
$2.00

LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr
news-journal.comSUNDAY

September 5, 2021

(430) 204-1068
601 Hollybrook Drive
Longview, TX 75605

ParkviewOnHollybrook.com

Oh the fun you will
have at Parkview;

Call Stacy or Suzanne
today to learn more!

Independent/Assisted/Memory Care

it is Amazing!

TEXAS A&M  
STARTS STRONG

Longview’s Haynes King makes first start,  
helps Aggies to 41-10 victory over Kent State.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-2-2
Pick 3 day
8-8-7
Pick 3 evening
9-0-6
Pick 3 night
4-2-8

Lotto Texas
2-10-25-27-32-52
Cash Five
1-12-19-24-32
Powerball
32-35-40-52-54
Powerball: 1
Power Play: 5

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. 
Direct requests for corrections 
or clarifications to Managing 
Editor Randy Ferguson at (903) 
237-7751. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

CorrectionsDelivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777 between 
7-10 a.m. Tuesday through Sunday 
if your newspaper does not arrive.

Today’s weather

Afternoon storm.
High of 94.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

Get vaccinated.
That’s the simple message 

in a letter signed by almost 
100 doctors and other pro-
viders from both ends of  
Longview’s Fourth Street 
medical commu-
nity and in be-
tween.

Christus Good 
Shepherd and 
Trinity Clinic. Di-
agnostic Clinic of  Longview. 
Longview Regional Medical 
Center. Texas Oncology. 
Longview Orthopaedic Clin-
ic Association. Physicians 
from all those entities and 
others signed their names 
to the letter urging residents 
to consider “this life-saving 
intervention” and to talk 
to the physicians about any 
“reservations” people might 
have. The letter wasn’t able 
to circulate to all local physi-
cians in the couple of  weeks 
it made the rounds.

Local
docs
make
plea
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Almost 100 Longview 
health professionals 
implore community in 
letter: Get vaccinated

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS

ccavazos@news-journal.com

T
EN YEARS HAVE PASSED since 

wildfires erupted across East 

Texas, leaving behind devasta-

tion and destruction. But when 

Jane McBride sits on a small 

concrete bench at the site of  her former 

home, she feels her daughter and her grand-

daughter with her.

McBride says she chooses to focus her 

memories on the good when she thinks about 

the wildfires in 2011that claimed the lives of  

her 20-year-old daughter, Valerie, and her 

19-month-old granddaughter, K’loe, in their 

Gladewater home. 

“The main thing that I always think about 

is how lucky we are. Our family’s been very 

blessed,” she said. “That night, in fact, when 

we were out here and they had just found Valerie, I had a peace about me 

and the whole thing that I can’t really explain. There was nothing I could 

do but give it over to God. I thought, ‘I can either let this define me or I can 

make myself  better.’ “

In the 10 years since, McBride has been part of  self-help groups in which 

she strives to help others who are grieving. By sharing experiences, she 

said, it helps other people — and herself  — to remember that they are never 

alone.

Today, McBride isn’t alone in remembering the 2011 wildfires that 

torched more than 50,000 acres of  land in the region, claimed dozens of  

homes and the lives of  Valerie and K’loe McBride.

“We don’t experience that very often here in East Texas, and to put that 

human element to it, it shows how fast these fires can spread and how fast 

you can become surrounded,” Longview Fire Chief  J.P. Steelman said. 
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Jane McBride sits with her daughter, Danielle Brown, and 
grandson, Daniel Brown, this past week at a memorial in 
Gladewater for McBride’s daughter and granddaughter, 
Valerie McBride, 20, and K’loe, 1. They were killed when a 
wildfire swept through their home. “In times like these, 
you’ve got to have faith. You’ve got to just say, ‘Here it is 
God. I’m tired. I can’t do this alone,’ “ McBride says of losing 
her daughter and grandaughter.

Disaster a decade ago turned thousands of acres into ash, forever changed families

2011 EAST TEXAS WILDFIRES

September 2011 
major wildfires

BEAR CREEK FIRE
Cass and Marion 
counties
41,050 acres burned

BASTROP 
COMPLEX FIRE
Bastrop County
32,400 acres burned

1

2

1

2

3
3 RILEY ROAD FIRE

Montgomery, Grimes 
and Waller counties
19,960 acres burned

Source: 
Texas A&M 
Forest 
Service

Scorched land is seen Sept. 5, 
2011, on Gardenia Road in Diana.
Michael Cavazos/News-Journal File Photo
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