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Today’s weather

Mostly cloudy
High of 94.
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-7-2
Pick 3 day
8-3-7
Pick 3 evening
7-0-4
Pick 3 night
4-4-1

Cash Five
4-6-10-16-21
Mega Millions
13-30-36-48-62
MB: 18
Megaplier: 3

JUNETEENTH RODEO
What: Professional entertain-
ers, and cowboys and cowgirls 
will compete in barrel racing, 
calf roping, steer wrestling, 
team roping, bull riding, wild 
horse relay races and more
When: Gates open at 6:30 p.m. 
today, and rodeo starts at 8
Where: Longview Rodeo Arena, 
1123 Jaycee Drive in Longview
Cost:  Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance and are available at Cav-
ender’s in Longview and Tyler 
and at Boot Barn in Longview 
tickets at the gate are $17

HISTORIC LONGVIEW 
FARMERS MARKET

What: Items for sale include 
free range egg and meats, goat 
cheese, roasted coffee, interna-
tional foods and items such as 
rolling pins, homemade soap, 
leather repair and more
When: 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. today
Where: West Cotton and South 
High streets in downtown 
Longview
Cost: Free admission

LEGOS AT THE LIBRARY
What: Lego building event for 
children of all ages
When: 10 to noon today
Where: Longview Public 
Library, 222 W. Cotton St.
Cost: Free
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It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Clarification
■ A story on Page 5A Friday 

about a veterans town hall 
meeting to discuss a new law 
that expands health care for 
veterans mentioned one crite-
ria for veterans to qualify for 
care outside of the Department 
of Veterans of Affairs hospitals 
and clinics. Shannon Arledge of 
the Overton Brooks VA Medical 
Center in Shreveport said any 
one of six criteria may be used 
to seek care from private pro-
viders: if service is unavailable 
at a VA medical facility; living in 
a state without a full-service VA 
medical facility; falling under 
the “grandfather” provision re-
lated to distance eligibility; the 
VA’s inability to provide care 
within certain standards; being 
in the best medical interest of 
the veteran; and the VA service 
line not meeting certain quality 
standards.

BY CLARICE SILBER
Associated Press

CLINT — Lawmakers on Friday were calling 
for swift change after reports this week of  more 
than 250 infants, children and teens being held 
inside a windowless Border Patrol station, strug-
gling to care for each other with inadequate food, 
water and sanitation.

It’s a scene that is being repeated at other im-
migration facilities overwhelmed with too many 
migrant children and nowhere to put them.

“This facility wasn’t even on our radar before 
we came down here,” said law professor Warren 
Binford, a member of  the team that interviewed 
dozens of  children this week detained in Clint, 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

The unemployment rate in the 
three-county Longview market 
dipped to its lowest level in May 
since 2000, which is when the Tex-
as Workforce Commission started 
keeping records, the commission 
reported Friday.

The rate dropped to 3.1 percent 
in May in Gregg, Rusk and Up-
shur counties — down from the 
3.2 percent record set in April and 
from 3.8 percent a year ago — ac-
cording to the commission.

The area also outperformed the 
Texas rate of 3.5 percent in May, 
which was the lowest since track-
ing began in 1976.

The lower unemployment rate 
in the Longview market also coin-
cided with a decline in the civilian 
labor force to 96,100 people from 
96,500 in April, with the number 
of people between jobs also fall-
ing from 3,100 to 3,000, according 
to the commission.

The mayors of Longview and 
Kilgore credited a diversifying 
economy as the region expands 
beyond the oil and gas industry 
with the record unemployment 
rate.

“We are still trending in a great 
direction,” Longview Mayor 
Andy Mack said. “It just shows 
we are really doing good in diver-
sifying our economy and giving 
people a chance to work.”

Kilgore Mayor Ronnie Spradlin 
expressed similar views.

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

P
am Kelly looked over baby 
bibs set out Friday for peo-
ple to take for free.

“They are so cute,” Kelly told 
United Way volunteer LaDelle 
Kay.

Kelly, who lives in Longview, 
had arrived on behalf  of  a friend 
Friday morning at a commu-
nity baby shower the Greater 
Longview United Way organized 
as part of  its annual Day of  
Action.

United Way Executive Director 
Donna Sharp said 25 to 30 people 
showed up at the United Way 
office in Longview to receive 
about 200 donated items — from 
diapers, wipes and lotion to one-

sies and teething rings — in the 
group’s first community baby 
shower.

“We distributed all but a 
couple packages of  baby wipes,” 
Sharp said.

Kelly said she was there to 
gather goodies for a friend who 
is expecting her first child and 
said she learned about the event 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

State Rep. Jay Dean deemed the 
86th legislative session a success 
and credited House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen’s leadership during Dean’s 
update Friday to the Longview-Greg-
gton Rotary Club.

From reforms in school finance 
and property tax relief  to stabiliz-
ing teacher retirement, the Republi-
can representing Gregg and Upshur 
counties credited House leadership, 
and specifically Bonnen, for using his 
quarter-century of  experience in the 

Legislature to accomplish lawmak-
ers’ biggest goals.

“Our new speaker was unbeliev-
able,” Dean said. “He went into this 
session using that experience and 
that know how to (get people to work) 
together and keep the governor and 
lieutenant governor next to him in 
trying to get the major issues done, 
and I congratulate him. He did a won-
derful job.”

During his Friday address, Dean 
touched on a number of  bills that 
were passed and then signed by Gov. 

Record
lows for
jobless
rates
Longview-area, Texas 
numbers show declines

Lawmakers decry migrant lockups
More troops to border

Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced Friday that he will send 
another 1,000 National Guard troops to 
the U.S.-Mexico border.

The governor said additional Guard 
members will assist at new detention 
facilities in the Rio Grande Valley and El 
Paso and at ports of entry. It brings the 
total number of Guard members on the 
Texas border to more than 2,000.

“My message ... is Congress is a group 
of reprobates for not addressing a crisis 
on our border, and we’re not going to 
stand idly by and endanger the lives and 
safety of ... Texas because Congress is 
refusing to do its job,” Abbott said.

- Associated Press

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats unveiled a $4.5 
billion measure Friday to 
respond to the growing hu-
manitarian crisis at the 
southern border and the 
government’s responsibility 
to care for tens of  thousands 
of  migrant refugees seeking 
safety in the U.S. under its 
asylum laws.

The measure is scheduled 
for a floor vote next week as 
the House and Senate are 
scrambling to wrap up ac-
tion on the must-do measure 
before agencies caring for 
the influx of  migrants — al-
ready stretched to the limit 
— run out of  money.

The measure was un-
veiled as lawmakers and 
the administration are 

House Democrats unveil 
$4.5B border measure

Dean credits House speaker for legislative successes

State Rep. Jay 
Dean, R-Longview, 

speaks Fri-
day about 

the recently 
ended legislative 

session during 
a Longview-Greg-
gton Rotary Club 

meeting at the 
Hilton Garden Inn.
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Report on children spurs call for action

See DEAN, Page 3A

See LOCKUPS, Page 3A See BORDER, Page 3A

See JOBS, Page 3A

LABOR OF LOVE

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Murrey Rabenhorst and a crew from Eastman Chemical Co. paint a pavilion at Longview Community Ministries on Friday 
as part of the Greater Longview United Way’s Day of Action.

Daniella Lopez 
attends a com-
munity baby 
shower Friday 
as part of Day 
of Action. Items 
such as diapers 
and wipes were 
provided for free.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal Photo

United Way throws community baby shower as volunteers paint, repair nonprofits

See ACTION, Page 3A


