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LISD students get 
into gaming mode
LISD students participated in 
a video gaming competition 
Friday with the nonprofit 
Thirsty Minds Design & Media. 
Page 5A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 82.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-9-6
Pick 3 day
0-3-8
Pick 3 evening
2-4-8
Pick 3 night
3-9-6

Cash Five
14-16-23-25-33
Mega Millions
18-58-60-65-67
MB: 20
Megaplier: 3

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

RELIGION

ETBU summit equips 
ministers, leaders
East Texas Baptist University’s 
annual Worship Summit gave 
music and worship ministry 
students the opportunity to 
become further equipped in 
their call to ministry. Page 8B

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Lamar Cos. wasted little time seek-
ing to put up digital billboard sign fac-
ings in Longview.

The firm from Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana, submitted applications for three 
Longview locations one day after the 
Longview City Council amended its 
ordinances governing digital signs.

The city’s Planning Division staff  is 
reviewing those applications while at 
the same time reforming its review and 
permitting process as it implements 
changes under the amendments.

All three applications from Lamar 
were submitted Oct. 11 and are for the 
same three locations that the company 
has sought to convert its existing static 
billboard facings into digital facings. 
Those locations are next to a Cefco 
convenience store at 611 E. Marshall 
Ave., beside Swimming Pool Super-
store at 1621 W. Loop 281 and outside 
Medshop Pharmacy at 427 E. Loop 281.

The applications also call for for 
the digital facing and the static facing 
on the other side of  each billboard to 
match in size at 378 square feet.

Each of  the signs is valued at 
$125,000, with each municipal applica-
tion fee costing Lamar $613, according 
to a city activity data report released 
Thursday.

On Oct. 10, the City Council unani-
mously passed amendments that re-
quire billboard companies to remove 
at least four existing billboard facings 
for every digital sign that it installs in 
Longview. 

Also, a digital facing can’t be larger 
than 400 square feet, and any sign on 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Great Texas Balloon Race of-
ficials on Friday announced the 
2020 concert lineup, featuring a 
band with deep roots in the red 
dirt of  East Texas and an act that 
embodies the traditional Nash-
ville sound of  country music.

Whiskey Myers, fresh off  a No. 
1 showing on the Billboard Top 
Country Album charts, will head-
line the Saturday night show on 
June 20, culminating the Great 
Texas Balloon Race’s 43rd year.

The Friday night entertain-
ment on June 19 will feature coun-

try rock superstars Little Texas as 
the headliner.

Whiskey Myers, which got its 
start in nearby Palestine, has 
been steadily building a devot-
ed following with what has been 
described as a “gritty authentic-
ity.” The band, with inspiration 
ranging from Nirvana to Waylon 
Jennings, has taken its live show 
across the United States and the 
United Kingdom, sharing stages 
with the likes of  Lynyrd Skynyrd, 
Hank Williams Jr. and Jamey 
Johnson, while racking up more 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

F
or Shannon Trest and her staff  at the 
Women’s Center of  East Texas, every 
month is Domestic Violence Aware-

ness Month, she said.
But October brings a special awareness 

to the cause, and on Friday, county employ-
ees, the Women’s Center and community 
members gathered at the steps of  the 
Gregg County Courthouse to raise aware-
ness to domestic violence.

Trest stood with District Attorney Tom 

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Above and below: Gregg County District Attorney Tom Watson, left, and Women’s Center of East Texas Executive 
Director Shannon Trest speak at an event to raise awareness about domestic violence Friday at the Gregg County 
Courthouse. Many who attended wore purple, which is the theme color for eliminating domestic violence. An 
annual report about domestic violence numbers in Texas offers a map of the state, and each county that has not 
had a fatality is shown in purple. Gregg County’s goal is to “go purple.”

GOING FOR PURPLE
Courthouse event shows support for domestic violence awareness

Digital sign 
applications 
go up fast

See PURPLE, Page 3A

See SIGNS, Page 3A

BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK
The Texas Tribune

House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen addressed his fellow 
GOP members officially for 
the first time in months on 
Friday, offering, through an 
emotional speech, a motion 
for his colleagues to call for 
his resignation, three people 
in the room told The Texas 

Tribune.
“It is 

the will of  
the caucus 
that Den-
nis Bonnen 
should step 
down as 
Speaker of  
the House,” 
m e m b e r s 
in the closed-door meeting, 

shocked at the scene before 
them, read on a piece of pa-
per.

At hand in the ballroom of  
an Austin resort, they real-
ized, was the culmination of  
a monthslong political crisis 
for Bonnen, which reached a 
new pitch earlier this week. 
On Tuesday, hardline conser-
vative activist Michael Quinn 
Sullivan released secretly 

recorded audio of Bonnen 
that confirmed that in June 
the Republican leader had, 
among other things, offered 
Sullivan’s Empower Texans 
media access to the House 
floor and suggested the or-
ganization go after a list of  
10 GOP members during the 
2020 primaries.

Ultimately, Bonnen, who 
members there described as 

apologetic and remorseful, 
withdrew the motion Friday 
— and the caucus instead 
debated for the next few 
hours a statement to release 
to address the drama. What 
was supposed to be a 45-min-
ute meeting turned into a 
roughly 4-hour one, and as 
members exited the room 

Caucus: Bonnen calls for own resignation

Dennis Bonnen

House speaker later withdraws motion; group issues statement strongly rebuking his actions

See BONNEN, Page 3A

Whiskey Myers to headline 43rd Great Texas Balloon Race
Fresh off a No. 1 
showing on the 
Billboard Top 
Country Album 
charts, Whiskey 
Myers, which got 
its start in Pales-
tine, will headline 
the Saturday 
entertainment at 
the 43rd Great 
Texas Balloon Race 
on June 20.
Special to the 
News-JournalSee RACE, Page 3A


