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Trump: ‘Good chance’ 
of Iran meeting
President Donald Trump says 
there’s a “really good chance” 
he could meet with Iran’s lead-
er on their nuclear impasse 
after a surprise intervention 
by the French president during 
the G-7 summit. Page 2A

THE NATION

Migrant medical 
care protection ends
The Trump administration has 
eliminated a protection that 
lets immigrants remain in the 
country and avoid deportation 
while they or their relatives 
receive life-saving medical 
treatments or endure other 
hardships. Page 3A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 94.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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KILGORE ISD 
OKs LOWER TAX 

RATE, PAY RAISES
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

LOBOS PREP 
FOR LUFKIN
Longview coach says squad had ‘rough’ practice 
Monday in preparation to open against Panthers.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-6-8
Pick 3 day
3-1-4
Pick 3 evening
7-5-2
Pick 3 night
8-3-9

Cash Five
4-5-10-24-26
Texas Two-Step
4-13-32-35
Bonus: 5

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

L
eTourneau University President Dale 
Lunsford wants students not only to love 
their neighbors in ministry, but to love 

God first.
He referred to the Scripture reading for 

Monday’s convocation, which was from the 
12th chapter of  Mark, where Jesus said to love 
God first and then to love your neighbor.

The Belcher Center was filled with Le-
Tourneau University students Monday as the 
campus started the 2019-20 academic year.

Monday’s convocation began with a proces-
sion of  flags from international students, with 

‘FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS’
LeTourneau University welcomes students back with annual convocation
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Longview ISD has fired 
Transportation Director 
Dale Bohannon, district 
spokeswoman Elizabeth 
Ross confirmed Monday, 
adding that she could not re-
lease further details.

The district is working 
through transportation is-
sues after parents had to 
locate two misplaced stu-
dents — a 4-year-old boy 
and a 5-year-old boy — from 
East Texas Montessori Prep 
Academy last week.

In reaction to a story 
posted on the News-Jour-
nal website about the par-
ents’ ordeal, other district 
parents have comment-
ed that they experienced 
similar issues with the 
Longview ISD transporta-
tion department.

Madison and Chayce 
Stowe, the parents of  one of  
the boys, said they are sched-
uled to meet with members 
of  the Longview ISD board, 
but details of  that meeting 
had not been set Monday.

Ross said the driver of  the 
bus on which the two mis-
placed students were riding 
is no longer driving a bus 
and won’t “until the district 
can give her the training she 
needs.”

LISD

fires

its bus

chief
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The Longview Economic De-
velopment Corp. has proposed 
a 2019-20 budget that projects 
nearly $600,000 in added reve-
nue that provides for growth, 
President/CEO Wayne Mans-
field said.

The spending plan, which 
projects a 10.8% revenue in-
crease, has been approved by 
LEDCO’s board of  directors 
and will be considered by the 
Longview City Council for final 
approval Sept. 12.

“This is projected to be a very 
strong year for us,” Mansfield 
said.

LEDCO is working at least 
11 new economic development 
prospects that could potentially 
provide as many as 1,600 new 
jobs and $300 million in capi-
tal investment into the area, 
he said. Six of  the 11 prospects 
are foreign-direct investment 
opportunities, including three 
German aviation projects.

“Longview’s name is getting 
out there,” he said.

All but $150,000 of  the pre-
dicted $6.148 million in revenue 
next year is expected from sales 
tax rebates, according to the 
budget plan. Also, the $150,000 
in interest from LEDCO’s mon-
ey market accounts represents 
a 76% increase from this year.

LEDCO expects revenue increase

Wayne Mansfield
LEDCO 

president/CEO
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The Spring Hill ISD board of  
trustees approved a teacher pay 
scale at its Monday meeting that 
tops out at 30 years and a $60,000 
base salary.

The 30-year scale is tied for the 
highest-level scale in the Longview 
area with White Oak ISD.

Longview ISD’s salary scale goes 
to 20 years, but the district’s 2019-
20 budget has not been approved. 
The Pine Tree ISD and Kilgore ISD 
salary scales go to 27 years, and 
Hallsville ISD goes to 25 years.

Superintendent Wayne Guidry 
said the top of  the pay scale in-
creased by $8,400. The average 
teacher salary increase is $5,700, 
or 13.1%, when bonuses are added 

in.
A first-year teacher in the dis-

trict now will make $37,158, a $3,158 
increase from the 2018-19 budget.

Board president Mark White 
said the new salary scale will help 
the district be competitive.

“We have so many districts 
within a 30-mile radius of  us, that 
we’re not only competing within 
our city but within the area,” he 

said. “We offer a great environ-
ment. We feel like this is the best 
district in Texas, but at the end 
of  the day, love doesn’t pay all 
the bills, and you’d still like to be 
compensated.”

Those bonuses include an addi-
tional $750 stipend in May and $200 
in cafeteria funds a year.

Agency’s president says 2019-20 projected to be ‘very strong year for us’

Action comes after 
two boys misplaced

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Above: LeTourneau University President Dale Lunsford, left, and other administrators are surrounded Monday in the Belcher 
Center by flags representing the campus’ diversity. Below: Henderson ISD Choral Director Jon Starling performs Monday.

See LEDCO, Page 3A

See LISD, Page 3A
See LETOURNEAU, Page 3A

Spring Hill ISD board OKs teacher pay scale for 30 years
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