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BACK INTO THE 
RECORD BOOKS
At 50 years old, Phil Mickelson captured his sixth major and 
by far the most surprising Sunday at the PGA Championship.
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WASHINGTON — The Biden 
administration is facing new pres-
sure to resolve a mystery that 
has vexed its predecessors: Is an 
adversary using a microwave or 
radio wave weapon to attack the 
brains of  U.S. diplomats, spies and 

military personnel?
The number of  reported cases 

of  possible attack is sharply grow-
ing and lawmakers from both par-
ties, as well as those believed to be 
affected, are demanding answers. 
But scientists and government of-
ficials aren’t yet certain about who 
might have been behind any at-
tacks, if  the symptoms could have 
been caused inadvertently by sur-
veillance equipment — or if  the in-

cidents were actually attacks.
Whatever an official review 

concludes could have enormous 
consequences. Confirmation that 
a U.S. adversary has been conduct-
ing damaging attacks against U.S. 
personnel would unleash calls for 
a forceful response by the United 
States.

For now, the administration is 
providing assurances that it takes 
the matter seriously, is investigat-

ing aggressively and will make 
sure those affected have good med-
ical care.

The problem has been labeled 
the “Havana Syndrome,” because 
the first cases affected person-
nel in 2016 at the U.S. Embassy in 
Cuba. At least 130 cases across the 
government are now under inves-
tigation, up from several dozen 
last year, according to a U.S. de-
fense official who was not autho-

rized to discuss details publicly. 
The National Security Council is 
leading the investigation.

People who are believed to have 
been affected have reported head-
aches, dizziness and symptoms 
consistent with concussions, with 
some requiring months of  medical 
treatment. Some have reported 
hearing a loud noise before the 

Suspected energy attacks draw U.S. concern
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Charles and Mrs. Jo Ann Whiteside 
recently gave a donation for facility up-
grades to the Kilgore College Electric 
Power Technology program that will 
help students continue to climb poles and 
flip switches safely in their pursuit of  
high-paying careers throughout the re-
gion, according to the college.

Known as “phenomenal friends of  Kil-
gore College,” the couple has supported 
the college since Charles Whiteside’s days 
as a chemistry instructor at the college in 
the late 1960s, the college said in a state-
ment. He transitioned from teaching to 
running his start-up business, Ana-Lab 
Corp., a full-service environmental re-
search facility in Kilgore, in 1971.

College President Brenda Kays said the 
Whitesides have been monumental sup-
porters of  the Laird Hospital project, in-
ternet infrastructure improvements and 

facilities as a whole.
“His donations have meant that our 

electric power training field is top-notch,” 
she said.

D’Wayne Shaw, dean of  public services 
and industrial technologies, recalled the 
Electric Power Technology program mov-
ing to its location on the training field in 
Overton three years ago, “with one stor-
age building, a trailer full of  parts and 
equipment, and a few donated poles.”

“With the support of  the KC board of  
trustees and administration, and donors 
like Dr. and Mrs. Whiteside, we have come 
a long way to making this the crown jew-
el of  electrical training facilities,” Shaw 
said. “This is an outstanding place for 
training.”

The facility encompasses 4 acres and 
more than 30 training poles with trans-
formers, trucks and other equipment.

Gift benefits Kilgore College Electric Power Technology students
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Coy McGhee of Paris and other Kilgore College Electric Power Technology students have their final 
skills test before graduation in July during the college’s East Texas Lineman Rodeo. The college’s 
program will receive facility upgrades after a recent donation.
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TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s hard-line 
parliament speaker said Sunday a tem-
porary deal between Tehran and inter-
national inspectors to preserve surveil-
lance images taken at nuclear sites had 
ended, escalating tensions amid diplo-
matic efforts to save the Islamic Repub-
lic’s atomic accord with world powers.

As fellow hard-liners demanded Iran 
delete the images, officials delayed an 
earlier-planned news conference by the 
head of  the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency in Vienna. That signaled 
negotiations between the United Na-
tions agency and Tehran will continue 
through Sunday night.

The last-minute discussions further 
underscored the narrowing window 
for the U.S. and others to reach terms 
with Iran. The Islamic Republic is al-
ready enriching and stockpiling urani-
um at levels far beyond those allowed 
by its 2015 nuclear deal.

Iran’s hard-line parliament in De-
cember approved a bill that would 
suspend part of  U.N. inspections of  its 
nuclear facilities if  European signa-
tories did not provide relief  from oil 
and banking sanctions by February. 
The IAEA struck a three-month deal 
with Iran in February to have it hold 
the surveillance images, with Tehran 
threatening to delete them afterward if  
no deal had been reached.

That three-month deadline expired 
Friday under the Gregorian calendar. 

Official 
says nuke 
inspector 
deal ends
Negotiations to continue
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J
EFFERSON — The Marion 
County Courthouse showed off  
its $5.7 million renovation and 
update Saturday to dozens of  
guests who gathered to celebrate 

the grand re-opening of  the historical 
building.

Judges, county commissioners and 
guests from across the state gathered 
to mark the end of  the project that was 
more than 20 years in the making.

The renovation was funded through a 
$4.7 million grant awarded in 2018 from 

the Texas Historical Commission’s 
Texas Historic Courthouse Preserva-
tion Program. The remaining $1 million 
paid by the county.

“We have been trying for this grant 
for almost 20 years,” Marion County 
Judge Leward LaFleur said previously 
about the grant. “Others long before me 
began working on this, and the county 
commissioners managed to save and set 
aside $1 million for matching renova-
tion costs throughout the past 20 years 
so we could get the grant.”

Those other county judges, Lex 
Jones, Phil Parker and Gene Terry, 
were present Saturday, along with 

other district and county judges from 
surrounding counties.

The renovation project, which lasted 
nearly three years, was overseen by 
Komatsu Architecture in Fort Worth 
and Joe R. Jones Construction in 
Weatherford. The Texas Historical 
Commission ensured the historical 
accuracy of  the renovations.

“We’re just really excited to final-
ly put a 20-year project behind us,” 
LaFleur said. “I want to thank the hard 
work of  everyone in this county and 
everyone that came before me. This was 

WELCOME BACK
Updated Marion County Courthouse celebrates grand re-opening
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A crowd gathers Saturday to celebrate the grand re-opening of the historic Marion County Courthouse after its renovation.
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