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FLORIDA BRACES 
FOR HURRICANE 

DORIAN
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

FOOTBALL
IS BACK
Check out previews of 30 games throughout 
East Texas in The Zone.
SPORTS, SECTION B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

UT Tyler-LUC 
showcases campus
An open house Thursday at 
the University of Texas at 
Tyler-Longview University 
Center featured tours of the UT 
College of Nursing simulator 
lab, the Industrial Technology 
program and the University 
Academy. Page 5A

NATION

EPA moves to revoke 
rules on methane leaks
The Trump administration 
moved Thursday to revoke 
regulations on methane leaks 
from oil facilities, a proposal 
environmental advocates said 
would renounce key federal 
authority to regulate the cli-
mate-damaging gas. Page 11A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 96.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 11A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-3-0
Pick 3 day
4-7-7
Pick 3 evening
1-4-8
Pick 3 night
5-0-1

Cash Five
5-9-24-28-30
Texas Two-Step
11-14-24-26
Bonus: 35

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview City Council 
members unanimously ap-
proved a $157 million budget 
Thursday for 2019-20.

The plan is a $3.3 million, 
or 2.1%, spending increase 
compared with the current 

b u d g e t , 
which ends 
Sept. 30.

Included 
in the bud-
get is $1.4 
million in 
salary ad-
justments 
for munici-
pal employ-
ees, which is an overall in-
crease of  an average of  11%.

City officials have said 
the salary increases will 
move municipal employees’ 

wages more in line with 
Longview’s competitors in 
the state job market. Those 
competitors include Tyler, 
Lufkin, College Station and 
Grapevine.

To afford general fund 
expenses of  $73 million and 
to pay down debt, property 
tax rate of  55.89 cents per 
$100 valuation has been pro-
posed.

The rate represents an 
increase of  4.9 cents, so 
the owner of  a home with 
a taxable value of  $100,000 

will see their city tax bill in-
crease $49 — from $509.90 to 
$558.90 — though property 
values increased in the city 
by 3.5% in the past year, City 
Manager Keith Bonds said.

Within the total rate, 38.42 
cents is dedicated to oper-
ations and management, 
while 17.47 cents will be used 
to pay down debt, which in-
cludes the first payments on 
a $104 million bond package 
approved by voters in No-
vember.

Council members ratified 

a $3.5 million property tax 
revenue increase Thursday, 
and they will vote to adopt 
the tax rate Sept. 12.

Also, water and sewer 
customers will see their 
monthly bills increase by an 
average of  92 cents a month 
under the city’s first util-
ity rate hike in five years, 
Bonds said. No increase is 
proposed in sanitation rates.

Mayor Andy Mack con-
ducted public hearings on 

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

N
ew state laws kicking in 
on Sunday will follow 
Texans right out onto the 

lake this Labor Day weekend.
“If  your boat is 26 feet in 

length, it applies,” Game War-
den Todd Long said, describing a 
new requirement that boats have 
a working ignition kill switch 
— if  the craft is new enough to 
have come with the feature.

Kali’s Law, named for Kali 
Gorzell, a 16-year-old who was 
fatally injured by a boat propel-
ler in 2012, is one of  more than 
100 new laws that go into effect 
Sunday. It does not require own-
ers of  older-model boats to add 
the kill switch, which usually is 
a physical link from the ignition 
to the driver’s waist.

“Only if  it came from the fac-
tory with this thing, it needs 
to be attached,” said Long, the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife game 
warden assigned to Gregg Coun-
ty. “It includes personal water 
craft. The first year, we are try-
ing to educate the public. This 

thing is going to save your life.”
Game wardens will be out 

this weekend, adding kill switch 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The 13 employees of  the Pitts-
burg Police Department are 
working in a heightened state of  
awareness since four shots hit 
their building Wednesday night, 
Police Chief  Richard Penn said 
Thursday.

Penn declined to say how offi-
cers are adjusting their tactics in 
response to the report of  shots 
fired at 10:45 p.m. at the metal po-
lice station at 520 S. Greer Blvd.

“I will say they have a higher 
awareness (of  danger),” Penn 
said. “There are steps that are 
taken to enhance the safety of  
our officers.”

Police said the building was 
occupied at the time, but no in-
juries were reported. Penn said 
police have not determined what 
kind of  weapon was used.

“We don’t have a suspect or 
suspects or name,” he said.

He said the U.S. Bureau of  Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives; the Texas Rangers; 
the Texas Department of  Public 
Safety; the Camp County Sher-
iff ’s Office and Camp County 
Constable’s Office are assisting 
Pittsburg police in the investiga-
tion.

He praised his 10 fellow offi-
cers and two civilian employees 
for showing up to work Thursday, 
as they do on any other workday.

“To me, this speaks volumes 
of  the dedication to the commit-
ment to the profession and the 
communities they serve,” he 
said.

He advised anyone with any in-
formation about the shooting to 
call CrimeStoppers at (903) 843-
3131 or the police department at 
(903) 856-3330.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Gregg County’s share for provid-
ing health benefits to its employees 
is increasing $1.7 million this year.

The expense was part of  a $52 
million budget that the Gregg Coun-
ty Commissioners Court approved 
Monday. The budget includes a pos-
sible capital expense to add at least 
one and as many as four vestibules 
to Gregg County Courthouse entry-
ways.

Commissioners 
also ratified a prop-
erty tax increase, 
as the flat year-to-
year tax rate of  
26.2-cents-per-$100 
rate will draw 4.5% 
more revenue be-
cause of  increas-
ing property val-
ues compared with 
last year.

Employee health 
insurance costs, a 5% pay raise for 

law enforcement and a 3% increase 
for all other employees combined to 
total at least $3.5 million in added 
spending.

Budget Director Linda Bailey 
and County Auditor Laurie Wolo-
szyn told commissioners that, after 
talking with an insurance consul-
tant, they determined that the coun-
ty-paid portion of  health premiums 
is increasing 17% to $981 a month 
per employee for medical and to $51 
a month per employee for dental.

In May, the county updated its 

health and insurance benefits 
program with 
an effort toward 
encouraging em-
ployees to make 
healthier choices 
that can ultimate-
ly provide cost 
savings to the 
self-funded plan.

“It’s only been, like, three months, 
so we really haven’t realized those 

County OKs $52M budget, seeks bids for courthouse vestibules

Laurie Woloszyn

Gregg County 

auditor

Longview approves $157M budget 
Pay hikes to average 
11%; utility rates to 
rise 92 cents/month

Keith Bonds

See COUNTY, Page 3A

See BUDGET, Page 3A

PITTSBURG

Police 
on alert; 
shots hit 
building
Chief: Occupied station 
fired on at least 4 times

Inside
■ Retired federal 
agent John R. 
Slagle to serve 
as Gregg County 
Pct. 3 constable. 
Page 5A

SMOKERS, BOATERS, ETC.

Host of new state laws 
taking effect Sunday

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Beginning Sunday, Texas will join 18 other states that have passed similar 
laws restricting access to over-the-counter cough medicines that include the 
ingredient dextromethorphan. After Sunday, customers must be 18 years old 
to buy products with the cough suppressant in them.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Cashier Hope Olivares stocks the cigarette racks Thursday at Scotties on West Hawkins Parkway in Longview. After 
Sunday, anyone buying cigarettes or tobacco products or e-cigarettes has to be 21 years old. Customers who were 18 
before Sunday will be grandfathered in and allowed to buy.

See LAWS, Page 3A


