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AVID FLEMING JR. spent D-Day in an English foxhole.
He didn’t even know the name of  the Army Air Corps unit he was assigned 

to in Southern England in the weeks before June 6, 1944. Inducted in February 
1943, the young airman had spent the previous year in Northern England re-

pairing heavy bombers returning from runs over France and Germany.
“Oftentimes, they would come back all shot up, with wounded on 

board,” he recalled last week from a car headed to Austin where the 
World War II veteran — and centenarian — would be honored. 

Today marks the 75th anniversary of  the Normandy landings 
in Northern France by the Allied powers that led to the eventual 
defeat of  Nazi Germany.

Fleming recalled being “mysteriously transferred” south, where 
his first assignment was to dig his own foxhole in one of  two fields 
that would be base for the new unit.

“We had no idea of  the outfit we were in until a couple weeks later 
when D-Day occurred,” he said.

The mystery unit was below the path that German medium-range cruise missiles — 
known as “buzz bombs” — followed on their way to London. British Spitfires, flying at 
4,000 to 5,000 feet above the incoming missiles, represented their own danger from friend-
ly “overfire” heading his way.

Fleming once had to dive for his life.
“That was a pretty close call,” he said. “I just fell to the ground and rolled up in a ball 

to make as small an imprint as I could.”
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Soldiers from the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division exit a landing barge June 6, 1944, and make their way to Omaha Beach during the Normandy invasion.
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The Longview Public Library is the 
likely resting place of a time capsule 
to be buried during the city’s sesqui-
centennial celebration in 2020.

Members of the city’s Historic 
Preservation Commission tentatively 
settled on the site Tuesday after learn-
ing that two more preferred locations 
— the Gregg County Courthouse and 
the future Longview Police Depart-
ment station — were turned down.

Preservationists for the city and 
Gregg County are planning to fill a 
time capsule with items nominated by 
the community that will be buried for 
the next 100 years as part of Longview 
150, the city’s sesquicentennial next 
winter and spring to commemorate 
the city’s founding in 1870.

District 1 Councilman Ed Moore, 
who serves as council liaison to the 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
has asked residents to suggest items 
that could go into the time capsule.

Suggestions should be emailed to 
planning@longviewtexas.gov .

“What kind of things would we 

Library picked for site 
of Longview time capsule
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Longview firefighters Kris Sims, left, and Capt. Ryan Nicholson replace a faded 
firefighters helmet with a new one on a flagpole this past month at the Central 
Fire Station while sprucing up the station for a photo to be taken for next year’s 
Longview sesquicentennial celebration.
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One of two men serving life 
sentences for the 1983 murders 
of five people abducted from a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken restau-
rant in Kilgore was denied pa-
role Tuesday by the Texas Board 
of Pardons and Paroles.

Romeo Pinkerton, 60, will be 

up for parole again in May 2024, 
the website for the state prison 
system shows. That’s one year 
after his cousin and co-defen-
dant, 58-year-old Darnell Harts-
field, gets his next parole hear-
ing in January 2023.

Pinkerton was convicted in 
2007 of the five murders. Harts-
field was found guilty and sen-
tenced to life in prison in Sep-

tember 2008.
Pinkerton first became eligi-

ble for parole in April 2014.
Both were ultimately convict-

ed of abducting the five people 
from a Kentucky Fried Chicken 
franchise, driving them to a re-
mote oil field road and shooting 
them to death.

A third suspect remains at 
large in the deaths of Mary Ty-

ler, 37, Opie Ann Hughes, 39, 
Joey Johnson, 20, David Max-
well, 20, and Monte Landers, 19.

The Sept. 23, 1983, murders 
went unsolved for decades until 
DNA testing in 2001 pointed at 
the two cousins.

Pinkerton pleaded guilty in 
the third week of his 2007 trial, 
and Hartsfield was convicted in 
September 2008.

Man convicted in Kilgore’s KFC murders denied parole

Romeo 

Pinkerton

Burial to coincide with city’s 
150th birthday celebration
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