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THE NATION

Senate votes to 
extend debt power
The Senate dodged a U.S. debt 
disaster Thursday night voting 
to extend borrowing authority 
into December. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

State has raised 
$54M toward wall
An out-of-state billionaire is 
responsible for nearly all the 
donations to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
border wall fund. Page 5A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-2-6 FB: 5
Pick 3 day
5-2-7 FB: 0
Pick 3 evening
5-4-5 FB: 1
Pick 3 night
1-9-8 FB: 1
Daily 4 morning
6-5-6-3 FB: 6
Daily 4 day
5-6-4-6 FB: 6

Daily 4 evening
6-2-8-2 FB: 4
Daily 4 night
7-1-3-9 FB: 0
Cash Five
6-8-27-31-32
Texas Two-Step
2-16-19-35
Bonus: 22

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

news-journal.com
$1.00

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 90.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 3A
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BY MALERI MCHAM
mmcham@tylerpaper.com

State Sen. Bryan Hughes 
says he believes a federal 
judge’s order blocking Tex-
as’ new abortion law will be 

overturned 
by an ap-
peals court.

On 
Wednesday 
evening, 
U.S. Dis-
trict Judge 
Robert 
Pitman 
suspended 
the law 
known as Senate Bill 8, 

which since early Septem-
ber had banned abortions 
once cardiac activity is 
detected, usually around six 
weeks.

Hughes, R-Mineola, is the 
author of  SB 8.

The Texas law leaves en-
forcement solely up to pri-
vate citizens, who are en-
titled to collect $10,000 in 
damages if  they bring suc-

cessful lawsuits against not 

just abortion providers who 
violate the restrictions, but 
anyone who helps a woman 
obtain an abortion, the As-
sociated Press reported.

Hughes said Pitman’s 
ruling orders state judges 
and clerks not to accept law-
suits under SB 8 but does 
not affect lawsuits in federal 
courts.

The state has appealed 
Pitman’s order to the 5th 

U.S. Circuit Court of  Ap-
peals, and SB 8 was written 
in light of  that court’s past 
rulings, Hughes said.

“We believe the 5th Cir-
cuit will reverse Judge Pit-
man’s orders and allow the 
law to fully take effect,” he 
said.

He added that while it is 
unknown how long it will 

BY RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

Gregg County’s drop from 
“substantial” community 
spread levels of  COVID-19 
to “moderate” was short-
lived. Thursday’s report 
from the Northeast Texas 
Public Health District re-
vealed community spread 
has increased, returning the 
county to the highest level 
tracked.

Thursday’s report showed 
Gregg County with a com-
munity spread level of  38.61, 
about 10% higher than Mon-
day’s report. Despite the in-
crease, community spread 
remains more than 70% 
lower than early September, 
when it reached 142.92.

Gregg County had joined 
Henderson and Anderson 
counties with “moder-
ate” COVID-19 community 
spread levels Monday after 
the number continuously 
decreased for almost two 
weeks.

The level of  communi-
ty spread is determined by 
taking the average number 
of  all COVID-19 positive cas-
es from the previous seven 
days. That number is then 
divided by the population of  
the county and multiplied 
by 100,000. A county reaches 
“substantial” community 
spread when its seven-day 
rolling rate is at or more 

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

Hundreds of  people carrying a 
variety of  flowers will walk Satur-
day to raise awareness of  Alzhei-
mer’s disease and other forms of  
dementia.

The annual Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s will return as an in-person 
event Saturday. Attendees will 
gather at the Gregg County Court-
house beginning at 8 a.m. The 
opening ceremony is scheduled 
for 9 a.m., and the walk will begin 

between 9:15 and 9:30 a.m.
“The most important thing 

about this walk is it allows for our 
community to come together, es-
pecially when we’ve been through 
a year and a half  of  isolation,” 
said Jennifer Bowring, director of  
development for the Alzheimer’s 
Association. “A lot of  it is our 
caregivers. This has been a very 
lonely year and a half. To come 
together as a community and see 
there are others experiencing the 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A
rtWalk re-
turned Thurs-
day evening to 
fill downtown 

Longview streets with 
creativity.

The event, which is 
scheduled four times a 
year, is a free self-guid-
ed tour of  downtown 
businesses featuring 
artists, musicians and 
other performers, some 
of  whom offer their 
creations for sale.

Many downtown 
businesses also were 

open for attendees.
Also, three new 

murals on downtown 
buildings — “Spring 
Melody,” “Color 
for Your Ears” and 
“Longview Flower 
Power” — were offi-
cially dedicated during 
Thursday’s event.

The next ArtWalk is 
scheduled Dec. 9.

ArtWalk is operated 
by Arts!Longview as 
the signature event for 
the city’s cultural arts 
district. For informa-
tion, go to artwalk-
longview.com .

Virus 
spread 
rises 
slightly

Walk to End Alzheimer’s brings back in-person event
Barbra Wood, of 
Cooper, walks with 
her family for her 
late husband,  
Barry Wood, 
during the 2019 
Walk To End 
Alzheimer’s event 
in downtown 
Longview.

Courtney Case 
News-Journal File PhotoSee WALK, Page 3A

Hughes: Abortion law will hold
State senator believes 
halt on ‘heartbeat’ ban 
will be overturned

State Sen.  
Bryan Hughes

ArtWalk fills downtown Longview streets with activity, creativity

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

ABOVE: Artist Elizabeth Cockrell, 14, shows off her work as people visit her booth during ArtWalk, on Thursday in downtown 
Longview.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Nick Sanchez, 16, spends his evening performing during ArtWalk on 
Thursday in downtown Longview.
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See REGION, Page 3A

See ABORTION, Page 3A


