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GIBRALTAR  
DETAINS   

IRANIAN OIL
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

RANGERS BEAT 
GRIEVING ANGELS
Texas avoids a series sweep  
with a 9-3 Fourth of July victory.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Mile High City  
closer than ever
Family comes together  
thanks to new flights between 
Tyler Pounds Regional Airport, 
Denver International. Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

‘Spider-Man’ swings 
into theaters, again
In this ambitious and  
ultimately successful sequel 
to “Spider-Man: Homecoming,” 
Parker trades New York’s Coney 
Island and the Staten Island 
ferry for such iconic cities as 
Venice, Berlin, London and 
Prague. Page 8B

Today’s weather

Partly Sunny.
High of 96.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

What’s inside
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Obituaries.................................5B

Opinion......................................4A

Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-3-2
Pick 3 day
6-4-1
Pick 3 evening
3-3-4
Pick 3 night
1-4-1

Cash Five
2-9-20-26-29
Texas Two-Step
3-18-26-32
Bonus: 6

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Spring Hill High School’s 
new band director believes 
getting the position was 
meant to be.

Michael Moody was 
mourning the loss of his 
mentor and former Kilgore 
College band director Glenn 
Wells this past week. As he 
was leaving Wells’ funeral 
Thursday, Moody got a call of-
fering him the job leading the 
Blue Brigade Band at his alma 
mater.

“I really believe this job was 
given to me by a higher call-
ing,” he said.

Moody spent much of his 
time in high school and col-
lege being mentored by band 

directors, 
he said. 
They were 
often like fa-
ther figures 
to him.

A f t e r 
high school, 
M o o d y 
a t t e n d e d 
P a n o l a 

College for a year on a band 
scholarship. He then went to 
Kilgore College and Stephen 
F. Austin State University.

“Music has always kind 
of come easy to me,” he said. 
“When I got into it, I just said 
I would give it a try. I gave it 
a try, and here I am 22 years 
later.”

His experience has tak-
en him to many East Texas 

schools. His resume includes 
Longview, Pine Tree, Hender-
son, Gladewater and New Di-
ana ISDs, but he says being a 
Spring Hill High School grad-
uate and returning to lead the 
band means more to him.

“It’s a really special feeling 
graduating from here and see-
ing how when I was in school 
the community was not so 
big, the band was not so big,” 
he said, “but it’s really grown 
and really has had tons of suc-
cess.

“I’m just really excited to be 
here. I’ve hardly been able to 
sleep. I just want to keep the 
great tradition they have here 
with the Blue Brigade.”

Superintendent Wayne 
Guidry said as an adminis-
trator he wants to hire people 

who work hard and love kids. 
He said Moody fit that descrip-
tion.

“He’s a very genuine per-
son,” Guidry said. “What I’ve 
heard from references is the 
kids really love him, and he is 
a very hard worker and very 
diligent.”

Guidry said Randy Kis-
er, former high school band 
director, left his position to 
spend time at home with his 
children. Percussion and jazz 
band director Ronnie Godfrey 
decided to pursue his real es-
tate career.

The success of the band and 
Moody’s career will blend to-
gether well, Guidry said. The 
students, he said, have been 
working together on how best 
to welcome their new director.

Moody said dedication and 
consistency are what make a 
band program a good one.

“A band director’s job is 
not an 8 to 5 job,” he said. 
“Fridays, you’ll be at the 
school 7:15 in the morning 
and not get done until mid-
night the next day.”

Besides doing well in 
competition, Moody said he 
wants to promote the student 
leadership in the program. 
He wants to be a good role 
model and teach students 
how to do the right thing and 
to be good citizens.

“I’m a hometown boy; I 
was born and raised here,” 
he said. “I’m praying, and I 
really believe this is going to 
be the last stop in my teach-
ing career.”

BY JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

If  Victor Olowo wakes up tomorrow 
and wants to teach literature, he has that 
opportunity. He has that choice – as an 
American citizen.

It’s a freedom others across the world, 
including in his native country of  Nigeria, 
can’t embrace as Americans do.

“The freedom to choose what one wants 
to do is something that’s pretty much prac-
ticed here,” he said. “It’s not easily attain-
able in most other places in the world.”

That is what his new, long-sought Amer-
ican citizenship means — as of  last week, 
after almost 20 years living in the United 
States of  America, Olowo has chosen to be 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

T
he nation’s birthday 
took center stage Thurs-
day at the Longview 

Fairgrounds and adjoining 
Maude Cobb Convention and 
Activity Center with entertain-
ment, carnival rides, a petting 
zoo, food vendors, exhibits and 
other activities culminating in 
a fireworks display at night.

While children took in 
carnival rides, the petting zoo 
and a soap-bubble machine, 
the spirit of freedom that the 
holiday celebrates was on the 
minds of adults who attended 
the Fireworks and Freedom 
Celebration.

“We are free to gather 
like this,” Sherry Watson of  
Longview said. “We are just 
going to watch the fireworks 
with friends. We are going to 
eat a good, plant-based burger 
from Divine Catering.”

Watson and her daugh-
ter, Heather Watson, also of  
Longview, attended the talent 
show to watch her grand-
daughter, Jenayah Eve Wat-
son, vie for a $500 cash prize.

Jenayah, 13, was one of  
five finalists, with the prize 
going to Savannah Harrold, a 
20-year-old Longview resident 
who performed “Creep” by 
Radiohead. The other finalists 

were rapper Ashton “Focus” 
Grigsby of Longview, soloists 
Amanda Spangler of Tyler 
and Ledbetter, a four-man 
hard-rock band.

“Music is just kind of a 
hobby,” Harrold said. The 
aspiring social worker who at-
tends Kilgore College and has 
performed with the college’s 

Kilgore man  
completes  
citizenship  
journey

‘A Hometown Boy:’ Spring Hill graduate to lead Blue Brigade band

Michael Moody

BY JOHN ANTCZAK AND OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — The strongest earth-
quake in 20 years shook a large swath of  
Southern California and parts of  Nevada 
on Thursday, rattling nerves on the July 
4th holiday and causing some injuries and 
damage in a town near the epicenter, fol-
lowed by a swarm of ongoing aftershocks.

The 6.4 magnitude quake struck at 
10:33 a.m. in the Mojave Desert, about 150 
miles northeast of  Los Angeles, near the 
town of Ridgecrest, California.

Multiple injuries and two house fires 
were reported in the town of 28,000. 

Earthquake 
shakes 
Southern 
California

AP Photo

In this image taken from video, a firefighter 
works to extinguish a fire Thursday following 
an earthquake in Ridgecrest, Calif.Area residents honor 

nation’s birthday  
at Fireworks and  
Freedom Celebration

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Despite her handicap, a dachshund named Gracie, left, belonging to Steve Gabriel takes the lead Thursday 
and wins her heat during the Weenie Dog Races at the Longview Fireworks and Freedom Celebration.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Vera Lynn Drew, 4, of Longview takes a spin on a carnival ride Thursday 
at the Longview Fireworks and Freedom Celebration.

J.T. Gilreath, 
8, of Califor-
nia plays in 
the foam pit 
Thursday 
at the 
Longview 
Fireworks 
and 
Freedom 
Celebration. 
Les Hassell 
News-Journal 
Photo
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