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Judge in Guyger 
case under fire
Judge Tammy Kemp is facing 
criticism — and legal action 
— after she hugged and then 
gave a Bible to an ex-Dallas 
police officer convicted of 
murder. Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

Little to laugh about 
in violent ‘Joker’
From aspiring standup come-
dian to super villain: Joaquin 
Phoenix portrays Batman’s 
future arch-nemesis. Review, 
Page 12A

Today’s weather

Chance of storms.
High of 88.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 11A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-0-6
Pick 3 day
2-2-0
Pick 3 evening
9-3-7
Pick 3 night
0-3-7

Cash Five
2-3-9-21-34
Texas Two-Step
2-14-32-34
Bonus: 18

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com
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BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

Seven former employees of  
Zeid Women’s Health Center in 
Longview have filed a countersuit 
against the clinic, arguing against 
an injunction placed on them earli-
er this summer and calling for the 
facility’s founder to be held finan-

cially responsible for their loss of  
incomes and other damages.

“There is more than one vic-
tim here...,” said George Flint, a 
Frisco attorney representing the 
nurse practitioners and midwives 
in their counterclaim against Dr. 
Yasser Zeid. “These nurses were 
taking care of  hundreds and hun-
dreds of  low-income patients in the 

Longview area. All 
that support was 
yanked out from 
under them. .... At 
the end of  the day, 
the patients lost 
their health care 
providers without 
an option. These 
nurses deserve to 
work.”

The women worked for Zeid pro-
viding women’s health care at Spe-
cial Health Resources as part of  a 

contract between the two entities 
that no longer exists. The seven 
providers’ employment with Zeid 
ended earlier this year under cir-
cumstances each side disputes.

They went to work for Special 
Health Resources, prompting Zeid 
to sue them and Special Health 
Resources and seek an injunction 
to prevent the women from work-
ing there. He maintains the wom-
en were prevented from working 

Ex-Zeid employees file countersuit

Dr. Yasser Zeid

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Henderson ISD Trustee Jon 
Best paid two teenagers to slash 
the tires and contaminate the gas 
tank of  the vehicle belonging to 
his challenger in the upcoming 
school board elec-
tion, according to 
a criminal com-
plaint filed in 
Rusk County.

Best, a school 
board trustee 
since 2004, was 
arrested by Rusk 
County sheriff’s 
deputies Sept. 27 
on a charge of  criminal mischief  
and released that day from the 
Rusk County Jail on $10,000 bond.

The complaint said Best, 59, 
“intentionally and knowingly” 
caused between $2,500 and $30,000 
in damage to a pickup owned by 
Adam Duey.

Duey, who is challenging Best for 
a three-year term on the District 5 
seat Nov. 5, reported Sept. 20 to the 
sheriff’s office about his tires being 
slashed, the complaint said.

Police: 
Trustee 
aimed to 
‘sabotage’

Jon Best

BY GARANCE BURKE
AND MARTHA MENDOZA

Associated Press

S
AN BENITO — On a 
recent day in a remod-
eled brick church in 
the Rio Grande Valley, 

a caregiver tried to soothe a 
toddler, offering him a sip-
py cup. The adult knew next 
to nothing about the little 
3-year-old whose few baby 
words appeared to be Portu-
guese. Shelter staff  had tried 
desperately to find his family, 
calling the Brazilian consul-
ate and searching Facebook.

Nearby, infants in stroll-
ers were rolled through the 
building, pushed by workers 
in bright blue shirts lettered 
“CHS,” short for Comprehen-
sive Health Services Inc., the 
private, for-profit company 
paid by the U.S. government 
to hold some of the smallest 
migrant children.

Sheltering migrant chil-
dren has become a grow-
ing business for the Flor-
ida-based government 
contractor, as the number of  
minors in government custo-
dy has swollen to record lev-
els over the past two years. 
More than 50 babies, tod-
dlers and teens were closely 
watched on this day inside 
the clean, well-lit shelter sur-
rounded by chain link fences.

The children, many in 
matching black pants and 

Private sector profits 
from detaining kids

Eric Gay/AP Photo

A young migrant boy walks with a Comprehensive Health Services caregiver Aug. 29 at a “tender-age” facility for 
babies, children and teens in San Benito. Sheltering migrant children has become a booming business for Compre-
hensive Health Services, a Florida-based government contractor.

Hand prints 
representing 
migrant children 
line a hall at 
Comprehensive 
Health Services’ 
facility in San 
Benito.
Eric Gay 
AP Photo

BY PHILIP RUCKER, RACHAEL BADE
AND COLBY ITKOWITZ

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Thursday public-
ly urged China to investigate Demo-
cratic challenger Joe Biden, a new 
request that a foreign government 
assist his reelection campaign add-
ing to the extraordinary pattern of  
conduct at the center of a fast-accel-
erating impeachment inquiry.

With his brazen and direct ap-
peal to the Chinese, delivered be-
fore journalists assembled on the 
South Lawn of  the White House, 
Trump seemed to make a mock-
ery of  the charge that he abused 
the power of  his office by pressing 
his Ukrainian counterpart to ex-
amine unfounded allegations of  

Trump to 
China: Help 
investigate 
the Bidens

THE ZONE: YOUR 
GAME PREVIEWS

Undefeated Carthage takes on Pleasant Grove, 
while Pine Tree goes on the road to Mount Pleasant.

Nurse practitioners, midwives say injunction stopping 
them from working in Longview area ‘wrongful’

Man on Henderson ISD board 
said to have paid teens
to damage rival’s vehicle

Eric Gay/AP Photo

Migrant teenagers work in their dorm room in August at Comprehensive Health 
Services’ facility for babies, children and teens in San Benito in the Rio Grande 
Valley. The number of children in government custody has swollen to record 
levels over the past two years. 

 ■ A story on Page 1B 
Sunday contained incorrect 
information on the rescue of 
three pets from a house fire in 
the 8900 block of FM 2204 in 
the Elderville area. The home-
owner said a neighbor rescued 
one dog, he and the neighbor 
rescued a second dog and the 
third dog crawled out of the 
house. The neighbor said he 
and his wife took the dogs to a 
veterinarian for treatment.

 ■ An item in the Best Bets 
listing on Page 4B Friday should 
have said Hallsville’s Western 
Days parade is 10 a.m. Saturday.
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See LAWSUIT, Page 3A

See TRUSTEE, Page 3A

See TRUMP, Page 3A
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