprofit East Texas Advanced 
Academies. The other five campus-
es in the network are Ware East 
Texas Montessori Academy, John-
ston-McQueen Elementary School, 
Bramlette STEAM Academy, J.L. 
Everhart Elementary School and 
Forest Park Middle School.

The Montessori Prep Academy 
is the only option for prekinder-
garten and kindergarten students 

in Longview ISD 
after the school 
board decided to 
get rid of  tradi-
tional kindergar-
ten at a meeting 
in April. The Mon-
tessori method is 
a system of  edu-
cation that seeks 
to develop natural 
interests and activities rather than 
use formal teaching methods, ac-
cording to the American Montes-

sori Society.
The campus has around 1,180 

students enrolled, said Cynthia 
Wise, CEO of  ETAA. The build-
ing’s capacity is 1,200 students.

Wise said the three teachers 
were moved from Bramlette, Ware 
and J.L. Everhart.

Teachers in a Montessori-style 
class need additional training. 
Wise said the teacher from Ware 
was already in a Montessori class-
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Today’s weather

Sunny.
High of 102.
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Friday’s lottery

Pick 3 morning
0-6-9
Pick 3 day
3-5-3
Pick 3 evening
9-8-8
Pick 3 night
9-2-6

Cash Five
9-15-17-29-32
Mega Millions
4-11-13-19-31
MB: 10
Megaplier: 4

GREGG COUNTY FAIR
What: 70th annual Gregg 
County Fair, with rides, games, 
vendors and lots more
When: Gates open at 4 p.m. 
today and Sunday
Where: Longview Fairgrounds 
and Exhibit Building, 1123 
Jaycee Drive
Cost: Admission is $6 and free 
for children 3 and younger, 
senior citizens, and military 
members and their families 
with proper identification; 
armbands are $25 today and 
Sunday

FARMERS MARKET
What: Historic Longview 
Farmers Market, today featur-
ing musician Ramoth Gilead; 
vendors will be selling a variety 
of produce and other goods
When: Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. today
Where: City parking lot at High 
and Cotton streets
Cost: Free admission

MOBILITY BASH
What: Fundraiser for Longview 
Ambucs, with dancing, raffles, 
food and drinks
When: 6 to 10 p.m. today
Where: Maude Cobb Conven-
tion and Activity Center, 100 
Grand Blvd.
Cost:  $100; for information go 
to www.longviewambucs.com
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It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. health 
officials on Friday again 
urged people to stop vaping 
until they figure out why 
some are coming down with 
serious breathing illnesses.

Officials have identified 
about 450 possible cases, 
including as many as five 
deaths, in 33 states. The 
count includes newly re-
ported deaths in California, 
Indiana and Minnesota.

No single vaping device, 
liquid or ingredient has 

been tied to all the illnesses, 
officials said. Many of  the 
sickened — but not all — 
were people who said they 
had been vaping THC, the 
chemical that gives mar-
ijuana its high. Many are 
teens.

Health officials have 

only been counting certain 
lung illnesses in which the 
person had vaped with-
in three months. Doctors 
say the illnesses resemble 
an inhalation injury, with 
the body apparently react-
ing to a caustic substance 
that someone breathed in. 

Symptoms have included 
shortness of  breath, fatigue, 
chest pain and vomiting.

The illnesses have all 
surfaced this year, and the 
number has been growing 
quickly in the last month 

U.S. health officials repeat warning after new vaping deaths

See VAPING, Page 3A

LISD campus close to capacity

Cynthia Wise

See TEACHERS, Page 3A

Three teachers reassigned to Montessori Prep Academy

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

G
LADEWATER — A tan-
gled and long-running 
dispute over Gregg 

County land first settled by 
former slaves has snared three 
now-homeless veterans whom 
a ministry is trying to help.

“Yeah, this is a mess,” Des-
ert Storm veteran Bill Johnson 

said Friday, sitting in a Glade-
water motel room that a veter-
ans housing ministry secured 
for him.

Johnson found himself  home-
less after he and two fellow vets 
were ordered by two White Oak 
police officers to leave a house 
off  George Richey Road they’d 
lived in for about two months.

It started on Aug. 27 with a 
visit from a lawyer who invests 

in local properties appearing at 
the door and whose company 
built the house where the vet-
erans were living.

“I was sitting there making 
breakfast, and he said, ‘What 
are you doing on my proper-
ty?’” Johnson said of  the law-
yer, whose name is not being 
used because he could not be 

Gregg County veterans face eviction hearing Wednesday in land dispute

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

From a motel in Gladewater, Desert Storm veteran Bill Johnson, who says he is disabled and can barely walk, talks 
Friday about being evicted from a house he was living in through a veterans housing program run by Debra Christian. 
Ownership of the land where the house sits is in dispute. 

See EVICTION, Page 3A

BY NEIL VIGDOR
New York Times

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick publicly 
endorsed expanding the state’s 
background checks to private 
gun sales Friday, defying the Na-
tional Rifle As-
sociation — a 
group that had 
p r e v i o u s l y 
given the con-
servative an 
A-plus grade 
for his Second 
Amendment 
bona fides.

Patrick, a 
Re p u b l i c a n 
who was elect-
ed to a second term in 2018, 
went so far as to say during an 
interview Friday with The Dal-
las Morning News that he was 
“willing to take an arrow” from 
the gun lobby.

Patrick’s stance on expand-
ing background checks followed 
a cycle of gun violence in the 
state.

It came less than a week after 
a gunman terrorized motorists 
near Odessa, killing seven peo-
ple and wounding at least 21 
more with an assault-style rifle 
that he obtained from a private 
seller in Lubbock, despite fail-
ing a background check in 2014 
for a mental health issue. Earli-

Patrick:
Tighten
firearm
checks
Lieutenant governor  
at odds with NRA

Lt. Gov.  

Dan Patrick
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