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Longview senior Gabriel Flores qualifies for  
New Balance Future Stars Series Main Event in N.Y.
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THE NATION

Biden signs bill to 
avert gov’t shutdown
With only hours to spare, the 
president signed legislation to 
keep the government funded 
through Dec. 3. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Video shows ex-nurse  
in room before crisis
Hospital security footage was 
shown to a jury Thursday in the 
murder trial of a former East 
Texas nurse. Page 5A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-6-4 FB: 3
Pick 3 day
3-2-0 FB: 8
Pick 3 evening
6-5-9 FB: 2
Pick 3 night
4-6-0 FB: 3
Daily 4 morning
0-5-0-7 FB: 3
Daily 4 day
2-8-2-3 FB: 5

Daily 4 evening
6-1-8-3 FB: 2
Daily 4 night
3-7-4-4 FB: 5
Cash Five
7-17-23-24-34
Texas Two-Step
2-9-25-30
Bonus: 26

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

news-journal.com

$1.00

Today’s weather

Shower, T-storm.
High of 82.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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State Rep. Jay Dean no 
longer would represent 
Upshur County but would 
add Harrison and Marion 
counties under the first 
draft of  a map redrawing 
Texas House districts.

Dean, R-Longview, 
also currently represents 
Gregg County in the 
House.

Texas House members 
on Thursday released 
the first proposal for a 
new map redrawing the 
chamber’s 150-member 
districts.

The initial draft would 
increase Republicans’ 
strength across the state 
and the number of  dis-

tricts in which white resi-
dents make up a majority 
of  eligible voters.

House Bill 1, authored 
by Corpus Christi Rep. 
Todd Hunter, the GOP 
chair of  the House Redis-
tricting Committee, is just 
the first draft, and it will 
likely change as it makes 
its way through the legis-
lative process before it’s 

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

A former Gregg County 
GOP chair and former White 
Oak may-
or who was 
sentenced to 
federal pris-
on in 2019 for 
loan fraud 
received 15 
years in pro-
bated sen-
tences for 
theft after a 
guilty plea Thursday.

Tim Lynn Vaughn, 61, 
was indicted in May 2020 by 
a Gregg County grand jury 
on charges of  felony theft of  
property between $30,000 and 
$150,000 and state jail felony 
theft of  property between 
$2,500 and $30,000.

Vaughn pleased guilty 
Thursday afternoon via Zoom 
in the 124th District Court.

Judge Afonso Charles ac-
cepted the plea and sentenced 
Vaughn to 10 years’ probation 
on a 10-year sentence for the 
felony theft charge and five 
years’ probation on a two-year 
sentence for the state jail felo-
ny charge. The sentences will 
run concurrently.

Vaughn also was ordered 
to pay restitution and must 
report Friday to the proba-
tion office in Gregg County. 
He must follow the terms of  
his federal probation. Since 
he lives near Dallas, his pro-
bation will eventually be 

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

The rate of  COVID-19 
spread in Gregg County 
has dropped 75% since the 
first week of  September but 
remains classified as “sub-
stantial.”

The Northeast Texas Pub-
lic Health District reported 
Thursday that Gregg Coun-

ty’s seven-day rolling rate of  
infection was 35.61. That’s 
compared to a rate of  142.92 
the week of  Sept. 3 through 
9.

The level of  communi-
ty spread is determined by 
taking the average number 
of  all COVID-19 positive cas-
es from the previous seven 
days. That number is then 
divided by the population of  

the county and multiplied 
by 100,000. A county reaches 
“substantial” community 
spread when its seven-day 
rolling rate is at or more 
than 35 cases. Substantial 
community spread rep-
resents “large-scale, uncon-
trolled community trans-
mission,” according to the 
health district.

Also Thursday, 120 total 

new COVID-19 cases were 
reported in Gregg County. 
NET Health’s twice-weekly 
report showed 76 new con-
firmed cases along with 44 
probable cases. Total active 
cases within the county are 
at 4,017.

Recoveries in Gregg Coun-
ty increased from 14,255 on 
Thursday to 14,339 Monday.

Data in Thursday’s report 

represents the past 72 hours, 
from noon Monday to noon 
Thursday.

In Thursday’s report, the 
spread level in Henderson 
and Anderson counties, 
which also are covered by 
NET Health, fell from “sub-
stantial” to “moderate,” 
with Henderson at 29.69 and 

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

A
lmost 30 years ago, a 
group of  physicians from 
the Christus Health sys-
tem formed a band for 

a fundraiser. On Thursday, they 
reunited to kick off  the Longview 
Arboretum and Nature Center’s 
fall concert series.

First assembled around 1994 as 
an entertainment option for the 
Gregg County Women’s Auxiliary 
Style Show, Rok Dox was pieced 
together from local musically 

inclined physicians by Dr. Randy 
Williams of  Christus Orthopedics 
& Sports Medicine Institute.

As a result, the doctors played 
five songs for a sold out crowd 
for what was supposed to be the 
band’s only performance.

“I think we surprised lots of  
people because we weren’t as 
bad as they thought we would 
be. I remember one lady telling 
us, ‘I heard y’all were really bad, 
but y’all are really pretty good,’ 
even though we had never played 
together before,” Williams said.

The band caught on and soon 

was asked to play at fundraising 
events, benefit dinners, hospital 
parties and even at the former 
AlleyFest festival in Longview. 
Williams said the “fleeting flame 
of  fame” burned out after two or 
three years. Group members went 
back to their day jobs, much to 
the benefit of  Longview’s ill and 
injured, Williams said.

Williams said the arboretum 
event gave them a chance to raise 
money for a good cause as well 
as bond with six new Rok Dox 

Draft changes Dean’s representation
State Rep. Jay 
Dean, R-Longview, 
speaks in May after 
being named one of 
the Rotary Club of 
Longview’s Citizens 
of the Year during 
a ceremony at 
Pinecrest Country 
Club.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal File Photo

No jail 
time for 
former 
mayor

Tim Vaughn

30 years after first show, East Texas doctors reunite band for Longview concert

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Members of the band Rok Dox perform Thursday at the Longview Arboretum and Nature Center’s fall concert series, Roots in 
the Garden.

Spread of COVID-19 down 75% since early September
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