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TENSIONS FLARE 
AT TRUMP RALLY
President Donald Trump’s supporters faced off with protesters 
Saturday in Tulsa at the president’s first rally in months.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-2-3
Pick 3 day
1-2-9
Pick 3 evening
8-4-7
Pick 3 night
8-5-8

Lotto Texas
4-17-32-37-46-54
Cash Five
3-8-18-20-32
Powerball
10-31-41-63-67
Powerball: 5
Power Play: 3

LIFESTYLE

Donated steel art 
adds beauty to city
Steel tree sculptures donated 
to Longview’s outdoor art 
program, ART from the heART,  
were installed near the  
business park north of Loop 
281 on Thursday. Page 1D

SPORTS

Area courses rank 
among state’s best
East Texas golf courses  
recently earned spots in  
annual rankings of the top 
100 in the Lone Star State, a 
list voted on by a panel of 94 
experts.  Page 1C

Today’s weather

Chance of storms.
High of 92.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

Longview’s Maude Cobb 
Convention and Activity Cen-
ter would host all of  Gregg 
County’s jury trials as part 
of  a plan to get the wheels 
of  justice moving faster in a 
COVID-19 world.

Gregg County courts re-
turned to conducting in-per-
son hearings on a limited 
basis June 1 after relying on 
hearings conducted through 
the video conferencing ap-
plication Zoom after the pan-
demic began.

“Under our plans, we’re 
still trying to do as much as 
we can remotely,” said 124th 
District Court Judge Alfonso 
Charles, who is the presiding 
judge of  the 10th Administra-
tive Judicial Region. As such, 
all courts in the region send 
him their plans for reopening 
for in-person hearings.

Charles said all of  Gregg 
County’s courts have con-
ducted at least some hearings 
by Zoom. Hearings involving 
jail inmates have been con-
ducted remotely as well and 
will continue to be conduct-
ed that way. Gregg County’s 
judges have been staggering 
the days and times they con-
duct limited in-person hear-
ings that began this month as 
a way to reduce the number 
of  people at the courthouse, 
Charles said.

A grand jury, which is 
tasked with determining 
whether to formally charge 
people with crimes, was se-
lected in March and has con-
tinued to serve with social 
distancing in place. He said 
another grand jury will be se-
lected in July.

Masks also have been 

Jury
trials
set to
restart

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Longview-area school districts 
are choosing traditional calendars 
for 2020-21 among three options 
aimed at providing flexibility for 
possible shutdown days amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

On Thursday, Gov. Gregg Ab-
bott and Education Commissioner 
Mike Morath announced school 
can resume in-person in the fall; 
campuses have been closed since 
March because of  COVID-19.

The Texas Education Agency 

released three types of  calendars 
school districts can use. The calen-
dar choice is a local decision voted 
on by school boards.

The three options are a tradi-
tional calendar, a COVID-19 re-
sponse calendar and an interses-
sional option. All require 75,600 
minutes of  instruction.

The traditional calendar in-
cludes starting on or after the 
fourth Monday in August, a one-
week Thanksgiving break, a two-
week winter break, a one-week 

Longview-area school districts eye traditional calendars

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

A
bout 150 people marched 
a half-mile Saturday 
morning in Longview  to 
commemorate the end 

of  slavery and send a message of  
a need for positive change in the 
nation.

They carried placards with 
messages such as “Vote” and 
“Police brutality should not be a 
reality” and wore T-shirts with 
the Black Lives Matter logo and 
other messages.

Juneteenth commemorates 
June 19, 1865, the day that news 
reached Texas that President 
Abraham Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation, 
freeing slaves.

District 3 Councilman Wray 
Wade told a crowd gathered at 
Foster Middle School before the 

march that city officials origi-
nally decided against holding it 
because of  the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. However, he decided to proceed 
because of  recent events, includ-
ing the killing of  George Floyd in 

Minneapolis.
Attorney Mary Lou Tevebaugh, 

who is white, decried the killing 
of  black men by police and black 

‘OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY’

Juneteenth 
in Longview 
marked with 

shows of unity, 
calls for justice 

and equality

People place 
hands on each 
other as they 
form a prayer 
circle Saturday 
during the June-
teeth celebration 
at Broughton 
Park in Longview.
Courtney Case 
News-Journal Photo

Judge: Maude Cobb to 
host juries next month

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

Texas Education 
Commissioner 
Mike Mor-
ath, seen in 
November, said 
this past week 
that the state’s 
schools will be 
safe for stu-
dents to return 
to in the fall.
Texas Tribune 
File Photo

Courtney Case/News-Journal Photos

Above: Angelia Smith holds a Black Lives Matter sign Saturday as she marches on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard in Longview 
as part of the Juneteenth celebration. Below: Leshia Blanton signs a Black Lives Matter banner at Foster Middle School.
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