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REENVILLE — 
Authorities late 
Sunday were still 
seeking informa-

tion that might lead them to 
the shooter who opened fire 
at a packed party just after 
midnight Sunday, killing two 
people and shooting six more 
before vanishing into the flee-
ing crowd.

“Out of  nowhere just six, 
seven gunshots just go off  
boom, boom, boom,” said 
Markeice Ford, who was at the 
party. “It just kept going, like 
it wasn’t going to stop.”

In interviews with WFAA, 
Ford and other witnesses said 
when the shooting did stop, 
partygoers bolted for doors 
and windows to get out and 
away from the scene about 2.5 
miles outside Greenville.

The light of  day revealed 
a landscape dotted with dis-
carded Halloween masks, 
paramedic supplies and other 
leftovers from a revel turned 

nightmare. Pools of  blood 
could be seen on the ground.

The scene inside the ven-
ue was worse, said Sgt. Jeff  
Haines, a spokesman for the 
sheriff ’s department. “Hor-
rific,” he said of  what he wit-
nessed where eight people had 
been shot, including the two 

who died.
Four victims remained in 

critical condition late Sunday.
Though about 750 people 

were at the party during Texas 
A&M University-Commerce’s 
homecoming weekend, few 
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ASTROS WIN BIG 
IN GAME 5, 7-1
Houston takes third straight behind solid pitching, big bats. 
They lead Washington 3-2 in World Series.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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SPORTS

‘Blazers manage to 
squeeze by Mavs 
Damian Lillard’s twisting layup 
with 26 seconds remaining 
proved to be the winner as 
the Portland Trail Blazers beat 
the Dallas Mavericks 121-119 on 
Sunday night. Page 1B

TAKE TWO

Winds fuel blazes in 
Northern California
With ferocious winds driving 
multiple wildfires through 
bone-dry vegetation and near-
ly 200,000 people ordered to 
leave their homes, California’s 
governor declared a statewide 
emergency Sunday. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Thunderstorms.
High of 73.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A
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Saturday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
1-2-26-41-42-54
Cash value  
jackpot: $5.41 
million

Powerball
3-20-48-54-59
Powerball: 4
Power Play: 4
Cash value
jackpot: $96.4 
million

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

BY ZEKE MILLER, DEB RIECHMANN  
AND ROBERT BURNS 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi , the shadowy leader of  
the Islamic State group who presid-
ed over its global jihad and became 
arguably the world’s most wanted 
man, died after U.S. special opera-
tors cornered him during a raid in 
Syria, President Donald Trump said 
Sunday.

“Last night, the United States 
brought the world’s No. 1 terror-
ist leader to justice,” Trump an-
nounced at the White House, provid-
ing graphic details of al-Baghdadi’s 
final moments at the helm of the 
militant organization. “Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi is dead.”

In a national address, Trump 
described the nighttime airborne 
raid in Syria’s northwestern Idlib 
province, with American special op-
erations forces flying over heavily 
militarized territory controlled by 

ISIS 

leader 

dies in 

U.S. raid

See OPERATION, Page 6A

‘COMPLETE CHAOS’

BY JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

KILGORE — Advanc-
es at the Texan Theater 
are becoming more ap-
parent, symbolizing 
work by a variety of  
groups pulling together 
to bring back the histor-
ical Kilgore downtown 
venue.

“Obviously, it’s a 
work in progress,” Steve 
Shirey said recently.

But that progress 
now can be seen in a 
new sidewalk beside 
the building, in a new 
retractable screen with-

in, and in the raw wood 
now exposed in the bal-
cony waiting for the 
next steps.

Shirey, executive pro-
ducer of  Reel East Texas 
Film Festival, welcomed 
guests to the nonprofit’s 
open house at the Texan 
Oct. 17, thanking visi-
tors for their ongoing 
support of  the festival 
that runs Nov. 14-17, 
and of  its partnership 
with the city of  Kilgore 
in renovation efforts.

“As we look forward 
to our upcoming film 

More work ahead for Texan Theater
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The Texan Theater glows Thursday evening on South Kilgore 
Street. The interior of the venue is steadily catching up to the 
façade through the combined efforts of the city of Kilgore, Reel 
East Texas Film Festival and numerous sponsors.See THEATER, Page 3A

BY LAURIE MCGINLEY
The Washington Post

President Donald Trump is 
poised to nominate Stephen Hahn, 
a top official at MD Anderson Can-
cer Center in Houston, to be the 
next commissioner of  the Food and 
Drug Administration, according to 
people familiar with the situation.

If  confirmed, Hahn would head 
an agency that regulates a broad 
swath of  the U.S. economy, includ-
ing brand-name 
and generic 
drugs, medical 
devices, much of  
the nation’s food 
supply and to-
bacco products. 
It is currently 
embroiled in a 
high-profile con-
troversy over 
youth vaping and the president’s 
decision to ban most flavored e-cig-
arettes. Along with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the FDA is investigating an out-
break of  vaping-related lung ill-
nesses and is developing the previ-
ously announced e-cigarette ban to 
try to reduce youth vaping.

Trump set 
to nominate 
Texas doctor 
to head FDA

Stephen Hahn

See FDA, Page 3A

Head of terrorist group  
activates suicide vest when 
cornered during operation

2 dead, 12 hurt after shooting at college party

Ryan Michalesko/The Dallas Morning News Photo

Authorities work the scene after a deadly shooting Sunday in Greenville. A gunman opened fire at an off-campus 
Texas A&M University-Commerce party, which left over a dozen injured before he escaped in the ensuing chaos, a 
sheriff said Sunday.

See SHOOTING, Page 3A

Ryan Michalesko/The Dallas Morning News Photo

Halloween masks litter the ground amongst signs of chaos at the scene of a 
deadly shooting Sunday in Greenville. 


