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VICTORY IN
THE SEMIFINALS
The Bobcats earned a 4-2 win over Leander Rouse, punching 
their ticket to the Class 5A state championship game. 
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

THE NATION

Questions greet 
shot donation plan
Plans to donate millions more 
COVID-19 vaccines to poor 
regions were met with celebra-
tion and hesitation. Page 2A

SPORTS

Oklahoma wins  
fifth WCWS title
Giselle Juarez re-emerged 
as the star pitcher Oklahoma 
needed, and the Sooners are 
national champs again. Page 1B
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-8-8
Pick 3 day
1-3-0
Pick 3 evening
2-3-2
Pick 3 night
3-6-0

Cash Five
2-10-11-25-34
Texas Two-Step
11-13-25-34
Bonus: 21

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

$1.00

Today’s weather
Some sun, humid.

High of 90.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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BY HEIDI PÉREZ-MORENO
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Thursday that Tex-
as will build a border wall 
along the state’s boundary 
with Mexico — but provided 
no details on where or when.

Abbott declared his plans 
during a news conference 
in Del Rio. He said he would 
discuss the plans next week. 
The Biden administration 

issued a proclamation that 
stopped border wall con-
struction on his first day of  
office.

Abbott announced the 
news while discussing a slew 
of  border initiatives, such 
as a $1 billion allocation 
for border security in the 
state budget lawmakers just 
passed and a plan to estab-
lish a Governor’s Task Force 
on Border and Homeland 
Security with public safety 

and state 
g o v e r n -
ment offi-
cials.

“It will 
help all of  
us to work 
on ways to 
stem the 
flow of  
unlawful 
immigra-
tion and to stem the flow of  
illegal contraband,” Abbott 

said, while seated next to 
officials from the National 
Guard, Texas Department 
of  Public Safety and Tex-
as Division of  Emergency 
Management.

At the conference, Abbott 
also announced a plans to 
increase arrests along the 
border — and increase space 
inside local jails.

“They don’t want to come 
to across the state of  Texas 
anymore because it’s not 

what they were expecting,” 
Abbott said before being met 
with applause from those at 
the conference. “It’s not the 
red carpet that the federal 
administration rolled out to 
them.”

He also announced an 
interstate compact with Ar-
izona Gov. Doug Ducey to 
resolve the border “crisis,” 
and called on other states to 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

A
s children, Iyanna Taylor 
and Noah Newcombe at-
tended Thrive Longview 
when the nonprofit orga-

nization was called Thrive360. The 
program had a lasting effect on 
them, and now the teenagers have 
returned, hoping to have a similar 
impact on their younger peers.

Thrive Longview teaches mid-
dle school-aged students about 
character development, healthy 
living and community.

Iyanna, 17, will be a senior 
at Longview High School. She 
said she returned to Thrive this 
summer as an intern because she 
wants to help children the way 
her mentor in the program helped 
her when she was younger.

“I think what really captured 
my attention is how involved they 
were,” she said. “They made sure 
to let us know they were avail-
able to us and they care about 
our needs and what we thought, 
how we felt, our emotions. One 
director in particular I remember 

... she just helped along with 
figuring out who I want to be. At 
that time, I didn’t go to her, but 
there came a time I needed to talk 
to her, so I took that opportunity 

... and it relieved some of  the 
pressure and nervousness on my 
heart.”

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The city of  Longview has 
its first assistant city manager 
since 2017.

The City Council on Thursday 
approved naming Public Works 
Director Rolin 
McPhee as the 
interim assis-
tant city man-
ager, which 
the council 
could make 
permanent in 
the future.

City Manag-
er Keith Bonds 
said during 
the council’s meeting that the 
move would be “beneficial for 
operational efficiencies and 
long-term planning” and pro-
vide continuity when Bonds is 
away.

Bonds praised the city’s 
“strong team of  qualified em-
ployees, especially in the exec-
utive team” that eliminated the 
need to use a search firm to fill 
the position.

“(McPhee) has successfully 
guided the city through a sig-
nificant capital project and sev-
eral bond initiatives as well as 
leading the largest department 
in the city,” he said. “I have 
worked alongside Rolin for all 
these years, and I know he’ll be 
very successful.”

District 4 Councilwoman 
Kristen Ishihara said McPhee 
has always “been a problem 
solver for me, and I appreciate 
that.”

“I think this is an excellent 
suggestion,” she said. “I can’t 
say enough about having the 
admiration of  your employ-
ees over such a large depart-
ment and what that says about 
(McPhee’s) leadership.”

McPhee said he was “hum-
bled for the opportunity.”

“I appreciate the opportunity 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A section of Interstate 20 
from Longview to Hallsville 
is scheduled to be closed 
Sunday evening to Monday 
morning for demolition work.

The closure is set for 
7 p.m. Sunday to 5 a.m. Mon-
day as crews work to demol-
ish the bridge that crosses 
I-20 at Lansing Switch Road, 
according to Marcus Sandif-

er, spokesman for TxDOT’s 
Atlanta District. The bridge 
will be replaced.

Eastbound traffic will exit 
at Loop 281 and be detoured 
down FM 968 to FM 450 to 
get back on I-20. Westbound 
traffic will exit at FM 450 
and be detoured up to U.S. 80 
before heading to Loop 281 
and back onto the interstate.

The demolition had been 
scheduled to take place this 

past Sunday before being post-
poned due to weather. The 
schedule could again change 
because of weather or other 
issues. Anyone with questions 
should call TxDOT’s Marshall 
office at (903) 935-2809.

Plans approved in March 
by TxDOT involve replacing 
the Lansing Switch Road 
overpass crossing I-20.

“The current overpass 
will be demolished and re-

placed with a wider and 
taller structure,” area en-
gineer for TxDOT in Mar-
shall Wendy Starkes said in 
March. “The current over-
pass has only two 10-foot 
traffic lanes. The new one 
will have two 12-foot traffic 
lanes divided by a 14-foot 
flush median with 10-foot 
shoulders and sidewalks on 
each side. We will also be 
raising the structure about 

5 feet to allow for more than 
19 feet of  clearance over the 
I-20 traffic lanes.”

The construction will re-
quire closing Lansing Switch 
Road over the interstate. 

East Texas Bridge of  
Longview was awarded the 
construction contract with a 
bid of  $3.4 million.

The project should take 
about 14 months to complete, 
Starkes said previously.

I-20 closure to Hallsville rescheduled for Sunday

‘TRANSFORMING LIVES’
Teens return as Thrive Longview interns to give back to younger kids

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Iyanna Taylor supervises a group of children playing basketball Wednesday at Thrive Longview. Iyanna, 17, took part in the 
program when she was younger and is now a summer intern.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Noah Newcombe, left, escorts a group of children across the campus at Thrive 
Longview. Noah, 16, took part in the program when he was younger and is now a 
summer intern.

Abbott: Texas will build border wall

Council 

OKs new 

role for 

McPhee
He’s first assistant city 
manager since 2017

Rolin McPhee

Gov. Greg 
Abbott
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