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IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE
THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$115.80

$6589.90
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Opinion ....................................4B
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-6-4
Pick 3 day
3-6-0
Pick 3 evening
2-8-0
Pick 3 night
4-6-7

Lotto Texas
2-7-38-42-47-51
Cash Five
13-17-24-25-30
Powerball
18-42-53-62-66
Powerball: 25
Power Play: 3

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Santa sightings in 
downtown Longview
Children and parents flock to 
downtown Longview holiday 
events Saturday morning, 
including two opportunities for 
face time with the jolly old elf. 
Page 1B

NATION/WORLD

Committee issues 
impeachment report
Previewing potential articles 
of impeachment, House Dem-
ocrats issue a report drawing 
on history and the Founding 
Fathers to lay out the legal 
argument over the case against 
President Donald Trump’s ac-
tions toward Ukraine. Page 3A

BUSINESS

Catering now king 
for entrepreneur
An influx of military and other 
catering contracts have forced 
Divine Catering owner Kevin 
Hawkins to close the restau-
rant he opened a year ago in 
Longview. Page 1E

Today’s weather

Cloudy.
High of 67.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

OKLAHOMA TOPS BAYLOR IN OT FOR BIG 12 TITLE / 1D

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

The Longview panel mak-
ing recommendations for a 
Walk of  Honor in the city is 
holding fast to its guidelines 
— even if  that means exclud-
ing the governor.

A request to recognize Gov. 
Greg Abbott as an inaugu-
ral inductee into the Walk of  
Honor recognition was reject-
ed by members of  a city task 
force Nov. 21 at the Longview 
Public Library.

The vote came one week 
after the task force pre-
sented recommendations 
for the Walk of  Honor to 
the Longview City Council. 
Among the recommenda-
tions, the panel wants to re-
strict current elected officials 
and also wants to consider 
nominees through a predeter-
mined process.

Mayor Andy Mack had 
asked the task force to amend 
its recommendations by al-
lowing current statewide or 
national elected officials and 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Mike Gilbert believes education is 
and always will be about people.

The soon-to-retire White Oak ISD 
superintendent says no machine or 
program can replace the impact a 
teacher can have on a student.

Keeping that ideal in mind is what 
kept him in education for 39 years and 
what assures him the future of  the dis-
trict he’s led for 13 years is safe.

Gilbert’s last day is Dec. 20, the final 
day of  the fall semester.

The White Oak ISD board this past 
week approved former Gladewater 
ISD Superintendent Mike Morrison 
to serve as the interim superintendent 
until a replacement is hired by March 
1. His first day will be Jan. 6, when stu-
dents return from the holiday break.

Gilbert said he believes it is the right 
time to retire and is ready to spend 

White Oak ISD chief
leaves ‘best profession’
As he nears retirement,
Mike Gilbert says focus on 
people kept in him education 
for almost 40 years 
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White Oak ISD Superintendent Mike Gilbert, seen this past week, is set to retire 
Dec. 20 after 13 years leading the district. “The last 13 years, I think I’ve been a 
part of the most important work that I’ve ever been exposed to,” he says.

Panel’s
vote
rebuffs
mayor

Christmas Kids Countdown

17 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS! MISS A CHRISTMAS KID? GO TO NEWS-JOURNAL.COM 

Name: Chase Hall
Age: 4
Parent: Amber Hall
What do you think it is like 

to be one of Santa’s elves?: It 
would be fun to get to feed rein-
deer and fly in Santa’s sleigh!

For Christmas, I’m giving 
my Mom: I’m giving my mom 
a necklace and my ninny a 
computer.

What is your favorite 
family Christmas tradition?: 
Cutting down a Christmas tree 
and decorating it.

BY BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The 
Saudi student who fatally shot 
three people at a U.S. naval 
base in Florida hosted a din-
ner party earlier in the week 
where he and three others 
watched videos of  mass shoot-
ings, a U.S. official told The 
Associated Press on Saturday.

Officials investigating the 
deadly attack were working 
Saturday to determine wheth-
er it was motivated by terror-

ism, while President Donald 
Trump indicated he would 
review policies governing for-
eign military training in the 
United States.

Family members on Satur-
day identified two of  the shoot-
ing victims, both of  whom 
were hailed as heroes for try-
ing to stop the shooter and 
flagging down first responders 
after being shot.

The shooter opened fire 
inside a classroom at Naval 

Official: Gunman at base 
watched shooting videos

 ■ The Answer Line column 
on Page 2A Saturday mis-
spelled the name of Dr. Selwyn 
Willis, a board member of East 
Texas Advanced Academies.

City’s Walk of Honor 
task force upholds 
exclusion of elected 
officials still in office

Inside
■ First Tree of 
Angels event 
planned at court-
house. Page 1B

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

E
ight-year-old Gabe 
Herrera waited in line 
Saturday evening in 

downtown Longview for 
something he has never done 
before: ride a pony.

“It looks like fun,” he said.
Gabe came with his broth-

er, Jacob, 3, and mother, Gra-
cie, and waited to ride one of  
four ponies in a small corral 
set up on Methvin Street.

The Herrera family of  
Longview were among more 

than 2,000 
people who 
attended 
Saturday’s 
Christmas at 
the Court-
house. The event has been 
going on since 2002, and the 
courthouse grounds have been 
lit up since before Thanksgiv-
ing, said Gregg County Sheriff  
Maxey Cerliano.

The four-hour event 
featured the showing of  
“Shrek the Halls,” live music, 

FESTIVE FUN
Christmas at the Courthouse draws thousands to downtown Longview

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Above: Katherine Weindorff, 9, Rhegan Helsley, 12, and Jax Helsley, 4, play Saturday at the Christmas at the Courthouse 
event.  Below: Zoey Sharrer, 5, has her face painted Saturday by Valerie Anderson of Jujubilee’s Professional Face Painting.

See GILBERT, Page 4A

See FESTIVE, Page 4A

See PANEL, Page 5A

See GUNMAN, Page 5A


