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TRUMP RANTS 
AFTER SENATE 

ACQUITTAL 
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

LOBO RETURNS 
TO THE GRIDIRON 
After 3-year effort, Longview’s Colin Jeter will hit the field           
for the Seattle Dragons of the upstart XFL on Saturday.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 62.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-3-3
Pick 3 day
5-8-5
Pick 3 evening
0-3-1
Pick 3 night
5-5-2

Cash Five
1-10-11-13-14
Texas Two-Step
5-8-33-34
Bonus: 20

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications 
to Editor Richard Brack at (903) 
237-7759. Sports corrections can 
be found in Scoreboard.
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BY CORY MCCOY
comccoy@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — The Universi-
ty of Texas System has an-
nounced its intent to bring a 
medical school to Tyler.

UT System board of regents 
chairman Kevin Eltife made 
the announcement Thursday 
at Plaza Tower in downtown 
Tyler.

The board of regents is ex-
pected to give its final approv-
al for the project at its Feb. 26 
meeting.

Eltife, a former mayor of  
Tyler and former state sen-
ator, said that after board of  
regents approval, a legislative 
delegation will be set up to 
make the case in the 87th Leg-
islature in 2021.

“A medical school in Ty-
ler will give East Texans the 
chance to pursue their career 
aspirations without having to 
leave the region to do so,” El-
tife said. “More importantly, 
it will increase the number 

BY JOSH FUNK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Hundreds of  
Americans being evacuated from 
China over a viral outbreak will be 
quarantined in Texas and Nebraska, 
officials said Thursday, stressing that 
it was unlikely that anyone will arrive 
there with signs of  illness.

Officials said about 70 Americans 
will be flown into Omaha and quaran-
tined at a nearby Nebraska National 
Guard training base. In Texas, Lack-
land Air For Base in San Antonio was 
preparing to quarantine as many as 
250 people who could arrive as soon 
as today, said Dr. Jennifer McQuis-
ton, deputy director of  the Centers 
for Disease Control’s division of  high 
consequence pathogens and patholo-
gy.

All passengers will be arriving 
from Wuhan, China, the center of  the 
new coronavirus outbreak. McQuis-
ton said the plane bound for Texas 
will stop first at Travis Air Force Base 
in Fairfield, California — where oth-
er evacuees from China are already 
under quarantine — and that anyone 
showing symptoms would be taken 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

About seven months af-
ter starting service, Fron-
tier Airlines says it will 
suspend operations at Ty-
ler Pounds Regional Air-
port.

Frontier Airlines of  Den-
ver said it would end oper-
ations at the Tyler airport 
in April because of  a lack 
of  sufficient demand to 
support its service, accord-

ing to a statement from the 
airline.

“We greatly appreciate 
the partnership and sup-
port we have received from 
the airport and community 
and will continue to evalu-
ate the potential for future 
opportunities,” Frontier 
said in the statement.

In July, Frontier started 
offering three flights a week 
from the Tyler airport to 
Denver International Air-

port. The airline came to 
Tyler after the 2018 recon-
struction and rehabilitation 
of  a runway.

Tyler’s loss likely won’t be 
Gregg County’s gain.

Roy Miller, executive di-
rector of  the East Texas 
Regional Airport, said he 
doesn’t believe Frontier 
Airlines will consider try-
ing its Denver flight ser-
vice at his airport outside 
Longview.

Airline executives gather 
“a lot of  research” before 
making flight decisions, he 
said, and Frontier didn’t 
consider East Texas Re-
gional initially, likely be-
cause of  nearby competition 
from airports in Dallas and 
Shreveport.

“I really don’t think there 
is, in that Shreveport has 
a direct flight with United 
(Airlines) to Denver,” Miller 
said. “I questioned original-

ly if  that Frontier flight was 
going to be successful in Ty-
ler.”

American Airlines offers 
service from East Texas 
Regional Airport and Tyler 
Pounds Regional Airport to 
Dallas-Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport, where pas-
sengers can connect to other 
flights.

— The Tyler Morning Telegraph 
and staff writer Jimmy Daniell Isaac 
contributed to this report.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

H
AWKINS — Letters re-
lated to the still-unre-
solved saga involving 

the “Jesus Welcomes You to 
Hawkins” sign taken down last 
summer have been sent to mu-
nicipal and state attorneys.

Meanwhile, several of the 
town’s residents continue to 
protest the removal of the sign 
by the city, which subsequently 
built a street where the sign once 

stood.
The street — named Ash 

Street — is 30 feet wide and 
75 feet long, or one-fourth the 
length of a football field.

Tyler attorney Alvin Flynn, 
who has represented Hawkins 
for 38 years, said the legal filings 
and efforts made by supporters 
of the Jesus Christ Open Altar 
Church LLC have been a strain 
on the city for the past five years.

“I personally don’t think that 
there’s anything criminal that 
any city official … has done 

anything that is of a criminal 
nature,” Flynn said Thursday. 
“Now, if  it’s out there, I’m not 
aware of it.”

$650,000 for a             
75-foot street?

Real estate agent Charlene 
Peoples, Jesus Christ Open Altar 
Church leader Mark McDonald 
and others say Ash Street wasn’t 
needed, cost the city more than 
$650,000 in design, construction 

CORONAVIRUS

Passengers coming from 
China to be quarantined 
in Texas and Nebraska

Frontier Airlines to end flight services at Tyler airport

Feb. 7, 1933: Greggton was 
announced as the name of the 

new post office serving the 
Willow Springs area 3 miles 
west of Longview. The name 
was chosen because another 

post office already was 
operating as Willow Springs in 

South Texas.

See VIRUS, Page 3A

UT announces plans for med school 
TYLER

University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Tyler President Dr. Kirk 
Calhoun speaks during a Univer-
sity of Texas System announce-
ment Thursday by UT System 
board of regents chairman Kevin 
Eltife, right, that it plans to seek 
approval to bring a medical school 
to Tyler. The UT System board of 
regents is expected to give its 
final approval for the project at its 
Feb. 26 meeting.
Sarah A. Miller                                                    
Tyler Morning Telegraph Photo

Protesters send AG, city attorney letters as Hawkins denies wrongdoing

SIGN SAGA CONTINUES

‘JESUS WELCOMES YOU TO HAWKINS’

See HAWKINS, Page 3A

See SCHOOL, Page 3A

 ■ A story on Page 1A 
Thursday about a woman 
who was shot and killed at 
Ware Meadows Apartments 
in Longview inaccurately de-
scribed the security situation 
at the complex the day of the 
shooting. Pancy Daniels, man-
ager of the complex and victim 
Valerie Hackett’s aunt, said the 
building has never had front 
door security during the day 
but does have security from 
about 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Some of the signs seen near the 75-foot-long Ash Street on Wednesday in Hawkins protest the street’s construc-
tion. City officials have said construction of the street required the removal of the controversial “Jesus Welcomes 
You to Hawkins” sign.

American 
evacuees 
to be kept 
confined


