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Officials: Virus deaths
could top 100,000
The number of U.S. deaths
could range from 100,000 to
240,000 even if Americans con-
tinue to stay home and limit
contact with others, experts
predicted at a media briefing
with President Donald Trump.
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Today’s weather

Sunny.
High of 73.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 6A

It is the policy of the News-
Journal to correct errors. Direct
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections
can be found in Scoreboard.
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TEXAS ADDS
ALMOST 400
VIRUS CASES
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SENIOR SEASON
INTERRUPTED
Longview grad, LeTourneau senior Will Bradshaw had outstanding
baseball season cut short due to pandemic, hopes to return.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

The spread of COVID-19 across
Northeast Texas continued Tuesday
with a new confirmed case in Gregg
County, five more in area hot spot
Smith County and more municipali-
ties ordering residents to stay home
to slow the pandemic.

Panola, Wood and Anderson coun-
ties all announced their first cases
and the city of Gilmer issued a local

disaster declaration.
By Tuesday evening, the total of

reported cases in Northeast Texas
was at least 83, up nearly 19% from 69
a day earlier.

In Titus County, one of the few
area counties still without a case,
County Judge Brian Lee said resi-
dents must understand COVID-19 is
around them, just hasn’t been con-
firmed.

“Remember, 85% of us can still be

carriers and not even realize that
we’ve got this,” he said in an after-
noon video report. “We’ve got to
bear down hard, distance ourselves
from others, wash our hands, stay at
home. Don’t get out unless you need
essential services.”

Keeping residents at home was
the goal of Harrison County Judge
Chad Sims and Marshall Mayor Ter-
ri Brown, who announced two new
cases and issued a mandatory shel-
ter-in-place order for all residents. It
was effective at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday.

In response to her county’s first

case, Panola County Judge LeeAnn
Jones issued a shelter-in-place order
for all residents. Tuesday evening,
she announced a second case had
been confirmed in the county.

Her order was set to take effect at
midnight today and continue until
11:59 p.m. April 14, unless extended
or terminated.

Both orders require residents to
stay at home except for certain es-
sential activities, although similar
orders in other municipalities have

FROM STAFF ANDWIRE REPORTS

Gov. Greg Abbott said Tuesday
that Texas’ schools will stay closed
until at least May 4 and imposed
restrictions that doctors and even
his critics say amount to a stay-at-
home order for the state — despite
Abbott refusing to call it that.

Abbott has rejected issuing a
stay-at-home order for his state of
29 million people. And his efforts
Tuesday to explain what is allowed
and what isn’t under his new exec-
utive order was at times so cloudy
that aides were left trying later to
clarify.

Abbott’s order that takes effect
Thursday and lasts through April
states that “every person in Tex-
as shall, except where necessary
to provide or obtain essential ser-
vices, minimize social gatherings
and minimize in-person contact
withpeoplewhoarenot in the same
household.” Essential services in-
clude grocery stores and health
care providers, among a long list of
other things.

Democrats and leaders of Tex-
as hospitals — who hours earlier
had urged the governor in a letter
that the time had come to “send a
clear message” — said they were
leftwith the impression thatAbbott
had issued a stay-at-home order.
Abbott, however, soundly rejected
that language.

“This is not a stay-at-home strat-
egy. A stay-at-home strategy would
mean that you have to stay home,”
Abbott said. “This is a standard
based upon essential services and
essential activities.”

When asked whether Tuesday’s
order bringsTexasup to speedwith
states that have issued shelter-in-
place or stay-at-home orders, Ab-
bott answered, “It’s a fact.”

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

N
onprofit agencies
servingtheLongview
area, especially those
that depend on the

Greater LongviewUnitedWay,
foresee a possible drop in fund-
ing as events are canceled and
the unemployment rolls climb
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

The local United Way post-
ponedthe thirdannualCookin’
at the Creek BQ Cookoff set
March 20 and 21 at the Bear
Creek Smokehouse near Mar-
shall because of an order Gov.
Greg Abbott issued March
19 to close restaurants, bars,
gyms and schools through
April 3, according to United

CHARITY CRUNCH
Area nonprofits foresee drop in funding as more events canceled

Les Hassell/News-Journal File Photo

Josiah Shelton, 6, of Longview strums along on his guitar in March 2019 as musician Cole Allen performs for the
crowd at a block party to promote the Greater Longview United Way in downtown Longview. This year’s party was
canceled because of the coronavirus pandemic.
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Musicians perform in February 2019 at the Longview Symphony’s 50-year
anniversary concert at Longview High School’s Mickey Melton Performing Arts
Center. Longview Symphony has canceled events through May 15 because of
the coronavirus pandemic.See NONPROFITS, Page 3A

Schools
closed
through
May 4

See SCHOOLS, Page 3A
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Ollie’s Bargain Outlet will open its
doors this morning at its newest loca-
tion in Longview, promising big dis-
counts — and possibly drawing big
crowds.

But the possibility of a large number
of people gathering in one location is
worrisome to some community mem-
bers amid orders to social distance.
Others have questioned if a business
such as Ollie’s, as well as some others

retailers in the Longview area, are re-
ally essential under a shelter-at-home
order issuedMarch 25.

That order issued by Mayor Andy
Mack and Gregg County Judge Bill
Stoudt directs all city and county resi-
dents to stay inside their homes unless
they are engaged in certain essential
activities and also defines essential
business that can continue to operate.
The order endsApril 9 unless extended.

However, Gov. Greg Abbott issued an

Shelter-at-home order on case-by-case basis, city says
Ollie’s Bargain
Outlet is set to
have its grand
opening today in
Longview, spurring
concerns among
some community
members of a large
gathering.
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News-Journal PhotoSee ORDER, Page 3A

April 1, 1952: Work on a $1
million Fedway Department
Store began with demolition
of buildings on the site in
the 100 block of West Tyler
Street. The store, one of five
being built in Texas, was to
include 60,000 square feet,
be completely air conditioned

and have escalators.

Abbott tells Texans to
‘minimize gatherings’

More counties ordered to stay home
Confirmed COVID-19 cases increase 19% from Monday

See HOME, Page 3A
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