
Pine Tree..............27
Whitehouse...........14

Grandview............49
Tatum..................23

Marshall...............26
Mount Pleasant......7

Paul Pewitt..........44
Newton................36

Kilgore.................27
El Campo..............14

Highland Park......49
Tyler......................10

Carthage..............49
Silsbee...................0

Union Hill.............76
Abbott.................42
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Today’s weather

Some sun, warm.
High of 78.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-5-7
Pick 3 day
6-5-9
Pick 3 evening
3-6-5
Pick 3 night
2-0-4

Cash Five
4-6-9-29-30
Mega Millions
26-33-45-61-68
MB: 17
Megaplier: 3

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

NATION/WORLD

Daily virus deaths at 
highest since May
The surging coronavirus is taking 
an increasingly dire toll across 
the U.S., with the country now 
averaging over 1,300 COVID-19 
deaths per day — the highest 
level since spring. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Hundreds receive 
turkeys in giveaway
A Longview law firm handed 
out smoked turkeys, chickens 
and ham Friday on Fourth 
Street. Page 5A

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

Longview police are inves-
tigating the death of  a man 
found shot to death — the 
city’s 10th homicide of  the 
year.

At about 6:43 p.m. Thurs-
day, officers responded to a 
shots fired call in the area of  
15th and Young streets near a 
Family Dollar store.

“Officers located an adult 
male with apparent gunshot 
wounds who was pronounced 
deceased at the scene,” police 
said on Facebook. “Longview 
Police Detectives are actively 
working this case as a homi-
cide.”

Police did not provide 
more details, including the 
identity of  the victim.

Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact the 
Longview Police Department 
at 903-237-1199 or 903-237-
1157.

Those who wish to remain 
anonymous should contact 
Gregg County Crime Stop-
pers at 903-236-STOP(7867) 
or online at greggcounty-
crimestoppers.org.

The death is the city’s 10th 
homicide of  2020. Others this 
year are:

James Barron, 30, of  
Longview was arrested and 
charged with murder after 

Police 
probe 
death 
of man
Fatal shooting is 
Longview’s 10th  
homicide of year

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

B
lame it on the rain, or rath-
er the timing of  the rain, 
but East Texas’ fall colors 
have largely peaked.

Still, spots of  beauty can be 
found around Longview’s parks, 
on rural highways and in area 
state parks.

“We were looking good for about 
three weeks,” said Steven Cham-
blee, executive director of  the 
Longview Arboretum and Nature 
Center, which recently celebrated 
its first anniversary. Normally, 
East Texas would see a good six to 
eight weeks of  colorful fall foliage, 
he said.

“Most of  it depends on the 
weather ... and it depends on how 
much rain,” he continued. “We 
have had an almost powder dry 
fall, which has really wrecked a lot 
of  our fall color. Yes, we irrigate, 
but there’s nothing like rain. Irri-
gation doesn’t do it like rain. No-
body does it like Mother Nature.”

Longview’s total rainfall for 
the year is about an inch below 
normal at 40.26 inches, said Chris 
Nuttall, a meteorologist with 

the National Weather Service in 
Shreveport. That’s not so bad, he 
said, but since September, rainfall 
is 3 inches below normal and down 
2.5 inches this month.

“The last couple of  months have 
been relatively dry,” Nuttall said. 
“Some of  that was due to some of  

the tropical systems, some of  the 
hurricanes that came up, and that 
didn’t really affect the Longview 
area and much of  Northeast Texas 
very much.”

The area has a small chance of  

COLORS OF  

THE SEASON
Lack of rain hurts area’s fall foliage, but beauty can still be found

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

A maple tree shows yellow and green leaves along the Paul Boorman Trail on Wednesdayin Longview. 

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Executive Director Steven Chamblee points out a bald cypress showing rust 
colors while speaking about fall colors, on Wednesday at the Longview Arboretum 
and Nature Center. 

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

Longview Main Street 
is encouraging residents 
to shop local this year by 
offering a prize contest for 
those who do.

Between now and Dec. 
9, residents who shop lo-
cal can upload pictures 
of  receipts or purchases 
from local retailers for a 
chance to win prizes from 
Longview businesses.

Main Street Coordi-
nator Melida Heien said 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, she believes 
people have become more 
cognizant of  where they 
shop.

“More so than any other 
year, it is so important to 

support your local busi-
nesses,” she said.

Small, locally-owned re-
tailers work within differ-

ent budgets than big box 
stores and do not have as 
much money for market-
ing, she said. Additionally, 
local retailers do not have 
corporate support.

“When you spend mon-
ey at a local business, it’s 
going to go further in a lot 
of  different sectors of  our 
community,” she said, add-
ing that local retailers are 
owned by people who live 
here, and those people will 
reinvest that money into 
the East Texas economy.

To help encourage 
residents to shop local, 
Longview Main Street de-
cided to reward those who 
do.

The group has set up a 

City contest encourages shopping local

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Ryan Ashworth shops Thursday at The Brown Duck. Longview 
Main Street is encouraging residents to shop local this year by 
offering a prize contest for those who do.

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

New confirmed cases of  
COVID-19 in Gregg County 
increased again Friday by 
double digits as additional 
confirmed recoveries ap-
proached 100.

Regional health organiza-
tion the Northeast Texas Pub-
lic Health District, known as 
NET Health, reported 39 new 
confirmed cases of  corona-
virus in Gregg County resi-
dents and 98 newly reported 
recoveries.

The county’s cumulative 
confirmed case count reached 
3,109, with confirmed recover-
ies at 2,419.

Confirmed deaths in the 
county remained at 65, a day 
after the health district an-
nounced four additional con-
firmed deaths related to the 
coronavirus.

On Friday, there were 625 
confirmed active cases in 
the county and three Gregg 

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS 

Gregg  
virus cases 
rise by 39

See COLORS, Page 3A
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