
OFFER EXPIRES 6/12/2020
SSiinnccee 11994499!!

TACLA6042C

903-758-0701
www.benmaines99.com

Receive up to $1,600
when you purchase the

Lennox Ultimate
Comfort System

FRIDAY
May 22, 2020

LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr

‘NEW ERA’ FOR 
LOBO FOOTBALL 

PUT ON HOLD
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

LITTLE GRADS 
ON PARADE
Two Longview centers for children on Thursday hosted  
graduation ceremonies adapted for the continued pandemic.
EAST TEXAS, PAGE 3A
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Marshall Amtrak role 
being restored
Marshall Amtrak’s customer  
service representative position 
is being restored two years 
after it was eliminated. Page 3A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-8-0
Pick 3 day
7-6-5
Pick 3 evening
3-2-2
Pick 3 night
9-3-7

Cash Five
1-9-12-23-24
Texas Two-Step
3-5-18-31
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It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Ratcliffe new intelligence chief

FROM WIRE REPORTS

The U.S. Senate con-
firmed U.S. Rep. John Rat-
cliffe, R-Heath, as director 
of  national intelligence 
Thursday, elevating him to a 
Cabinet-level position in the 

Trump administration and 
creating a vacancy for his 
congressional seat in North-
east Texas.

Elected in 2014, Ratcliffe 
has represented the 4th 
Congressional District, 
which includes Bowie, Cass, 

Camp, Ti-
tus, Marion 
and Morris 
c o u n t i e s 
plus a part 
of  north-
ern Upshur 
C o u n t y , 
along with 
several oth-
er counties.

Ratcliffe 
was up for reelection this 

November and had won 
the Republican primary in 
March.

An online post by James 
Dickey, chairman of  the 
Republican Party of  Texas, 
says a nominee to replace 
Ratcliffe on the November 
ballot will be chosen by a 
Congressional District Ex-
ecutive Committee, made 
up of  precinct and county 

chairmen from the 4th Con-

gressional District. That 
meeting is slated for 1 p.m. 
Aug. 8 at the Hopkins Coun-
ty Regional Civic Center in 
Sulphur Springs, Dickey 
wrote.

Gov. Greg Abbott will not 
call a special election to 
finish Ratcliffe’s term this 
year, according to an Abbott 
spokesman, John Wittman.

Northeast Texas panel to decide nominee 
for district vacancy on November ballot

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The 25-county East Texas region 
saw a jump of  94 cases of  the nov-
el coronavirus on Thursday, due in 
large part to 61 newly reported cases 
in Titus County.

Other counties posting increases in 
positive test results included Gregg, 
Smith, Camp, Morris and Harri-
son, which also reported one more 
COVID-19 death Thursday.

Titus County recorded 59 new cases 
on Wednesday, followed by two new 
cases Thursday, according to County 
Judge Brian Lee said.

The county has has two deaths, 
according to the Texas State Depart-
ment of  Health Services.

Titus County became a Northeast 
Texas hot spot for COVID-19 a lit-
tle more than a week ago — which 
surprised officials in the area where 
Mount Pleasant serves as county seat.

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

S
torms forecast for 
Monday and the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
have forced changes 

to area Memorial Day obser-
vances.

Gregg County’s tradition-
al ceremony  will not take 
place  Monday at the court-
house, according to organiz-
er Joe Burke.

Burke, an Operation Des-
ert Storm veteran, said vet-
erans groups also have ruled 
out conducting the ceremo-
ny inside the parking garage 

of the courthouse because of  
the need to maintain social 
distancing. 

Instead, Burke said Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
4002 will open its doors at 
noon Monday at 401 Ambas-
sador Row and feature a vet-
eran participation report by 
post member Ben Gurganus 
on the history and signifi-
cance of Memorial Day. He 
said Gurganus will give a 
talk and a slide presentation, 
and food likely will be pro-
vided afterward.

“We are not going to hold a 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

As Texas starts to reopen from 
COVID-19 closures, local summer 
camps are ramping up plans to wel-
come children, though some camps 
will be different from the norm.

On Monday, Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced another round of  businesses 
allowed to reopen, including youth 
camp operations, starting May 31.

Longview World of  Wonders nor-
mally offers several sessions of  camps 
at its hands-on children’s museum in 
downtown, but interim Executive Di-
rector Rhonda Bullard said the gover-
nor’s plan did not allow such muse-
ums to open yet.

“We’re hopeful he updates that 
soon and things change,” she said. 
“But until it does, we will stay closed.”

At the Longview Museum of  
Fine Arts, summer classes will be-
gin the first week of  June, but with 

Some summer 
camps to open, 
with changes

Weather forecast, pandemic change Memorial Day ceremonies

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Rotarian Colby Dickson places flags in the lawn of the Gilmer Road Whataburger as part of The Rotary Club of 
Longview’s Memorial Day flag program on Thursday. 

LeTourneau University volunteers Z’Ann Allison, left, and Alexis  
Segura load a bundle of flags into the back of a truck to be used in 
The Rotary Club of Longview’s flag program on Thursday. 

Longview Rotary Club flags
Members of the Longview Rotary Club 

and others set out 1,821 U.S. flags Thursday 
throughout the city as part of the club’s flag 
program.

As part of the program, the Rotary Club 
places flags at businesses and residences in 
recognition of six patriotic holidays each year, 
including Monday’s Memorial Day. The club 
started the flag program in 2001 as a fundrais-
er and to make donations to local charities.

The club anticipates it will raise about 
$85,000 this year from the program, said 
member Jon Cromer.

This year, 85 of the club’s 120-plus 
members helped put out flags Thursday. 
They were aided by six Boy Scout troops, 
LeTourneau University staff and students 
and others.

“We usually take the flags down the Tues-
day after the holiday, but this time we plan to 
keep them out until after Flag Day as a gift to 
Longview — an attempt to lift people’s spirits 
and give them something to think about 
other than coronavirus,” said Flag Program 
Operations Chair Jamey Walker.

The program’s subscription fees are: for 
residences, $75 for the first year (includes 
installation of in-ground flag mount) and $50 
each year after; and for businesses, $100 for 
the first year (includes in-ground flag mount) 
and $75 each year after that.

For information or to join the program, 
call (903) 757-1855; email flags@Rotary-
Longview.org; or mail to Rotary Club of 
Longview; P.O. Box 2241; Longview, TX 75606.
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THIS DAY 
IN HISTORY

May 22, 1961: It was R.G. LeTour-
neau Appreciation Day as the 

industrialist returned from 
New York, where he received 
the International Progress 

Award from the American Soci-
ety of Tool and Manufacturing 
Engineers. “The great honor 
which you have received also 
is an honor to our city,” Mayor 

J. Clyde Tomlinson said.
U.S. Rep. John 

Ratcliffe

See RATCLIFFE, Page 2A

See FLAGS, Page 2A

ET sees 
jump of 
94 cases
Titus reports increase of 61

See REGION, Page 2A

See CAMPS, Page 5A


