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IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE
THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$96.40

$5425.20

MICHAELCARBONAROLIVE!

Must be 21 or older to attend show
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W I N U P TO

$2,500 CASH!

EVERY FRIDAY I 7PM-10PM

JACKPLAY & CASH DRAWINGS

Enroll at a kiosk. See Rewards Club for details.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-4-5
Pick 3 day
1-4-5
Pick 3 evening
0-6-5
Pick 3 night
1-1-2

Lotto Texas
2-20-31-43-45-54
Cash Five
5-9-17-19-29
Powerball
1-9-22-36-68
Powerball: 22
Power Play: 2

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Beer bonanza at 
Maude Cobb events
Samples were ample Saturday 
at the East Texas Brewer’s 
Guild HomeBierFest and the 
Craftoberfest benefiting the 
Boys & Girls Club of the Big 
Pines. Page 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Death toll rises in 
storm aftermath
The widespread damage 
brought to the Houston area 
by one of the wettest tropical 
cyclones in U.S. history came 
into broader view Saturday as 
the fifth death was blamed on 
Imelda. Page 1B

LIFESTYLE

Female instructor 
carves her own path
Jill Yates, the program 
coordinator and instructor for 
Texarkana College’s welding 
department, has led the 
school’s program for the past 
two years. Page 1C

Today’s weather
Chance of showers.

High of 89.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview-area officials say 
they’re giddy about a list of  road 
projects recently added to the 
state’s 10-year outlook.

Eleven projects that are entire-
ly or partly in Gregg County total 
almost $300 million. Chief  among 
them is a plan to transform the 

60-year-old interchange of  Inter-
state 20, U.S. 259 and Texas 31.

“I’ve been so excited about this 
ever since I heard this news,” Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt said this 
past week.

Six years ago, Stoudt chaired an 
I-20 East Texas Corridor Commit-
tee study that proposed several 
enhancements for the interstate 
between Dallas and the Louisiana 

state line that 
was built through 
Gregg County in 
1959.

The I-20/U.S. 
259/Texas 31 inter-
change is among 
several projects 
from that pro-
posal included in 
the 2020 Unified 
Transportation Program, approved 
Aug. 29 by the Texas Transporta-
tion Commission. The program is a 

document that guides the develop-
ment of  Texas transportation proj-
ects through 2030.

“All of  the county judges between 
Dallas and the state line were in-
volved in this committee, and one of  
the recommendations was we need-
ed to do some major renovations to 
I-20 up to Longview,” Stoudt said. 
“I’m just glad to see that the money 
is starting to be allocated for those 
issues that we identified in Gregg 

$298M in Gregg road projects set

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The number of  nurses in Texas 
is declining at rates that cannot 
keep up with demand, and pro-
grams at Longview colleges are 
trying to change that trend.

The Texas Center for Nursing 
Workforce Studies’ Nurse Supply 
and Demand Projections report 
says the state will face a short-
age of  all types of  nurses by 2030. 
The number of  registered nurs-
es, nurse practitioners, certified 
registered nurse anesthetists and 
certified nurse midwives started 

to fall short of  demand in 2015 and 
has continued to decline each year. 
However, the report says the oppo-
site is true for licensed vocational 
nurses, where supply exceeds de-
mand.

Longview has nursing programs 
at LeTourneau University, Kilgore 
College and the University of  Tex-
as at Tyler Longview University 
Center.

Kimberly Quiett, dean of  nurs-
ing at LeTourneau, said what 
draws people to the university is 
its faith-based curriculum.

Longview programs aim
to alleviate nurse shortage University 

of Texas at 
Tyler nursing 
student 
Taylor Morgan 
checks Jason 
Rains’ blood 
pressure 
Wednesday 
at Refuge 
Internation-
al’s clinic at 
the Hiway 
80 Rescue 
Mission.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal 
Photo

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

K
ILGORE — Landon Pierce climbed into the 
bucket of  a West Harrison Volunteer Fire 
Department ladder truck with his brother, 
Grayson, and mother, Nicole.

As the bucket rose slowly in the air, 6-year-old 
Landon peered over its edge, saying he was having 
fun “watching everybody everywhere.”

Nicole Pierce said Saturday marked the third year 
she has taken her children to Kilgore’s SAFFE Day, 
now in its eighth year. SAFFE stands for Special 

Abilities Family Fun Event and is for children with 
special needs and their families.

She said Landon, a first-grader at Kilgore Primary 
School, is highly functioning with autism and has 
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder.

She said she likes coming to SAFFE Day because 
Landon “can be hands-on with everything.”

SAFFE Day, a carnival-like atmosphere that 
stretched out on several blocks of  Commerce Street 
in downtown Kilgore, drew a larger crowd than 
a year ago, according to Misty Gee, who oversaw 

‘A BEAUTIFUL WORLD’
Annual SAFFE Day in Kilgore draws larger crowd with carnival-like atmosphere

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Capt. Terry Lewis with the Overton Volunteer Fire Department helps Oliver Reed, 8, of Kilgore try on firefighter gear Satur-
day at SAFFE Day in Kilgore. The eighth annual event is for children with special needs and their families.

Major renovations to Interstate 20 among planned work

Bill Stoudt

BY LISA LERER 
AND REID J. EPSTEIN

New York Times

DES MOINES, Iowa — 
President Donald Trump, 
under growing pressure Sat-
urday over his private con-
versations with Ukraine’s 
president, lashed out at 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden in an attempt to shift 
the focus of  intensifying 
questions about whether 
Trump sought help from 
Ukraine to hurt Biden’s 2020 
bid against him.

With Trump seizing on 
a familiar defense, saying 
Democrats were undertak-
ing a “witch hunt” against 
him on Ukraine, Biden 
called on the House of  Rep-
resentatives to begin a new 
investigation of  whether 
the president sought the in-
terference of  a foreign gov-
ernment to help bolster his 
reelection campaign.

“This appears to be an 
overwhelming abuse of  
power,” Biden said during 
a campaign swing in Iowa. 
“We have never seen any-
thing like this from any 
president.”

The sharp accusations 
between Trump and Biden, 
who leads the field for the 

Trump,
Biden
trade
attacks

TEXAS ENDS STREAK, BEATS OKLAHOMA STATE, 36-30 / 1D

Questions intensify
over president’s 
communication with 
Ukrainian leader
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