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Remains of WWII 
Marine identified
A Longview woman’s uncle, 
who died in WWII, will be buried 
at Arlington National Cemetery 
after his remains were identi-
fied. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Passing showers.
High of 57.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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PROTESTS ERUPT 
AT U.S. EMBASSY 

IN BAGHDAD
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

LOOKING FOR A 
SWEET VICTORY
After losing their conference championship games, the 
Sugar Bowl is a consolation prize for Baylor and Georgia.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
5-4-8
Pick 3 day
5-9-9
Pick 3 evening
4-2-0
Pick 3 night
8-0-1

Cash Five
3-5-10-12-29
Mega Millions
30-44-49-53-56
MB: 11
Megaplier: 3

FROM STAFF REPORTS

CARTHAGE — Sheriff  Kevin Lake 
at a late morning news conference 
Tuesday released the name of  a man 
who was in custody in Shreveport af-
ter being suspected of  killing a Panola 
County deputy during a traffic stop.

Lake said Gregory Wayne Newson 
of  Shreveport was apprehended by 
Shreveport police.

Deputy Chris Dickerson, 28, a 2009 
graduate of  Carthage High School, 
died early Tuesday morning after he 
had initiated a traffic stop on FM 10 
near FM 2260 in Panola County.

During the stop, the 
driver exited the vehi-
cle and fired his weap-
on numerous times.

Dickerson fired 
back. Nearby resi-
dents then found the 
deputy in front of  his 
patrol unit, Lake said. 
The residents helped 
Dickerson and noti-

fied authorities about what had hap-
pened.

Dickerson was taken to UT Health 

BY JAKE BLEIBERG AND JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press

D
ALLAS — The congregation at a Texas 
church where two people were fatally 
shot had repeatedly 

given food to the gunman, 
according to the pastor, but 
had declined to give mon-
ey to him, angering a man 
who court records show was 
deemed mentally incompe-
tent for trial in 2012.

It’s unclear whether 
Keith Thomas Kinnunen’s 
extensive criminal record 
and psychological history 
would have barred him from legally buying 

BY ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER, DEANNA PAUL 
AND KIM BELLWARE

The Washington Post

Top Texas officials Monday cit-
ed the actions of  several armed 
churchgoers who subdued a gun-
man in their sanctuary this week-
end as a model of  how Americans 

should protect themselves from 
potential mass shooters.

The attack, after which two 
church members and the gunman 
were dead, came two years after 
the Texas legislature passed a 
law that authorized anyone with 
a concealed-carry license to bring 
their weapon into houses of  wor-

ship. That law was a response to 
the 2017 attack on a church in 
Sutherland Springs that left 26 
people dead before a local resi-
dent shot the gunman outside the 
building and forced him to flee.

The shooter who attacked West 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Construction of  apartment 
homes inside Alton Plaza at 
the Petroleum Building could 
be completed by the end of  the 
month, a developer said.

Lisa Stephens with Saigebrook 
Development applied to the city 
of  Longview for a certificate of  
occupancy Dec. 10, according to 
municipal records.

She already has received a par-
tial certificate of  occupancy for 
the 61,000-square-foot facility, 
she said, and about 60% of  the 48 
housing units inside Alton Plaza 
have been preleased.

“I think we’re going to be fin-
ished by the end of  January,” 
Stephens said Tuesday. “We’re 
excited about it.”

For nearly 14 months, a con-
tractor has rehabbed and reno-
vated the 66-year-old Petroleum 
Building in downtown Longview 
into apartment homes under a 
$9.962 million project that includ-
ed state tax credits and a $600,000 
loan from the city of  Longview.

The apartments will serve res-
idents and families who earn 
about 50% to 60% of  the area’s 
median income, which is just be-
low $60,000. Four apartments are 
set aside for residents at 30% of  
the area median income, and an-
other 15 units will be leased at 
market rate.

Stephens said anyone interested 
in applying for residency at Alton 
Plaza should call (903) 236-5022 or 
email leasing@altonplazaapts.com .

The Petroleum Building is 
one of  two historic downtown 
Longview properties undergoing 
a residential transformation.

Work continues at the 84-year-
old Heritage Tower, formerly 
known as the Weaver Building, 
at 208 N. Green St. The building 
formerly used for commerce is 
being transformed into a housing 
development for renters ages 55 
and older.

THIS DAY 
IN HISTORY

Editor’s note: Our celebration 
of Longview’s sesquicentennial 
year will include this daily feature 
highlighting an important event in 
the city’s history.

Minister: Gunman was fed by 
church, grew angry over cash

Tom Fox/AP Photo

Church and community members, including Matt Pacholczyk, left, and his wife, Faith Pacholczyk, stand outside West 
Freeway Church of Christ for a candlelight vigil Monday in White Settlement. A gunman shot and killed two people 
before an armed volunteer security officer returned fire, killing him during a service at the church Sunday.

Tom Fox/AP Photo

Stephen Willeford, center, who confronted and exchanged gun-
fire with the Sutherland Springs church shooter in 2017, joins 
church and community members gathered Monday outside 
West Freeway Church of Christ for a candlelight vigil in White 
Settlement. 

Law protecting churches gains attention

Keith Thomas 

Kinnunen

MIXED EMOTIONS

Hearts ‘heavy’ after deputy killed

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

CARTHAGE — A Panola County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy who was shot and killed early 
Tuesday morning had been with the depart-
ment for eight years and had been recog-
nized as a hero in 2017 for helping to save a 
woman from a burning home.

Chris Dickerson, 28, was a 2009 graduate 

See GUNMAN, Page 3A

See LAW, Page 3A

PANOLA COUNTY SHERIFF:

Slain deputy had been honored as hero

Deputy Chris 

Dickerson See HERO, Page 3A

See DEPUTY, Page 3A

Gregory Newson

Alton 

Plaza 

almost 

finished

PETROLEUM BUILDING

On Jan. 1, 1946, a Longview 
City Commission vote cleared 
the way for the LeTourneau 

Foundation to acquire 
property on South Mobberly 

Avenue for an industrial 
training institute — what 

eventually would become 
LeTourneau University.


