
FRIDAY
August 9, 2019

LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr

TEA WANTS TO 
OUST HOUSTON 
SCHOOL BOARD 

EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

LADY LOBOS 
WIN TWO GAMES
Longview opened the Lady Lobo Varsity Tournament with a 
pair of wins Thursday. Action resumes Saturday.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

St. Mary’s raising 
funds for expansion
Parishioners have pledged 
about $1.75 million to St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and School for 
expansions and renovations, 
and they aren’t done yet. The 
church is raising $3 million to 
$3.5 million for four projects. 
Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

‘Dora and Lost City’  
is all over the map
The new live-action film 
presents an older but still 
adventurous version of the 
popular animated character 
from the Nickelodeon Jr. series. 
Page 8B

Today’s weather

Hot, partly cloudy.
High of 99.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
1-8-0
Pick 3 day
2-1-4
Pick 3 evening
7-2-0
Pick 3 night
8-2-6

Cash Five
10-18-25-32-34
Texas Two-Step
1-4-5-9
Bonus: 33

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

Longview police remained 
mum Thursday about the fa-
tal Wednesday shooting of  a 
teen by an officer, declining 
to clear up rampant rumors 
surrounding the death of  
DeTravian Allison.

The family, led by Alli-
son’s mother, also was not 
comment-
ing Thurs-
day, and a 
community 
leader said 
they have 
hired an at-
torney.

“I start-
ed get-
ting calls 
around 7:30 
this morning,” Longview 
NAACP President Winsell 

Coleman said. “But, you 
know what? They were all 
coming from different peo-
ple with different stories 
with different points of  
view. ... They need to know; 
you can’t just jump on hear-
say.”

Coleman said he had spo-
ken with Allison’s mother 
and that she has retained le-
gal counsel. He was not cer-
tain who that lawyer is.

“First of  all, some people 
are saying the victim nev-
er had a gun, and there are 

some saying the victim nev-
er pointed the gun at the po-
lice,” Coleman said. “It just 
seemed like the shooting 
was unnecessary.”

Funeral services for Al-
lison remained pending 
Thursday. A Gofundme 
fundraiser was posted on-
line, to defray funeral costs 
and attorney bills for “our 
loved one,” the description 
on the page says, noting his 
mother is a single parent 
with a full-time job.

The fundraiser page also 

uses the name, DeTravian 
Kennedy, though Justice of  
the Peace B.H. Jameson said 
his last name is Allison on 
his inquest forms.

Coleman said he had not 
heard the ethnicity of  the of-
ficers who shot the 18-year-
old black man. Police did not 
respond to an email seeking 
that and additional informa-
tion.

The only information re-
leased by Longview police 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

T
he 84-year-old, six-story Heritage Tower at 208 N. 
Green St. in Longview is undergoing a major con-
version from being used for commerce to housing 

renters ages 55 and older.
Demolition work on former offices on the fourth to 

sixth floors started about two weeks ago, said Terry 
Fontenot, superintendent of  Hamilton Builders LLC, 
based in Springfield, Missouri.

Work started on the sixth floor for practical reasons, 
Fontenot said during a tour Thursday morning.

By starting at the top, demolition workers avoid dis-
turbing work that would take place below afterward, he 
said. An 18-man demolition crew from ARC Abatement 
in Houston loads debris from the demolition down a 
chute that takes it to a dumpster outside.

The demolition work and removing asbestos are the 
first steps for renovating the building, according to 
Fontenot. Renovations for old buildings typically re-
quire removing asbestos, which was formerly used for 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview City Council members 
defended budget decisions and a 
proposal to raise pay for munici-
pal employees during their regular 
meeting Thursday at City Hall.

Using a question-and-answer-
like format, council members pub-
licly answered questions they say 
they’ve heard from residents ever 
since City Manager Keith Bonds 
unveiled a 2019-20 budget plan he 
said would elevate city employees 
to market-level wages, incur a Gen-
eral Fund deficit for several one-
time expenses and would raise tax-
es just as voters understood when 
they approved a bond election last 
November.

“In my 4 1/2 years here so far, 
this is the first time that we can do 
things as a city that we should be 
doing as a city,” Mayor Andy Mack 
said.

The conversation arose during 
discussions about the budget and 
fee proposals Bonds first unveiled 
July 26.

Bonds has asked the council to 
implement market rate adjust-
ments to the city’s 499 general em-
ployees, who haven’t seen a raise in 
six years, he said.

District 1 Councilman Ed Moore 
asked the most questions of  Bonds, 
including whether the city should 
consider a property tax rate 1 cent 
less than what has been proposed. 
Bonds answered that global eco-
nomic uncertainty, coming chang-
es in state law and recent flux in 
sales tax revenue suggest that the 
city should move forward with a 
tax rate of  55.89 cents per $100 val-
uation.

“That question had been posed to 
me — lowering the tax rate a pen-
ny — and that’s the answer that I’m 
giving to them,” Moore said, add-
ing, “This is the first budget in five 
years that we’ve had the chance to 
catch up to the things that the may-
or has talked about.”

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Mosquito season 2019 has been 
relatively quiet compared with past 
years, but local health authorities 
expect more bites as the August sun 
beams hotter.

“With this heat wave that started 
(Wednesday), we could see an in-
crease in mosquito activity,” Gregg 
County Health Department Admin-
istrative Assistant A.J. Harris said.

County and city of  Longview offi-
cials are reminding residents about 

the four D’s — Deet, drain, dusk and 
dawn — as in using lots of  mosquito 
repellent with the ingredient Deet, 
drain all standing water and avoid 
going outside during dusk and dawn 
hours of  the day.

City Environmental Health Man-
ager Leisha Kidd-Brooks also is 
stressing the importance of  larvi-
cide, which is an insecticide that 
specifically targets insects in their 
larval life stage.

Kidd-Brooks credits the city’s 

Slow mosquito season could pick up with rising heat wave

Judy Mundt of the 
Environmental 
Health Department 
places an insect 
growth regulating 
briquette in a ditch 
with standing 
water along Glenn 
Drive in Longview 
in May. 
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal  File PhotoSee MOSQUITOES, Page 3A

Cops, teen’s family mum after fatal shooting
Longview NAACP 
leader says mother 
has hired lawyer

Detravian 
Allison

See SHOOTING, Page 3A

DEMO LEADS WAY FOR 

HERITAGE REBUILD
Conversion to senior housing begins for six-story downtown building 

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

ABOVE: Construction superintendent Terry Fortenot with Hamilton Builders talks Thursday about the remodeling of 
Heritage Tower in downtown Longview. BELOW: An elevator, original to the building, was discovered behind a wall 
during the remodeling of Heritage Tower. The elevator runs between the first through third floors.

See HERITAGE, Page 3A

Council 
defends 
budget 
decisions

See COUNCIL, Page 3A


