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IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE
THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$129.55

$4675.05

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. APY is current as of July 17, 2019.
APY assumes dividends will remain on deposit until maturity. $1,000

minimum balance required. A penalty will be imposed for early
withdrawals. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-4-5
Pick 3 day
5-5-1
Pick 3 evening
8-1-6
Pick 3 night
0-9-1

Lotto Texas
18-19-27-36-48-52 
Cash Five
3-10-14-23-31
Powerball
35-41-44-58-59
Powerball: 3
Power Play: 3

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Singing convention 
returns to Henderson
Harmony was a highlight 
Saturday at the opening day of 
the weekend’s 164th East Texas 
Sacred Harp Singing Conven-
tion at the Henderson Civic 
Center. Page 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Marchers in El Paso 
call for new gun laws
More than 100 people march 
through El Paso a week after 
a mass shooting, denouncing 
racism and calling for stricter 
gun laws. Page 1B

LIFESTYLE

More than 30 years 
of clownin’ around
Doug Sapp of Longview took on 
the persona of Happy T. Clown 
in the 1980s and has been 
making children — and adults — 
smile ever since. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 99.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The number of  students en-
tering Texas schools is grow-
ing, while the number of  new 
teachers is decreasing. It’s a 
problem Longview-area super-

intendents are trying to solve.
According to the Texas Ed-

ucation Agency, in 2009, state 
classrooms gained 21,442 new 
teachers. In 2017, that number 
was about 18,000 — roughly a 
16% decline.

And 80,000 new students have 

entered Texas school districts 
every year during the past 15 
years, said Spring Hill ISD Su-
perintendent Wayne Guidry.

“That’s a major problem, 
and so many of  our school 
districts in the state of  Texas 
are struggling with that,” he 
said. “I talk to superintendents 
all the time who have to start 
school with substitute teach-
ers, and every year that prob-

lem gets worse and worse.”
While the problem is not as 

severe at Spring Hill, Guidry 
still sees the issue as something 
all Texas districts should be 
concerned about.

Longview ISD Superinten-
dent James Wilcox said the 
teacher shortage is related to 
the bashing of  public education.

Fewer teachers vexes area schools

Wayne Guidry
Spring Hill ISD 

superintendent

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

S
uperheroes saved the day 
Saturday for a Longview 
nonprofit agency that 
represents children 

in times when help is most 
needed.

At the East Texas Court-Ap-
pointed Special Advocates’ Su-
perhero 5K and 1-mile runs at 
the Longview Mall, the fact that 
some superheroes were dressed 
like dinosaurs, cowboys and 
video game characters didn’t 
matter.

“It’s a statewide theme, 
because our volunteers are 
superheroes for children,” said 
Shelly Smith, executive direc-
tor of  East Texas CASA. “The 
work that they do, the caring 
hearts that they have, that 
makes them superheroes.”

CASA is an agency in which 
screened, trained volunteers 
picked by judges represent and 
advocate for young people in 
courtrooms during child pro-
tection proceedings.

About 450 East Texas CASA 
volunteers represent between 
700 and 800 children in Gregg, 
Upshur and Rusk counties, but 
Smith and racers said more 
volunteers are needed.

“We always need volunteers. 
That’s our biggest need all of  
the time, and until we start 

SAVING THE DAY

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Mark, left, and Titus Rucker — as a “Jurassic Park” scientist and dinosaur — take part Saturday in the East Texas Court 
Appointed Special Advocates’ Superhero 5K and 1-mile run at the Longview Mall.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Sheldon Buck, aka Wolverine, runs Saturday morning in the East Texas CASA 
Superhero 5K at the Longview Mall.

BY JIM MUSTIAN, MICHAEL R. SISAK 
AND MICHAEL BALSAMO

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The FBI and 
the Justice Department’s in-
spector general’s office will in-
vestigate how Jeffrey Epstein 
died in an apparent suicide Sat-
urday, while the probe into sex-
ual abuse allegations against 
the well-connected financier 
remains ongoing, officials said.

Epstein, accused of  orches-
trating a sex-trafficking ring 
and sexually abusing dozens 
of  underage girls, had been 
taken off  suicide watch before 
he killed himself  in a New 
York jail, a person familiar 
with the matter said.

Suicide
of jailed
financier
spurs probe

LOBOS, PIRATES SET TO BEGIN PRACTICES MONDAY / 1D

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview Transit bus trans-
fers will move from Magrill 
Plaza to a new multimodal 
center by Oct. 1, Assistant 
General Manager Tequita 
Dudley said this past week.

Opening the transfer center 
on Pacific Avenue will coin-
cide with changes to each of  
the city’s bus routes, she said. 
Longview Transit also is add-
ing security measures to in-
crease safety for transfers.

“We still have a few more 
things to do, but it’s looking to 
be at the latest Oct. 1,” Dudley 
said about construction of  the 
multimodal transfer facility, 
which is about 98% complete.

Casey Slone Construction 
of  Marshall has been building 
the transfer center since the 
Longview City Council award-
ed the $1.036 million contract 
in September. The Texas 
Transportation Commission, 
Gregg County and the city are 

Changes
to bus
system
coming

Longview superintendents seek solutions, from 
higher salaries to fast-tracking degree programs

Longview Transit
transfers to move by 
Oct. 1; route updates set

Costumed superheroes raise funds for CASA at Longview Mall run

Want to volunteer?
A Court Appointed Special Advocates volunteer must:

 ■ Be 21 years or older;
 ■ Successfully pass screening and background check requirements;
 ■ Successfully complete initial training provided by East Texas CASA (30 

hours of initial training plus three hours of courtroom observation and 12 hours of 
continuing education);

 ■ Be able to make a 24-month minimum commitment to a case (an average of 
10 to 15 hours per month); and

 ■ Be able to keep information confidential and work within established pro-
gram guidelines.

For information, go to easttexascasa.org .

See EPSTEIN, Page 5A

See TEACHERS, Page 4A

See TRANSIT, Page 4A

See RUN, Page 4A


